Assam Problem an Annotated Bibliography by Hashmi, Zia-ul Islam
ASSAM PROBLEM 
An Annotated Bibliography 
SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILMENT OF THE 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE AWARD OF 
MASTER OF LIBRARY SCIENCE 
BY 
ZIA-UL ISLAM HASHMI 
Roll No. 2 
UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF 
Mr. Mohd Sabir Husain 
Reader 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SCIFNCE 
ALIGARH MUSLIM UNIVERSITY, ALIGARH 
1983-^4 
3 JUNi965 
DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARY SCIENCE 
AUG ARM MUSLIM UNIVERSITY 
A Lie A RH-202001 
{India) 
i -c toher 3n , 1fJn4 
I'hlr. ID to c e r - t i f y t h a t t h e riissertat.ion 
i.'cr.s cornr^il i.i:l un':'c.r r y c u p t - r u i s i o n ami i ^ t i a n c r . 
,.1 
--'7':' 1 
////r^^ 
(i iohri. aab i r ' iuoa in j 
iiniii 
DS640 
D 
E 
D 
I 
C 
A 
T 
E 
D 
T 
0 
M 
Y 
M 
O 
T 
H 
E 
R 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
I am exceedingly grateful to Mr. Mohd. Sabir 
Husaln, Reader, Department of Library Science who 
has ably supervised and rendered me all facilities 
in the compilation of this Bibliography, 
I am also indebted to Prof. M.H. Razvi, 
Chairman, Department of Library Science & University 
Librarian who helped me in the preparation of this 
bibliography. 
My thanks are also due to my teachers particu-
larly Mr. Mustafa Kazim Qaisar Zaidi who helped me 
whenever I approached him. 
I am also thankful to Mr. Mehr Elahi, Profess-
ional Assistant, General Education Library, who 
provided me all material help. 
October 30, 1984 ( ZIA-UL ISLAM HASHMI ) 
C O N T E N T S 
Page 
Preface i - i l l 
• • • • 
PART - I 
D e s c r i p t i v e : . . . . 1 - 1 9 
1.1 I n t r o d u c t i o n 
1.2 Genesis of Problem 
1 .3 Assam Movement 
1 .4 Attempt for a Solu t ion 
PART - I I 
B ib l i og raphy : 2 0 - 1 7 3 
2.1 Annotated Bibliography 
2.2 List of abbreviation used 
2.3 List of periodical consulted 
along with their abbreviations 
wherever necessary 
PART - III 
Alphabetical Indexes : 174-177 
3.1 Author Index 
3.2 Title Index 
****** 
** 
» 
1 :•* 
PREFACE 
News about north-east India or Assam rarely-
used to receive prominent coverage in national dailies. 
This has drastically changed during the last five 
years. Now a days there is bound be to some news 
item or other published material relating to Assam 
in every major daily, weekly, Fortnightly or Monthly. 
This is because of the continued crisis on our north-
east frontier, 
STANDARD FOLLOWED; The Indian Standard recomm-
endation for toibliographical description (13:2381-1963) 
has been followed and classified catalogue Code (CCC) 
of Dr. S.R. Ranganathan has been followed for author 
heading in the main entry. 
INFORMATION PROVIDED; The entries are serially 
numbered. The following items of information are 
given under each entry; 
(a) Name of author ( Sur-Kame followed by fore-
name) 
(b) Title of contribution including sub-title 
if any, 
(c) Name of periodical in abbreviated form as 
far as possible, 
(d) Volume Number 
(e) Issue Number 
(f) Date 
(g) Month 
(h) Year 
(i) Pages covering the contribution. 
- : li :« 
SPECIMEN ENTRY; 
110. GHOSH (Santanu). Jackal goes to Assam. 
Sunday 8, 34; 26 Ap 1981; 26. 
ABSTRACTS: The entries in the bibliography-
contain abstracts giving the essential informations 
about the articles dociomented. The bibliography 
contains informative abstracts. I hope that the 
users would find these abstracts useful. 
SCOPE : No bibliography can claim to be a 
comprehensive one. This well known fact is realised 
by experts in the field. The present bibliography 
is primarily confined to periodical articles. The 
total number of entries included is 2 50. Only the 
material available in English language has been 
included. Every effort has been made to include 
the relevant material. 
The bibliography has been divided into two 
parts J Part I- Confines to a brief history, Politics 
of Assam including the agitation, its roet causes and 
remedies. Part II- Comprises of annotated bibliography 
of periodical articles giving ful bibliographical 
informations about each item in order to enable the 
readers to trace out Periodicals and Journals easily, 
ARRANGEMENT : All the periodical articles duly 
annatated were classified by D.D.C. Scheme (19th 
edition) and govern their general arrangement. For 
subject headings, sears list of subject Heading 
- : iii :-
(11th edition) has been used. Wherever sears list 
failed to serve the purpose, some subject headings 
have been constructed keeping in view readers' 
approach. Under each subject heading entries have 
been arranged alphabetically by author or by title 
as the case may be. 
INDEXES : The bibliography contain two 
seperate author and title indexes. Each index is 
arranged alphabetically with an entry number shown 
against each, 
ABBREVIATIONS : Different abbreviation have 
been used as given in the Anglo-American Cataloging 
Rules, 1967. A list of such abbreviations has been 
given in the end of Part II. Similarly a list of 
abbreviation used for periodicals has also been 
given in Part II. 
ANNOTATIONS : Every possible effort has been 
made to provide clear, concise and factual annota-
tions regarding the information contained in the 
periodical articles. 
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1 .1 INTRODUCTION 
Of all the regions in the world, North--B-ast 
India is the most picturesque, enchanting and diverse. 
Assam occupies a prominent position in North-East 
India, It is the north-eastern frontier of India and 
and is connected with the r«=st of the country through 
a narrow strip of land below the district of Darjeeling 
in west Bengal. The geographical proximity of this 
state with Bhutan and Tibet on the north, Burma and 
China on the south and east and Bangladesh on the 
west has provided her a special position and importance. 
In the recent past Assam witnessed within her territorial 
jurisdiction creation of a number of smaller daughter 
states; viz. Nagaland in 1963, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Meghalaya in 1972 and Mizoram in 1973, Besides there 
are some other neighbouring political units Encircling 
Assam; Tripura, Manipur, Sikkim and Cooch Behar, 
Assam with interestingly chequered history has 
been a great reservoir of many Mangoloid races in India, 
Since the vedic periods, these have been the fourth 
basic element in the formation of Indian people. From 
3rd millennum B.C, onwards, the great Sino-Tibetan-
speaking people started to infiltrate into India mainly 
along the west coiurse of the river Brahamaputra, 
Earlier these Sino-Tibetan-speaking people had their 
settlements near Yangtszekiang and Hwang Ho rivers. 
Quite early the Bodo Tribe had settled over the 
Brahamaputra Valley and subsequently spread into 
North and East Bengal and North Bihar, The north 
Assam tribes are presumed to have come later and 
settled in the north of the Brahamaputra plains where 
the Bodos, Austrics and some Dravidian Tribes lived. 
Later, all these tribes transformed themselves to 
Aryan- the Assamese-speaking masses of Brahamaputra 
Valley. 
Assam has played a significant role in absorbing 
the Indo-Mangoloid element and the formation of north-
Indian people. It is also responsible for the 
synthesis of culture and fusion of races. Assam was 
recognized as the Centre of both Budhist and Brahamical 
Tantriclsm. It serves as the eastern gateway for the 
passage and communication between China and India, 
This connection is as old as first millenum B.C. 
Assam had become a part of Hindu India by the early 
centuries of the Christian era. In the middle of the 
first millenum A.D, Assams» participation with greater 
Indian way of life started. 
During the middle of the 7th century A.D, a 
Hindunised-Mangoloid empire was formed. King Bhaskar 
Varma was ruling over western and northern Assam in 
addition to surma valley. The later kings also 
helped to maintain a roll of hnour for Assam. The 
next rulers seem, to have been Hindunised Bodos who 
took keen religious and cultural consolidation of the 
whole of the Brahamaputra valley which had not been 
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made into a single state. After continuing upto 
1200 A,D, there opened a new speech in the history of 
Assam with the powerful Mughal attacks and coming and 
settling of Ahoms in 122 8 A.D, The Ahoms subjugated 
not only their mighty Bodo preceedors but also the hill 
tribes of Nagas and Mikirs. Inuring 1680-1729, they also 
defeated Khasis and Jaintias, The Ahom ruler Rudra 
Singha(1696-1714 A.D.) tried to put to resistance the 
powerful onslaught of Muslim rulers. The whole of 
the 18th century saw a gradual decay of the Ahom power, 
Ahom kings ruled Assam nearly six centuries. 
The Burmese inflicted the final blow by invading 
Assam, and paving the way for the final annexation by 
the British and making it part of the British ruled 
provience of Bengal by administering it from Calcutta, 
The British came to power in Assam after the Yandaboo 
Treaty in 1826. They introduced peace and harmony 
in the state, Assam was put under chief comm.issionership 
by British in 1874, But in 1898, the whole of North-
East India was finally placed under a chief commiss-
ioner from 1905 to 1912. Assam and East Bengal were 
merged to form one state as a result of the partition 
of Bengal into East and West Bengal by Lord Curzon, 
Assam was once again seperated from Bengal and a 
chief commissionership was found from 1912-1921. 
Thereafter, it was placed under a fulflaged Governor-
ship till the end of British rule. 
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Assam has an area of over 78,500 sq km with 
t4,6 million population. In north it has a common 
boundary with Bhutan, while the part of the Assamese 
districts of Goalpara and Cachar adjoin Bangladesh. 
The state comprises the districts of Goalpara, 
Nowgang, North Lakhimpur, Kamrup, Sibsagar and 
Dibrugarh in Brahamaputra Valley proper; and Karbi 
Anglang, North Cachar and Cachar farther on. The 
capital of the state is Dispur, 
The overwhelming large part of the population 
is mostly plainsmen Hindu, There is also a substantial 
Muslim minority, Goalpara district has large Bengali-
speaking population while ^achar is almost entirely 
Bengali speaking, -b-xcept in Cachar Assair.ese is the 
language most widely spoken. The language has a 
number of words from Sanskrit and currently uses a 
spript identical with Bengali, The tribal inhaoited 
areas are located mainly in Karbi Anglang and North 
Cachar, It is the abode of a large nvimber of races 
where many languages and dialects are spoken. The 
population has a multi-lingual, multi-racial and 
multi-religious orgin. 
The fertile soil of this enchanting land is 
extremely rich in forest products, Sal, Nahar, Sam, 
Gomari, Khair, Sisu, Tita Champa, Azar, Teak, 
Gansarai and Sonaru are some of the many important 
timbers which lavishly grow along the valley of 
Brahampatra, Besides the state has the largest Bamboo 
and cane resources in the whole country. The region 
f) 
also proudly claims to hold the top-most position 
among the tea-producing states of India, 
The mineral treasures, animals and vegetables 
products which are in abundance in this state provide 
pleasure for the tourist as well as visitors. Coal, 
Iron-ore, Silver and gold dust, Petroleum, Natural gas. 
Lime stone and clay have given rise to a number of 
industries which include mineral based, forest-based, 
Agro-chemical based and Engineering based. The state 
of Assam also boast of her wild-life sanctuary, Kazi-
ranga which has gained fame throughout the world as 
the home of one-horned Indian Rhino. Other wild 
animals which roam the forests of Assam are the 
tigers, bears, wild buffalos, deer and elephants. 
The great legendary river, Brahamaputra runs 
through the heart of the state. The state is also 
possess of rivers in number and extent equal at least 
to those of any country in the world of the same size, 
1 ,2 GENESIS OF PROBLEM 
Assam has had very little of communal trouble, 
in the sense of friction between Hindus and Muslims. 
However, there have been a large nvunber of occasions 
when clashes occureed between Bengalis and Assamese, 
This was due to the steady influx of immigrants from 
Bengal to Assam, "Hie continuing crisis on this north-
east frontier of India is the result of maji factors 
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including the inept handling of delicate issue. 
Significantly Assam has been the victim of a policy 
of benign neglect where the indigenous Assamese are 
being outnumbered to a minority due to successive 
waves of immigrants. This frustration and bitterness 
have found recourse in insurgency which set the stage 
for the grim tragedy of Assam. The other important 
reason for the whole episode in Assam is its ever 
increasing economic and developmentalbackwardness. 
The third factor behind Assam crisis is that Assamese 
wanted to preserved their cultural identity and due to 
the excessive influx, they fear that they would be 
swamped by outsiders. 
Infiltration into Assam from the neighbouring 
states and across the oorder is not wholly a new trend. 
The British took over Assam after the Yandaboo Treaty 
in 1826 after by driving out the Burmese and decided 
to take up the Plantation. Due to acute scarcity of 
labour force in the state, they engaged labourers 
from the neighbouring state like former East Bengal 
(erstwhile Pakistan and now Bangladesh), Bihar and 
Orissa for plantation. Besides it was customary in 
Assam to engage labourers from outside the state and 
the local landlords were compelled to engage them from 
other states to cultivate on the fertile lands of the 
state. 
During the second world war, Sir Mohd. Saad 
Ullah who was heading a league Ministry in Assam in 
1 94 5 encouraged migration of labours under the 
grow-rr.cre campaign and alloted the Government land 
to them. Maulana Bhashani too persuaded them, to stay-
on in Assam permanently. 
The immigration to Assam was of cornpsite nature. 
But the bulk of immigrant in Assam was Bengalis(ooth 
Hindus and Muslim). In addition to Bengali immigrants, 
there was also migration of Nepalese, Christian and 
others from adjoining Countries and states. 
Many reasons are said to have led the migration 
into Assam, the chief of which being Economic and 
Political conditions and Political developments, 
Bengali Hindus who were living in former -^ast Pakistan 
(now Bangladesh) began to infiltrate through the 
neighbouring border districts of Goalpara and Cachar 
into Assam due to Political developments, unbearable 
conditions and oppression against them,This migration 
of illegal immigrants continued for long and is 
alleged to be continuing even now. 
Besides the Political sufferers, the Bengali 
Muslims also infiltrated into Assam due to poverty, 
bad economy,starvation etc. in tast Pakistan and 
Bangladesh to settle themselves in the fertile lands 
of Assam. A large numoer of immigrants were also 
lured by the well developed economy, agriculture, 
better jobs in addition to lust of fertile soils of 
Assam. Through their labour, hard work and farming 
skills, these migrants soon befame economically 
better placed. The local tribals sold their lands 
cheaply as they could not competete the: immigrants. 
8 
The tribal later became envious of the immigrants 
due to their immence success and better economy. 
There were certain other reaons of inflow 
into Assam. People who had earlier living in Assam 
migrated to East Pakistan due to the outbreak of 
communal riots but when peace returned they started 
coming back to Assam. The local populace did not 
appreciate the home coming of such people and wanted 
them to go back alongwith immigrants. During 1951-71 
period which saw the peak of infiltration into Assam, 
nearly one lakh Nepalese and Christian too infiltrated 
into Assam, whose reason of migration cannot definitely 
be established, The bulk of migrants in this period 
were the Bengali Hindus; and only 28,000 Muslim 
infiltrants came to Assam. 
1 .3 ASSAM MOVEMENT 
The second half of year 1979 saw the emergence 
of an agitation led by AASU and AAGSP- the umbrella 
organisation and coordination committee of its 
different constituents. The prolonged continuance 
of the agitation and support of masses bestow it the 
shape of a movement- called the Assam moverr.ent. The 
state experienced the begining of most difficult 
years soon after the Mangaldai Parliamentary bye-
election in June 1979, 
tj 
The present agitation sparked of with an attempt 
to hold elections in Mangaldai. In the first half of 
1 979 which triggird off the much explosive situation 
in Assam. The fruits of the emotions roused by-
elections were first seen in Assam in the Assam Bandh 
of June 8, 1979. 
The AASU gave a call for a 12-hour hartal in 
Brahmaputra Valley demanding the stoppage of infil-
tration of foreigners, checking the rise in prices 
of essential commodities and more job avenues for 
local people. 
With the passage of time, the demands of 
agitators too under went gradual changes; from checking 
of infiltration of foreigners to detection of 
foreigners, deletion of their names from the 
electoral rolls, deportation of all illegal immigrants 
and revision of electoral rolls etc. Later anti-
election campaign also became a part of their agitation 
manifesto. The agitation was primarily directed 
against the outsider at first, later against infil-
trators and finally turned against the foreigners. 
Though the agitation was basically directed against 
foreigners but religious, linguistic and ethnic 
minorities to suffered greatly. The agitators 
announced a drive-out foreign national campaign 
v/ith a state-wide general strike on November 9, 1980. 
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The effect of this decision was vilent. There were 
clashes at Nahar Katiya betv/een Assamese and Bengalis. 
Many people lost their lives. The other effected 
areas of violence v/tre Tinsukhia and Doom Dooma in 
Dibrugarh. Now the whole agitation was directed 
against the foreigners. Ilie agitators also oojected 
to holding of any elections before the foreign 
nationals' issue was resolved. They pleaded that 
election should only be held on a revised voters • list 
since the 1979 electoral rolls contained a large 
number of foreigners name included in them. "^Ine 
detection and deletion of foreigners' name could have 
not been under taken in the absence of a solution and 
consensu on cut-off date. 
The Governmient of India was faced with a delicate 
problem of holding the Assembly elections in Assam 
before Karch 1983 to end the third round of President's 
rule in the state. The government was left with no 
other option because there was no provision to extend 
President's Rule without making necessary necessary 
contitutional amendment. The opposition had already 
refused to lend support to any move to amend the 
constitution in this connection. Subsequently on 
January 6, 1983 the Government announced that elections 
will be held in the state in Feburary. 
The Feoruary elections proved to be the 
bloodiest ever in the history of the world. 
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Because, the aftermath of the elections saw the 
Nellie carnage on February 18, 1983 in which at least 
1000 people were inassacred. Nellie is a cluster of 
villages in Nowgang district. As many as 3, 10,000 
people were uprooted and took shelter in camps. 
Thousands of huts were ournt down. 
The agitation leaders with tribals RSS and 
other planned, organised and butchered . i-ven 
children were not spared. The agitation leaders who 
were basically opposed to the elections due to 
foreigners* issue massacred in Nellie and conspired 
the whole carnage alongwith Trioals. AASU hardliners 
and extremist, RSS and others, Nellie entered our 
country's history of shame on February 18, 1984. The 
massacre at Nellie has oeen compared with Beruit 
massacre. The AASU and GSP who were earlier warning 
the government against holding of elections, even 
did not bother to condemn the sensless killings 
making it a point that they were them.seIves respon-
sible for it; but blamed the government for what 
happened. 
In addition, the so called foreign national 
right from the begining of the agitation are the 
prime target of intimidation, looting arsoning and 
killing which has exposed the secular facade of the 
agitators. The other victimis of agitation violence 
are the immigrants, the Bengalis, ethnic, religious 
and linguistic minorities who have to m.eet the wrath 
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of agitators. 
The reins of the agitation were in the hands 
of two apex organisations called the All Assam Students' 
Union (AASU) and All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad (AiSGSP) . 
The approach of the general elections pushed the 
foreigners* issue once again in fore fronts. The 
AASU joined hands with Purbanchaliya Lok Parishad 
(PLP) , Jatiyabadi Dal, Assam Jatiyabadi Yuba Chatra 
Parishad, Assam Yuva Samaj, the young Lawyers* 
conference and Assam Sahitya Sabha (ASS). An All 
Assam Gana Sangram Parishad was formed as the 
umbrella organisation and coordination committee for 
pursuing the agitation. E-ach of the constituent 
parties had convenor-m.embers on the AAGSP, The 
prominent members were: P.K. Mahanta, B.K. Phukan, 
Bharat Norah (AASU), Nibaran Bora of PLP, Nagin 
Hazarika and Girin Bora of Assam Jatiyabadi Dal, 
Jatin Goswami of ASS. Of the constituent members 
the AASU enjoyed much greater antonomy than the 
remaining units of the Parishad. 
Communal and sessionists organisation finding the 
atmosphere and agitation ideal to meet their ends of 
preaching hatred and communalism infiltrated within 
the ranks of agitation and established links with 
the hardiiiaes of agitation. Both RSS and VHP incited 
the Assamese caste Hindus and tribals against Muslim 
im.migrants and provocated the local population. 
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The occasion suited to them was fully utilised to 
exploit and provocate the rr.ajority coinrtiunity. 
Before the agitation was started RSS was keeping a 
low profile and had only four units in Assain tout 
redoubled its activities. In 1978, the RSS which was 
having only four units managed to have 200 toranches 
and 2 5 branches being added every year. The visit 
of RSS Chief and activist also multiplied wherever the 
RSS chief and General secretary went and allowed to 
address public rally, the places were the Scene of 
Communal violence as in Nalbari, RSS and its 
sympathesiers have really tried to give the agitation 
a communal colour by pleading that the Muslim 
immigrants be driven out of Assam, while the Hindu 
migrants be retained in the state on humanitarian 
ground. Initially the agitation was secular and the 
agitationist seem little impressed out gradually a 
powerful section of agitation leadership influenced 
by them. Many extremist elements of AASU and G S P 
active workers of RSS. 
Excessive interest of some foreign powers in 
the current Assam crisis points out the fact that 
their may oe involved behind the agitation. The 
Govt, also has not ruled out the possibility of some 
foreign powers working behind the movement but it 
prefers to avoid from moving any specific country 
or agency. It is apparent that there is an alliance 
between the U.S. and ^hina to achieve the common 
14 
adjective of helping Insurgency to destaolllse the 
country. It is relieved that CIA is oehlnd the 
seperatist movement in North-East. 
The Centre's attitude towards the agitation 
has been less than appreciaole-j since the agitation 
started. In the beglning, it neglected the whole 
issue and allowed it to grow. Later it adopted an 
attitude of delay and deny in the hope of subsiding 
the agitation. It is also charged of inconsistent 
stand and never took the agitation as a serious 
problem. It is charged of lack of initiatives on the 
vex issue. In the present circvimstances, the centre 
and the Central Government can not be aosclve of 
their inconsistant stand, lack of seriousness and 
initiatives. 
The state of Assam faced a spru of constitu-
tional crisis during the agitation infested years. 
It has been ruled interuptedly by Congress from 
independence except cor a brief Janata Government 
led by Golap Barbara and a short lined Assam Janata 
Dal Ministry headed by J.N. Hazarika. 
On December 12, 1980 it was placed under 
Presidents' i^ ule and the Assembly was kept in a 
suspended aaimation in the hope of a popular Ministry 
in ^ate. This was followed by a short-lined Congress 
(I) Ministry led by Syeda Anwara Taimur as the 
existing provision of Article 356(5) restricts the 
continuance of Presidents' Kule for more than one 
year in a single stretch who took over on Decemoer 6, 
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1981. Mr, Gori Shankar ahattacharjee and Mr. Golap 
Barbora called the installation of Tainmr Ministry-
illegal as it did not enjoy majority in the house. 
On 20th June rs. Taimur suomitted resignation 
of her Ministry and on 30th June 1 981 the Assemoly 
was once again ordered to be kept in suspended 
animation to enter in the second round of Presidents* 
Aule. 
The second short lived Cong(I) Ministry headed 
by K.C. Gogoi took office on 13th January 1982. It 
continued only till 19th March 1983 and was the fourth 
and last of the popular Ministry which the 1978 
Assembly was to see. 
The Government announced on 6 January 1983 
that the election in Assam Assembly will be held in 
Feburary 1983. The election proved to be fatal and is 
well known for its aftermath. There were wild protext 
against the elections since the electoral rolls 
contains the large niimber of illegal entraints. After 
the bloodiest elections a Cong(I) Government led by 
Mr. Hiteshwar Saikia assumed office amids wild 
protest. 
The role of leaders of political party during 
the agitation has been indifferent and unhelpful, 
and abstained from making any sincere efforts to 
solve the issue. The role of BJP leaders has been 
most controversial as they tried to give the agitation 
a communal colour by endorsing the views of RSS leaders. 
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BJP leaders have tried to propogate comnmnalism and 
hatred and provocated the majority community against 
the immigrant minority. A.3,Vajpayee view that the 
current agitation on aliens' issue is net separatist 
or secessionist in nature and it is not aimed at any 
linguistic or communal group. The Government often 
invited the national opposition leaders to participate 
in the talks to resolve the issue. Quite often the 
opposition leaders have declined offer and turned 
down the Government offer. Some leaders of political 
parties took keen interest in negotiation and tried to 
break the stalement..Ravindra Varma of Janata Party 
shares the view expressed by A.3. Vajpayee that the 
current agitation is neither separatist nor secess-
ionist in character and it is not aimed at any 
linguistic or commyinal group. Politicians are 
responsible for the present crisis in Assam and major 
responsibility is to be shared by Congress. 
Significantly most of the state political parties 
have become irrelevent and yield no effect on 
agitation leaders. 
1 .4 ATTEMPT FOR A SOLUTION 
Assam problem is a complex one and will not r^ield 
an easy solution. Numerous attempt have been made 
to solve the entangled issue. There have been a 
number of negotiation between the agitation leaders, 
Government and the national opposition parties. 
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In 198o alone 22 rounds of talks were arranged 
Detween Governrr.ent, Opposition parties and the 
agitationist. The 2 3rd round of talks held in 
January 1983 between the government and the agitation 
leaders also ended in deadlock. 
The issue involves the delicate human proolems. 
Government is bound to honour constitutional obliga-
tion, National integration and International commit-
ment. The government is puzzled what to do with the 
lacs of illegal immigrants detected under Illegal 
Immigrants(Detection by Tribunals) Act 1983 because 
Bangladesh has already refused to take any immigrants, 
the other states too refused and point out that their 
population density is already higher than Assams and 
accomodating refugees would mean a further rise in 
their population density of their states. It is 
impossible to apx^rove the immigrants who settled in 
Assam decade ago. They would oppose any such move. 
The Assam agitators do not realise these intricacies 
and limitations and go on insisting aoout the deporta-
tion of all immigrants. 
The cut-off date is the main hurdle in the way 
of a solution. The agitators have demanded earlier 
that all post 1951 migrants be driven out of Assam. 
The Government on the other hand agreed on the 
deportation of all immigrants who infiltrated into 
Assam on or before 2 5th March 1971. Later the agitators 
agreed to grant conditional citizenship to 1951-1961 
migrants if: 
(a) The 1961-71 immigrants are disenfranchised 
and dispersed elsewhere; and 
(b) All the post 1 971 immigrants are deported 
from the country. 
The govt, has already accepted the second demand 
as far as back in 1979. Currently the agitators are 
insisting on the longer period of disenfranchisement 
and differ' with the government at length. 
An amicable negotiated solution was sometime 
in sight but for rigid stand of agitators proved 
illusive. This negative and defying attitude of 
agitationist was less than helpful. The agitators 
always percieved a conspiracy whenever any proposal 
was made to them. They also rejected the revised 
Varma formula and called it election-oriented. They 
did not care to be reasonable and want to impose 
their own decision on others irrespective of their 
validity or genuineness. 
The agitation is dying out now a days. The Govt, 
has appointed Tribunals under Illegal Immigrants 
(fletection by Tribunals) Act 1983 which have started 
functionirg. The work of rolls is also under way. 
Assam is limping oack to normalcy. The AA3U-AAG3P 
are continuing their agitation and still dispute on 
the period of disenfranchising the 1961-71 immigrants, 
rj 
The a g i t a t o r s demand t h a t such immigrants oe d i sen-
f r anch i se for a longer perioei . The s t a t e governrrient 
i s now a days headed by Hiteshwar Saikia and i s 
exper ienc ing r e l a t i v e calm a f t e r many g r i p t r a g e d i e s . 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
AASU, ROLE OF. 
MOVE FORWARD to end Assam deadlock.(Editorial). 
Am. Baz. Pat.; 14 My 1981; 5. 
Discussed that AASU's decision to send a 
delegation to New Delhi to participate in the 
talks has created a favourable atmosphere. The 
agony the people of Assam have gone through 
cannot certainly enhance the popularity of the 
sponsors of the movement. AASU cannot afford 
to Ignore this. Centre's offer for talks without 
a pre condition has been accepted by AASU though 
the GSP is dragging its feet. If the agitation 
leaders approach the issue with an open mind 
there is no reason why the Delhi talks would fail, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
AASU-AAGSP, ROLE OF. 
LULL IN Assam.^Editorial). Patriot; 2 9 Ma 1983; 4, 
Discusses that it is praiseworthy to 
suspend the Assam agitation which was surrounding 
the state years together. It is desiraole to 
create an atmosphere of peace and security for the 
sufferers of violence. Wounds inflicted on lakhs 
of people may begin to heal up provided sincere 
efforts are made to provide relief and sense of 
security. AASU-AAGSP leaders have suspended the 
special powers conferred on local units. 
Suspension of main agitation more ever appear to be 
a hesitant, half-hearted measure, though it is a 
welcome move. Civil administration must be 
cautious enough to see that the agitation leaders 
are not afreshly provocated by any of their cause. 
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3. ASSAM: A balance fatique. India Today 5, 20; 
1980; 42-45. 
Highlights that Delhi talks between the 
Union Government and the AASU and AAGSP have 
brought a change. In the prevailing mood, 
they agreed to open school and colleges. The 
centre has not rejected N.R.C. as a basis of 
determining citizenship. The two sides will 
have further negotiations this fatnight. 
4, PANDIT (Tooshar), Mrs, Gandhis velvet glove 
and mailed fist. Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 7-1C. 
Discusses that Assam shows a glimpse of 
normalcy after the bloody communal clashes in 
the seven month history of agitation, AASU-
GSP leaders decided to devote themselves to 
integeration and amity and June 10 was observed 
as a students integeration day. There is no 
point to continue the agitation as the basic 
objective of focussing Assam agonies and fears 
has been achieved. It is virtually impossible 
to deport all the foreigners. Negotiated 
settlement be emphasised which will ensure 
supermacy of the indigenous Assamese-speaking 
people even if some immigrants have to be 
accomodated. Many things have contributed 
towards the softening the temper and tone of 
people. Agitation has been shaken with the 
birth of AAMSU with the possible patronage of 
Cong.tD, Mrs, Gandhi is now convincing the 
9 O 
frital that the movement against the foreigners 
is not in their interest. Tribals have ali' GL 
from the AASU since the later demand that Assamese 
be made the medium of instruction in schools. 
Signs of restlessness among a large section of 
Assam's tea garden workers are also evident. 
Administration is making efforts to create a climate 
of trust. Movement leaders are writing to resxime 
negotiations. AASU-GSP are yet to get over some 
of their reservations about centre's motives and 
intenrion. If AASU and Govt, meet at negotiation 
table a solution may not be very difficult to 
achieve. Talks may bogged down only on the issue 
of the Muslim immigrants and their departation. 
But it does not seem helpful if it would be possible 
to hold the talks at all. 
5. RE-START THE dialogue in Assam.(Editorial) 
Hindu; 16 Ma 1983; 8. 
AASU-AAGSP movement has become more 
chauvinistic and has taken free recourse to 
sabotage and violence, AASU leaders blame the 
Union Government for whatever happened in Assam 
after the elections. Centre is constitutionally 
obliged to protect the life and Ir -r+^ ; -
minorities but not at the cost of overwhelming 
majority of a state, Assam crisis can only be 
solved by a negotiated political settlement not 
by tragic clash of strength Saikia. Ministry 
seems to be a dead weight in the current situation, 
at worst a provocation that injures both sides. 
Assam problem is obviously not going to allow an 
easy solution. There might be <3t r;s~ obstacle 
in the light of whqt has happened. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, CAUSES. 
6. AGITATION: Heart of the matter. India Today 
8, 4; 28 Fe 1983; 16. 
Analyses the crux of Assams antl foreigner 
movement and discusses that the genesis of the 
movement lies In partition of the country when 
thousand refugees from East Bengal move Into 
Assam, West Bengal, Trlpura and Bihar. Sir 
Mohammed Saadullah Initially encouraged the 
immigration during world war II due to Govt, 
grow more campaign and continued till quite 
recently. Immigration Expulsion(from Assam) Act 
provided some check. All who returned to Assam 
by De«31, 1950 were granted citizen by Nehru-
Llaquat Pact. AASU and GSP insist on 1951 as 
the cut off date when NRC was drawn. There was 
an abormal increase in Assam's population during 
1951-61 of 36/^ . Government has agreed to accept 
March 25, 1971 as the cut off date. As many as 
2 lakhs departee would have to which no govt, 
will accept. 
7. JASWANT SINGH. North-East India» The frontiers 
of discontent 111 Wkly India 105,28; 1984, 
Ji 8-14; 15-18. 
Analyses the continuing crisis on north-
east frontier and emphasis the need for an 
objective evaluation of the Jbroblem. North-
east has been the victim of a policy of benign 
neglect. Where the original inhabitants are 
being reduced to a minority due to the succe-
ssive waves of Immigrants. And the frustration 
and bitterness have found recourse in insurgency 
which set the stage for the grim tragedy of Assam. 
There is a need for evolving an objective approach 
to the problem which should be outside the 
existing political framvoi , 
2 a 
8. NAyAR(Kuldip), Document on<^  Assam. Trlbufyi. ; 
21 My 1981 ; 6. 
Discusses the document by AASU and 
AAGSP which was a draft agreement to solve 
the Assam problem. AgitaticM did not sign 
the documents as they did not want to be 
bound down as to be denied manoeuvrability. 
There are twelve proposal listed in the 
document. Govt, considers it irrelevant to 
detect the 1951-61 immigrants as they are to 
be somehow accomodated. Even if the Govt, 
agrees to disperse the foreigners the other 
states point out their own density is far 
more than Assams. Assamese feel that they 
may become political orphans in their own 
state legislature with the foreigners holding 
the balance. Due to the partition of the 
country the whole North-east has become a 
headache for Delhi baring Arunachal Pradesh, 
Real problem, after detection of foreigners 
is the question mark what to do with the 
foreigners most of whom are Hindu refugees 
from Bangladesh. Assam problem should 
somehow be solved quickly as the no, of 
extremist in Assam is growing tremendously. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT, ROLE OF. 
9. ASSAM J Sethi's fruitless sojourn. Link 25, 
17; De 5, 1982; 14. 
Describes the inspection of Indo-
Bangladesh borders jointly by Central Govt, 
team and Assam agitation leaders to survey 
the anti-infiltrators measures which proved 
to be futile and which was described be 
agitationist as almost a conducted tour. 
2t) 
Government expresses satisfaction over security 
arrangements. Informal talks between the 
agitators and the government hardly lasted 4 5 
minutes. It will once again be resumed in 
New Delhi and the agitationist have decided to 
launch a new phase of their agitation. The 
Central and State Governments are pteparing for 
the coming elections. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
COMMUNAL ORGANISATIONS-R.S.S. 
10. PANDIT (Tooshar). RSS and the agitation. 
Sunday 7, 4 8; 8 Je 1980; 12. 
Discusses the ever rising activities 
and involvement of RSS in Assam agitation. 
Earlier RSS was-- keeping a low profile, but 
came into open with the coming of Janata 
Party. RSS chief visited Assam to boast its 
activities there in March 1979. After his 
visit Nalbari was the scene of brutal 
communal violence in which 29 J)eople were 
killed. BJP leader A.3. Vajpayee and RSS 
general secretary Rajendra Singh have tried 
to give the agitation a communal colour. 
( 
cl <.) 
After the visit of RSS chief in Nalbari, 
a predominate caste Hindu area, it was the 
scene of a brutal coirmunal massacre in which 
29 people were killed. RSS has taken a very 
active interest in the Assam agitation ever 
since it started. BJB leader AB Vajpayee and 
RSS Gen.secy. Rajendra Singh have really tried 
give the agitation a communcal colour by 
suggesting that all Muslim immigrants be driven 
out of Assam while the Hindu immigrants be 
retained in Assam on humantarian ground. if 
the RSS has not yet been able to command of 
the Assam agitation, it is because the movement 
itself is divided, RSS motives are suspect in 
so far as it pleads for the rentention of the 
Hindu immigrants, since the AASU leaders 
believe that 'a foreigner is a foreigner whether 
he is a Hindu or a Muslim*. Assamese people •s 
fear is that they are going to be swamped by 
non-Assamese. This fear is being exploited by 
RSS at length to $row. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
COMMUNAL ORGANISATIONS-V.H.P. 
11. GUHA (seema). Assam: Contending chauvinisms. 
Eco. and p»i. Wkly 17, 19; My 8, 1982; 76 5-766. 
Comments that Vishwa Hindu Parishad has 
become keenly interested in Assam, after the 
onset of agitation. Work of VHP was intensified 
in these areas aimed at propagating the ideals 
of VHP and a hostel for yoxuig tribal was build. 
In Mizoram, VHP is devoting on Budhist chakma 
community. VHP has 2, 10 and 25 branches in 
Meghalaya, Tripura and Manipur respectively, 
but no in Arunachal Pradesh. Its activities 
after the start of Assam agitation are redoubled 
it i 
anel has organized regional Its regional 
conventions all over the state: motto of which 
is the attack on Muslim, Personal Law and 
conversions. In Gauhati, the dlstt. adminis-
tration patronized VHP by allowing its proce-
ssion of Purbavchaliya summelan to roam the 
streets even after its indictment in Pune-
Sholapur riot. Large nxiraber of delegates 
including RSS chief, Mrs. Seiudia, Bhagat Singh 
and a host of lesser lunaries attended besides 
others and politicians. Attempts were also made 
to provocate christian community. Reacting to 
it, in Parliament too, an M.P. from Meghalya, 
spoke about discrimination against Christian. 
But agitation leaders are not unduely impressed 
by VHP pronouncement and call Bengali Hindu as 
much alieu as Bengali Muslim. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
COMMUNAL VIOLENCE 
12. ASSAM J Communal bloodletting. Eco; ^ ^. and Pol. 
Wkly 15, 24 & 25; 14-21 Je 1980; 1036 1 2-3 
Describes that as many as 24 people 
were killed in communal clashes in the wake of 
protest demonstration AAMSU on My* 26. 
Minorities waited patiently for long in the 
hope of end of crisis, shaken by violence and 
frenzied indictments from press. AASU-AAGSP 
termed the inhabitants of aliens areas are 
termed Bangladeshis even without settling the 
question citizenship. Agitators and Assamese 
Press were severely critical of setting up of 
AAMSU which resulted in clashes later. Each of 
the warring faction accused the other for 
killings. AAMSU demanded the local officials 
to adopt 1971 as the base year for detection 
and deportation of aliens. AASU and AAGSP 
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termed the proposed protest day as a clear 
incitement to violence. Political and 
communal organlratlons are trying to patronize 
the AASU who were later disappointed. Cong.(I) 
and RSJ? are determined not to allow the 
movement to acquire a recesslonlst character. 
13. ASSAM I Simmering tension. India Today 8, 8; 
30 Ap 1983; 51. 
Discusses that even the PM's visit to 
Assam on April 3, 1983 did not do any good to 
the stfiufe vldden state. Spree of violence, 
murder and killing continued even after her 
visit which left many dead. As Mrs. Gandhi 
hopped from village to village spt^ rdlti violence 
continued. Most stricter arrangement were made 
during her visit. Most dangerous aspect of the 
Assam situation is the attempt to keep the 
population along communal lines. AASU leaders 
disapproved these developments because they see 
in it involvement of BJP. AASU leaders Mahanta 
Phukan called for a suspension of the agitation 
in an attempt to reaffiem caitral authority by 
depriving the local units of their decision 
making AASU are quite adamont to their denainds 
and ruled out possibility of any negotiation 
with state govt, student leaders denying any 
link with extremist who all responsible for the 
current spate of violence. Violence is conti-
nuing with nobody sure of when and where it 
will all end. 
2\} 
14, GOHAIN(Hlren). Assam: Worst times ahead. 
Eco. and Pol.Wkly 15, 50; 13De«1980; 2076-2078. 
Predicts worse violence in coming days. 
Concept of dividing population has been 
sxibverted by mendacious press and irresponsible 
agitation leaders as is evident from different 
violent incidents. Bengali students and 
leftist have been subjected to social boycott 
and even torture. Violence has been intensified 
after the death of a student in Police-custody. 
Latest phase of struggle has been initiated by 
Government employees. Before the launching of 
the agitation, the joint council of Trade Union 
issued an appeal to disassociate from the 
programme which angried leaders. Fateful day of 
agitation brought injuries to many employees. 
Other establishment too saw the scenes rowdyi-
ness by agitators, leaving behind many injured 
and one dead, Bengali were the target of mobs 
toughs. Govt's, response to incidents has been 
ineffective and hypocritical. Role of press 
has not been appreciable, Assamese have a 
genuine point of certain safeguards. N.R.C, is 
not a proper public document and is leased on 
census records. It was used to detect infili-
trators but agitators vi^it on treating NRC a 
public document. 
15, PANDIT(Tooshar). Assarai Bloodshed. Sunday 7, 
48; 1 Je 1980; 24-27. 
Disturbing news of more killings, 
lootings, arson and skirmishes in Barapeta 
Road, Howli, Choulkhowa, Nagerbera, Mukulnwa 
in Kamrup district, Goalpara, Darrang district, 
Nowgong district and Dibrugarh has r » 
the Governor and his advisers. Most disqueting 
aspect of the cxorrent wave of violence in Assam 
is that it carries distinct overtones. Flames 
of communal hatred engulfed more people- and 
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more areas with the passage of time. Current 
violence nearly underlines the failure of the 
AASU and the G S P to convinced the minorities 
that their agitation is peaceful and secular. 
Minorities have been frightened due to the 
attitude of a section of AASU leadership. 
When Muslims started feeling insecure and 
uncertain AAMSU came into being after the 
night-mare of Nalbari, AASU and AAGSP reacted 
sharply when the AAMSU decided to organize 
marches as a counter measxire to the departation 
plea by GSP. AAMSU observed i ay 26 as a 
prote<:t day which was greatly objected by AASU, 
Assam is sitting with a powder of keg with 
irresponsible people playing with fire without 
realising that a small spark and rip apart 
every thing. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
COMMUNAL VIOLENCE, NELLIE, 
16. AKBAR (MJ) . Children of Nellie. Sunday 2, 
30; 26 Fe--3Mr 1984; 10-14. 
Describes that last year on Feb 18, 1983, 
Nellie saw the worst ever communal frenzy in 
which even children were not spared which is 
in quite contrast to Gandhian philosophy of 
non-violence at the hands of extremists. As 
many as 865 persons were killed in the massacre. 
Assam movement is passing through the critical 
phase with receeding success Nellie entered oxir 
country's history of shame on Fe• 18, 1983 
when extremists in AASU and GSP organized, 
planned and butchered, AASU had not condemned 
the brutality and hence th<::v- role is less than 
admirable, AASU did not bothered to convince 
everyone of their innocence and neither pledge 
for punishing the guilty, Assam problem can not 
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be solved by statics or guns but by real 
assessment of a human problem, Assamese 
definitely need a state which is their own 
and free from aliens. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
ECONOMIC BIJOCKADE 
17. DASGUPTA (Pradeep), Assam again. Sunday 8, 15; 
16 NV 1980; 24-27. 
Describes that after a three-month 
uneasy quiet, the Assam agitators have again 
decided to take to the streets. This time the 
stand on both sides seems to have hardened. 
With violence resxarfacing and fuel shortage 
threating to create a seige atmosphere in 
Assam, peace is no longer in sight. 
18. PANDIT (Tooshar). How the Army broke the Assam 
Oil blockade, Sunday 8, 18; 1980; 10-13. 
Analyses that the blockade afoil to the 
rest of the country caused auxiety. They 
familiarised a group of Army engineers with 
ptiraping operations and the use of high 
frequency equipments. Army personnel were 
trained in oil production and took the charge 
of installations and started operating them. 
19. ROY (Subir). Assam's challenge. Sunday 7, 31; 
3 Fe 1980; 14-17. 
Discusses the picketing of Duliajan, 
HQ of Pipeline division of 01. and Narangi, 
the crucial pumping station which supplies 
crude oil to Gauhati, Baruni and Bengaigao 
by voluteers of AAGSP to press their demand 
to oust foreigners from Assam. Duliajan was 
the scene of violence when the administration 
decided to break the picket while Narangi 
remained calmed. Violence at Narangi has been 
32 
widespreadly reported. North Kamrup^s 
subdivision Nalbari was the scene of carnage 
arsoning and looting in which 38 peoples 
were killed, 2000 houses were burnt and i0,000 
peoples were uprooted as a result of clash 
between the agitators and the local population 
spread in Barikadunga, Madlyambarka, Pasclim-
barka, Batahigila and Pas61jimbanbhag and suburb 
of Nalbari. Bengali Hindus and Muslim immigrants 
are the target of the carnage Paramilitary 
forces who came to maintain law and order are 
alleged to have involved in severe brutalites 
including many incidents of rape and other 
atrocities. Agitation leaders claim that they 
are neither communal nor parochial and their 
agitation is simply against foreigners and 
laobody else, Assam to-day is under a self 
imposed seige and has an embattled look, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
20, ASSAM AGITATIONISTS losing ground. Democratic 
World 10; 1981; 8, 
Describe the loss to the Nation due to 
the prolonged continuance of the Assam 
agitation which deprived the Nation of 1,000 
crores foreign exchange. The movement itself 
losing ground on the question of definition of 
a Assamese. Central Government has shown its 
readiness for discussion on foreigners issue 
with the agitators without any pre-conditions. 
Leaders of agitation more or less stand 
isolated. 
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21. DATTABARUA (Munindran arayan). solution Is 
possible but.... • Sunday 7, 49; 1980; 11. 
Analyses that the deportation of the 
aliens will not solve all the problem. The 
remedies are economic Negotiations must 
start at once and any solution must ensure 
that the interests of Assamese are safe. 
22. KAUL (Ranjana), NORTH-EAST. Carwan; l980;21-23. 
Analyses the causes that have led to 
the recent emergence of chauvinistic 
sentiments in Assam and north-east. Paying 
serious attention to the economic problems 
of Assam is the need of the hour. 
ASSAM PROBLEM.AGITATION EFFECT, 
POLITICAIi DEVELOPMENT 
23. KALBAGH (Chaitanya). Cachar Pulling away. 
India Today 8, 6; 31 Ma 1983; 29-31. 
Discusses that Cachar district in 
Assam is dominatingly Bengali in both popula-
tion and character and is least affected by 
the Assam agitation. Savage ethnic violence 
in Brahmaputra Valley apart revived talk in 
Cachar of Govt's plan to partition Assam into 
Assamese tribal and Bengali segment. Districts 
of Syfchet and Cachar were once part of Bengal 
province before their merger in Assam. Sylhet 
merged with East Pakistan in 1947. Due to 
heavy population of Bengalis* it was once 
demanded that it should also go to East Pakistan. 
Sylhet was given to East Pakistan only because 
of dominating Assamese and there is a similar 
demand for throwing out Cachar for some reasons. 
But seperation of Cachar is inevicable. 
Economically Cachar is Assam's one of the more 
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backward district. Cachar has roogt starkly 
differed from rest of Assam in relation to 
language. There is a demand of merging Cachar 
with Tripura where Bengali population is more 
than 70^ of total. Muslim leadership favours 
continuation of Cachar in Assam. It hag 
educationally the because of anti-foreigner»s 
movement in ^aiiey, Assamese feel that if Assam's 
Bengalis are united it will be very difficult 
for them to get a xinilingr.al state, seperation 
of Cachar from Assam will not solve the 
essentially heterogenic problems afflicting the 
state. Cachar's Bengali population is today in 
a state of suffocating seige. There are many 
examples of simmering Assamese Bengali incompa-
tibility. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
EIJECTION VIOLENCE 
24, GUHA (seema). Assam disturbances: New facts 
come to light, Sunday 2, 31; 4-10 Ma 1984; 47, 
Describes that after the recent elections 
which followed the unprecedented violence, a 
magisterial inqtiiry has been ordered to look 
into the recent disturbances. AASU-AAGSP 
leaders who were demanding a judicial inquiry, 
into the whole episode call the people not to 
cooperate with the commission. It is surprising 
that even the minority community did not com© 
forward to depos© before the commission. 
Deposition of senior govt, officials before 
the commission have been completely predictable 
and present a solid defence for themselves, 
seven tribals were killed in police firing in 
Rajabari tea estate in ^i^^sagar district talks 
of how administration worked arbitertly. 
3^) 
Firmness in dealing with the elements 
disturbing peace in Assam, is though appreciable, 
but behaviour of police and their attempt to 
harass people is highly deplorable. 
25. ROY(.«?ubir) . Who will end the Assam Nightmare. 
Sunday 10, 34; 13-19 Mr 1983; 14-21. 
Describes that even after the elections 
are over, violence still continues in this 
north-eastern state. Army has been called out 
to restore peace, while the agitationists have 
refused to recognised the Cong.(I) Govt, as 
legitimate and have been demanding a return to 
President's rule till the foreigner' issue is 
resolved. It is not certain whether the Govt, 
led by Heleghiar saikia be able to bring peace 
to this strife-torn state, where communal riots 
and senseless carvageg have become a way of life. 
Tough task is ahead of the Cong.(I) Govt, which 
came to power by so called no-election. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
FOREIGN POWERS. 
26. CIA AND the North-East. Link 22, 37; 1980; 8. 
Analyses that the foreign missionaries, 
the CIA and the picketing are the forces 
behi»d the present ferment in the North-East. 
sedition and recession are openly preaclied in 
Assam. There is an alliance between USA and 
China to achieve the common objective of 
helping the insurgency. 
:U) 
27. CIA IN the North-East. Link 22, 46; 1980/ 31 
CIA Is behind the seperatist movement 
in Assam. its agents are in close contact 
with the pro-Ghinese elements. set out to 
find and bring together the separatists ' 
groups, the U.S. Ambassader, Mr. Goheen 
has been visiting Assam too often and unusual 
interest there. The national leaders should 
be very cautious about the game of big powers, 
28. ROY (subir). Beyond Assami Greater storms. 
Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 23»25. 
Discusses that the Assam agitation has 
to be taken more seriously for what it has 
done to the rest of the region. There are 
added proofs that the Assam agitation is the 
result of an international conspiracy because 
this issue has hot restricted itself to the 
Brahamaputra Valley alone but has spread to 
the other parts of the North-East region. 
Other areas touched by the ripples of the 
Assam movement are Meghalya and Arunachal 
Pradesh. Meghalaya witnessed serious 
violence in October and December 1979. 
Paying attention to the economic need of the 
north east is the crucial need of the hour 
otherwise an external enemy could hardly be 
fought with large group of disaffected people 
in the North-Eagt. 
;v/ 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
FOREIGNER'S ISSUE 
29. ASSAM STIRj Career digest 17, 7; 1980; 463+ 
Discusses that the wave of agitation 
against the foreign nationals has also 
spreading in other parts of North-East 
besides Assam. Centre is trying for a 
political initiative in Assam. PM has assured 
the agitation leaders that India would deport 
all those who entered Assam after 1971. 
Student leaders resximed their agitation with 
a call for civil disobedience and creation of 
•explosive situation* resulting in clamping of 
curfew in Naring. Government employee responded 
to the call and stayed from their office for a 
week, AASU and GSP clirobed-down from their 
original demand to defuse tension and called 
for detection of foreigners leaders gave 15 
May for finding an amicable solution last they 
intensify the agitation. Home Minister Zail 
Singh that all those who came to Assam 30 years 
ago cannot be deported are Indian Citizen. He 
argued the students to call off their agitation 
accept PM*s formula. 
30. BIDWAI (Prafula), Tackling Assam's real issues. 
TI.; 22 Ma 1983; 8. 
Discusses that the real issues involved 
in the Assams discontent are as old as < olonial 
period which seek to ban the immigration. 
Agitation has survived for so long because of 
entres failure to resolve the issue and the 
political vaccum in Assam. It was the ongress 
that has destroy the colesion between the 
masses. "'"t was during the 1978 election that 
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the process of alleuation reached its peak 
when the congress was routed and no other 
party could gain a majority, AA=?U rose to 
become a peak students organisation due to 
this political vacuum and the exhaustion 
of major political parties and CPM *s growing 
influence on the students. The muyth that 
Assam movement is confined to the urban 
elite whose lone interests it representsi is 
not true as for it hag spread far and wide 
over the past three years. Movement can not 
be crushed with force. If the much discussed 
dismemberment of Assam into four different 
zone is ever put into practice it will once 
again lead for disaster and the Assamese are 
in no mood to discuss the idea. Centre should 
somehow persuade the AA<^ U to join it in a 
campaign to restore peace in Assam, It should 
also itself declare that it is seriously 
committed to Assam and resolving its problems 
which are impossible until the centre changes 
it stance. It is time to consult people who 
have a far from superficial understanding of 
Assam to help resolve the -ProSitr**^. 
31. GOHAIN (Hiren). A«=:«?AM: Cudgel of Chauvinism. 
Eco. and pol, wkly 15, 8; 23 Fe i980; 418-420. 
Analy«?es that the recent disturbances 
in Assam are a lesson to us as the agitation 
over the foreign nationals has turned into a 
massive movement.North Kamrup areas were the 
scene of arson and massacre. Abnormal spurt 
of population in Assam is the result of 
continuous immigration. Immigration in Assam 
has been encouraged throughout for the one 
reason or the other. There is a growing 
3^] 
provocation against the CPI(M) as the 'Bengali* 
party or as an, instrument o£ Bengali expansion-
ism. Anxiety and terror of minority community 
were aggragated by confusion about the exact 
no, of foreigners and their possible departation. 
Law and order situation became extremely unpri-
dictable when Assam police and administration 
lended support to the movement. <^ pate of 
violence was triggered off by the death of an 
Assamese student in Kamrup Cudgel of chauvinism 
is used to beat into submission non-Assamese 
groups who might resist the domination. 
Chauvinism is by nature authoritarian and 
focust. 
32. GUPTA (Barun Das). Catalysts of Violence, 
Patriot; 22 Ma 1983; 6. 
Describes that the violence has been 
continuing side by side as the movement against 
the anti-foreigners was started. Violence in 
Mukalnma in North Kamrup in Jan, 1980 in which 
large no, of immigrants were massacred is less 
known to most outside Assam, Recent orgy of 
violence was due to the so called imposition 
of elections but due to the decision of 
agitators to prevant people from vating. It 
was R.<='.s, and its front organisations like 
BJP and V.H.P. which exploited the fears and 
anti-Muslim sentiments of Assamese caste Hindus. 
AA=?U-AAG'^ P*s tirade against the all national 
political parties is not too unknown and their 
row of eliminating them. Their ready acceptance 
to BJP and the leader is a sea change, V,H.p 
at present concentrating itself on the plains 
tribals while the BJP is making a dent in the 
Assamese caste Hindi «?ociety. Even the forwarding 
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looking intellectuals seem*? to have fallen 
in the R.«?.«^ . and B.J.P, traps. Violence 
and killings errupted wherever the leaders 
of B.J.P. or R<^ <^  were allowed to address 
meetings. Kampur in New gang which witnes-^ sed 
one of the worst violence is the hometown of 
R<^ <^ /BJP worker Laklyeswar Gohain and the theme 
of speaches of R«?<5 and BJP leaders was nothing 
else than Assam is coming under the Muslim 
domination. Details of election sabotage had 
been cyclostyled in 3-page beaflet in Assamese 
language organising masses on vital issue 
demands will only undo the damage caused 
33. MAZUMDAR(«!K) . Class war in Aggam. Link 25, 46; 
26 Je 1983; 17-23. 
Analyses that the Assam agitationists 
and their mentor are successful in comonflaging 
the real character of the agitation by project-
ing the issue as of foreiggecsiWhoH.tonight have 
entered this country in port- 1951 years. 
History of Assam of the Aham period is replete 
with the terms foreigners or its synonyms, some 
of which dates back to more than three centuries< 
34, PANDIT (Tooshar), Why Assam's agitation must now 
stop. Sunday 7, 47; 25 My 1983; 11-14. 
Discusses that the Assam agitationists 
are not professional agitators. AA'=?U-G«5p 
leaders and their men do not see the agitation 
as the battle of saraighat. They have the 
legitimate fears about the abnormal percentage 
of immigrants in Assam's population and now 
they are showing every sign of wanting a dialog. 
This is the time that Delhi order the Army 
withdrawal and the AA^ U^-G*?? to withdraw the 
agitation- long before a point of now return 
is reached. 
i 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, IMMIGRATION. 
35. ASSAM: Time for dececive moves. Mainstream 
(Annual Numoer); 1983; 93-97. 
Comments that frustrated by poor response 
their calls, agitators intend to restart their 
agitation against foreigners. Agitation is 
receeding now due to their consequetive 
failures, February killing is one of its 
reasons and alienated many people from agitation. 
There is a rethinking in the organi within the 
ranks of organisation and people want agitation 
leaders to come on the negotiation. Almost all 
service organisation have disassociated themselves 
from agitation and assured the govt, of their 
full support. There is no ennotive issue upon 
which agitators can muster support. Significant 
development is that the agitators and the govt, 
now differ greatly. Calls of bandh which find 
ready response earlier yield now effect now. 
Popular Ministries under Mrs, Anwar a Taimvir and 
Keshab Gogoi functioned for a very short period 
and quit shortly before they could initiate 
any effective action against the erring officials. 
Reins of movement were taken over by anti-cccial 
elements in such a pervasive chaos. Centrary to 
AASU and AAGSP pronouncements, traders can not 
depend upon leaders calls. Class having vested 
interest in the agitation grew soon without any 
progress towards a solution. Agitation continued 
on the basis of forced donations and loot and the 
agitation which was initially against outsider 
became against foreigners, Assam population 
doubled in 1826 when British brought labotirers 
from Bihar, Orissa and other places for tea-
gardening. Land lords too had to import labourers 
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from Bengal who incldently all Muslim. There 
are over three millions Assamese and Bengali 
Muslims out of total population of 1 ,5 crores. 
Due to division of Assam, the original Assamese 
have gone up in preportion and percentage. Land 
prices have gone up and many people from Bengal 
have settle there, Tribals cannot easily be 
exploited by reminding them that they have sold 
their land very cheaply. This set every 
community against the other. Land hunger was 
a major cause of halocaust. Hunger for job has 
risen with the rise of middle class. Rvimour 
was propagated among masses that outsider would 
grab their jobs. RSS further fanned the situation, 
PM invited the 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
36. GUPTA (Shekhar), Assam: Changing Strategy. 
India Today 9, 1; 15 Ja. 1984; 50-51. 
Discusses that after the failure of 23rd 
round of talks last year with Centre, the AASU 
were once on the negotiation table attending 
the All India Convention of National Opposition 
parties to resolve Assam tangle. But top lerass 
of almost all parties preferred to stay away 
from the convention, AASU is trying to work out 
for a new regional political party which has 
earned a mixed reaction among the masses. 
Almost all the top national opposition leaders 
abstained from the Jarhat convention on the 
pretext of one reason or the other. Convention 
was later described a mere reunion of old gaurds. 
Target of the convention was the Migrants 
(Determination by Tribunals) Bill, 1983. Another 
set back to AASU was the cancellation of mass 
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proposed rally on the pretext that adm. was 
putting too many restrictions on it. CM 
promptly centered the allegation of so called 
restrictions and termed it frustration. 
Saikia said that the AASU movement has been 
parochial regional and communal and the 
oppositions association with it broaden its 
approach. 
37, NUMBERS GAME; ed. Eco. and pol. wXly 16, 22/ 
30 My 1981; 965, 
Describes that one of the positive 
feauture of the recent Delhi talks is that 
they have not broken down in a statement. 
Solution of the foreign nation problem linges 
over the nos. and identity of categories such 
as authorised or unauthorised, legal and 
illegal entrants into the state. Migrants 
who came to Assam before 1961 are readily 
acknowledged as citizens; 1961-71 migrants be 
disenfranclised and post 1971 migrant be 
detected, their names be deleted from voting 
list and he made to leave the country. 
Haggling between the parties is going to be 
over the identity and numbers of migrants to 
Assam between 1961-71, 2.14 lakhs of whom have 
registered themselves as refugees from East-
Pakistan, There are nearly 10 lakhs other 
refugees who came during the same period but 
did not register themselves. Centre is 
persuding agitation leaders to treat them too 
as the bonafide or auth orised migrants. There 
is a softening of attitude of agitation leaders 
attitude has also been softening as they have 
shifted slightly from their earlier stand of 
deketion, deletion, departation to detection, 
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deletion and dispersal and have also agreed 
to distinguish between refugees and infiltrants. 
It is doubtful whether it would be possible to 
detect, delete and deport an post 1971 migrants. 
Statistics show that it is possible to actually 
displace who have already settled, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
NEGOTIATIONS, DEADLOCK, 
38. ASSAM: Confusion confounded. Career & Compt. 
times 3, 6; 1983; 76. 
Discusses that the Union Govt, is being 
balanced by agitators for notrestartlng talks 
before restoration of normalacy. Agitators in 
Assam continue in nefarious activities. It is 
difficult for the government to negotiate with 
agitators who want to grab the land of migrants 
after deportation. Home minister admitted that 
3,000 person have been killed in Assam while 
opposition insist on 5,000 killings and demand 
for the judicial inquiry of killing by a sitting 
S.C, judge. PM has assured that Centre would 
provide all necessary assistance to maintain 
law and order and relief to victims, when she 
visited Assam. Assam situation continue to 
agitate people all over the world and call the 
Assam killings as •murder-by-Government •. 
39, ASSAM ISSUE; Defies solution. Career & Compt. 
times 2, 12; 1982; 93. 
Describes that despite several rounds of 
tri-partite talks, there seem no hope of any 
solution in sight. Constitutional limitations 
call for election on or before 14, 18, 1983. 
Agitators have threatened to desist any move to 
hold elections prior to solving the delicate 
issue of foreigners. Govt, has three options; 
either to hold elections somehow, or amend the 
constitution to facilitate extension of Presidents 
Rule or to impose limited emergency in the state 
which is not possible without absolute majority 
in Rajaya Sabha. Govt, claims that the 
differences with agitators on 1967-71 entrants 
have narrowed down but Assam agitators have 
their own reservations about genuine citizens 
and are willing to accept only those as genuine 
citizens who possesse citizenship from Assam 
Govt. Task of resolving such and similar issue 
can be done by setting up tribunals in state. 
Opposition parties should rise above petty 
politics to resdue the entangle. 
40. ASSAM TALKS bogged again. Link 24, 13; 
8 Nv 1 981 ; 10. 
Discusses that the 14th round of Assam 
talks on foreigners issue also ended in a 
deadlock when the concerned failed to agree 
in principle. So far all the rounds of talks 
have ended in deadlock as no precise definition 
of the term foreigner could be agreed upon. 
AASU-AAGSP leaders have shown rigid stand on 
their demand but possibility of an other round 
of talk can n't be ruled out. Agitators 
demanded the deportation of all 1961-71 entrants 
which is not accepted to Govt. Govt, agreed to 
initiate steps to avoid further influx from 
Bangladesh, Agitation leaders are assessing 
their own popular support by a rally on Nov,10, 
Possibility of forming a non-Cong. Govt, are on 
with the opposition groups regranping in Gauhati 
to explore such a possibility. 
4G 
41 , ASSAM TALKS: Evade solution. Career and cQmpt« 
tiijies 3, 1; 1983; 79* . : 
Discusses that the 20th round of talks 
also failed. This times the talks took into 
consideration Ravindra Varma's proposal for 
determining citizenship by quasi-judicial 
tribunals. Agitation leaders who showed 
softening of their attitude differed on it 
too. Varma proposed an amended formula which 
divided the entire migrants into four categories 
for detecting and deporting theip. Agitation 
leaders called this an election-oriented formula 
and rejected it. Central Home minister's visit 
for inspection of boarder could achieve no 
success. Agitations leaders had to disown 
their claim that there was still a inflew across 
the border after the inspection and when alleged 
Baugladeshis proved their India citizenship 
certificates, Agitationists resumed their stir 
and arranged a to oppose elections. Centre 
is trying its best to hold tripartite talks to 
secure a consensus to hold election. 
42, ASSAM: The vicious circle. Link 23, 47; 1981; 25, 
Assam talks have become an end in themselves, 
where the emphasis from both parties seems to 
be to keep the talks going on at any cost. 
Any solution or formulae, if at all emerge, may 
generate for more problems. People in Assam 
realize the importance of the concession offered 
by the Central Government but some people inside 
the movement are amendable to reasoning. 
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43. BAGHI (Arun). Assam: Is there a solution. 
Sunday 7, 42; 20 Ap 1980; 19-22. 
Discusses the possibility of a solution 
of the Assam tangle and describes chronologi-
cally, the sequence of events in Assam since 
April 10 onwards. News of PM's visit to Assam 
has brought jubilation among the AASU ranks. 
Describes the change over of pricketdirs at 
Narengi Pipe line complex. AASU leaders 
think that Mrs; Gandhi who is visiting Assam 
has no option except to agree to 1 961 as the 
cut off year. PM arrived on April 12 and held 
discussions with the representatives of Assam 
Sahitya Saoha, ASSU, GSP, AAMSU etc and MLA^s 
belonging to all parties and made it clear to 
all concerned that she wanted a quick solution 
of the problem and proposed 1 971 as the cut off 
year. But AASU leaders insisted on treating 
NRC as the basic document for cut off year. 
But here visit seemed futile as AASU reaffirmed 
their row to continue the agitation and intensify 
it while Mrs, Gandhi wants a counter movement. 
AASU wave has not only stalled all educational 
exercise but also generating other kind of 
alienation among tribals and triblemen. Behind 
the AASU leaders there exist an invisible 
leadership that runs the show. 
44, DEADLOCK ON Assam.(Editorial); HT; 29 My 1981; 9. 
Discusses that the Assam talks once again 
have reached a deadlock and it will be a miracle 
if a solution somehow emerges. AASU-GSP leaders 
insist that they would not relent the 3-point 
formula put forward by the Centre and will call 
off the talks, Triportite talks got bogged down 
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in hair splitting and prevarication classifi-
cation of foreigners create misgivings in 
the minds of AASU-GSP leaders. If the majority 
of foreigners are to be expelled from state 
the central Govt, will have to find room for 
them. Bangladesh refuses to take them so does 
the states. If the citizenship formula is 
applied to these immigrants as sxoggested by 
AASU-AAGSP most of them will have to quit the 
state. Unless the Assamese leaders relent, there 
can be no immediate solution to the crisis. 
45. DISTURBING TRENDS.(Editorial); Indian Nation; 
19 My 1981 ; 6. 
Postpondment of proposed Assam talks have 
cast an ominous shadow on the out come of the 
current negotiation between the Centre and the 
AAGSP on the foreigners issue. Due to the 
complexity of the problem earlier talks have 
yielded no result. It is matter of grave 
concern if the next round of talks too feels 
current round of talks too fails the agitation 
would be indefinitely restarted. There is not 
much sense in holding talks with leaders of 
political groups as the solution of the crisis 
lies in the hands of AAGSP, Doubts about the 
success of current talks are disturbing. 
Infiltration from Bangladesh must be stopped 
as the foreigners issue will remain unsolved 
if that continue. 
4.) 
46* GOVERNMENT'S STAND On Assam, Compt. master 21, 
t2; 1980; 75,. : 
Discusses that there is no hope of any 
early solution on the Assam foreigner's issue. 
Home Minister claimed in the lok sabha that 
the Govt, has accepted the demand of agitators 
demand of identifying the foreigners and 
removal of their names from electoral rolls 
and said all of the migrants since 1 951 can not 
be pushed back. MP's discussing in the debate 
urged the Govt, to take initiative to resdue the 
problem and it was not impossible to ascertain 
foreigners and that bonafide citizens in no case 
be harrassed. Some members alleged foreign 
involvement in the issue. Members also observed 
that the state government official machinery 
has lent support to the agitators as is indicated 
with different incidents. Home Minister described 
thing could be settled easily in a clam and 
amicable atmosphere, 
47, KAL3AG (Chaitanya), Assam: Suspended Agony. 
India Today 7, 22; 30 Nv 1982; 2 5-26, 
Describes that as usual the 20th round of 
talks between the Centre and the agitation 
leaders started with a note of optimism and 
ended in a deadlock and has been termed as 
decisive by agitators. Govt, lacked imagination 
as is evident by over due reliance on Varma's 
formula. There was slight shift in the stand of 
agitators when they conditionally agreed to 
grant citizenship to 1951-61 immigrants. 
Agitation leaders were ambiguous about a 
constitutional amendment. Settlement on Assam 
tangle will deciede the fate of 1961-71 
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immigrants which vary in no. according to 
different versions. Amended formula of Ravindra 
Varma has also been rejected by AASU and called 
election oriented one and reject the allegation 
that their movement is communal and successional, 
Govt, has announced many concesions to Assamese 
in gen. and indigenous Assamese in particular by 
protecting their political, educational and 
employment rights. Assam is once again, the 
headlines, passing through the same cycle of 
optimism to stalemate, 
48. NAYAR (Kuldip). History of the Assam talks. 
Sunday 9, 26; 13 De 1981; 14-17. 
Deals with the chronological history of 
Assam talks and their subsequent failures and 
cause of the statemate, Assam agitation came 
into being on January 5, 1979 when certain 
Assamese were killed in a incident which led 
the formation of a agitation against the 
outsiders. If the Assam situation is to be 
analysed without emotion, it seems apparent \ 
that the real issue is political power, not 
foreigners. Foreigners who came to Assam 
between 1961-71 period figure at nine lakhs 
out of which a merge 2 8,000 are Muslims. 
Both the Centre and the Assamese realize that 
it will not be possible to push back Hindus 
to Bangladesh, whatever the agreed base year 
of Assam agitation rests to-day- without any 
prospect of immediate breakthrough. 
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49, PLEA FOR Assam talks.(Editorial); Tribune; 
18 My 1981; 4, 
Discusses that the Home ministry displays 
impatient and lack of wisdom in the decision to 
abandon the latest round of talks with Assam 
agitation leaders, Delhi talks were aimed at 
to find a way out of the inpasse. Govt, must 
defind order in societyi repression alone offers 
no solution of a grievance which is not insubs-
tantial and which has stirred up deep emotions 
in large section of the people in a hitherto 
peaceable state. Even if the movement against 
the foreigners national is weakening it has 
made the point and a wise Govt, would draw 
lessions from it. Some aspect of Assam movement 
are deplorable. There are on the fringes of the 
movement Xenophobes and other elements with 
dubious credentials. Violence has taken a toll 
of innocent lives. But the leadership of AASU 
has condemned resort to intinidation and 
violence AAGSP has made an advance by abondoning 
1951 as the cut off year for identifying 
foreign nationals and has offered 1961 as the 
cut off year. It is also necessary to reach an 
agreement on what to do with the identified 
aliens. Govt, rejected a suggestion that 
illegal immigrants of 1961-71 be deported from 
Assam and settled in other states after removing 
there names from electoral rolls. 
^2 
50, SAHAY (S). Gauti-Delhi-Gauhati. Statesman; 
2 8 My 1981 r 8. 
Discusses that the week long talks on 
the issue of 1961-71 immigrants could not 
produce any results Govt, insistant on 1971 
as cut off year and challenges the significance 
of national commitment, Repartriation of 
erstwhile Pakistani nationals has infact become 
more difficult following the birth of Bangiadesh, 
Repatriation to Bangladesh of 1961-71 migrants 
has been ruled out. It can not be doubted 
that the Assam problem needs to be solved. 
Sheer magnitude of migration into Assam has 
been straining the states resources and 
causling problems. Scene at state govt, is 
more at dismal than at the central level, 
Mrs, Talmur has neither the political well and 
strength nor the capacity to handle a highly 
complex problem. Over most issues, there is a 
question mark and the state is under complete 
strain. 
51, SQUARING THE Cirle.(Editorial); Indian Express; 
30 My 1981; 6. 
Discusses that after raising high 
expectation once again the Assam talks have 
ended blank. At the time of appointing the 
tripartite committee it appeared if the 
differences between the parties have been 
narrowed down. AASU-AAGSP shift of softening 
attitude of not sending out all who came in 
even in 1961-71 period. They even agreed to 
retain the 2,14 lakhs registered refugees 
when the Assam agitatiboa wanted a classifica-
tion regarding the unauthorised, the officials 
of the triportite negotiation committee replaced 
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it with the word illegal for the 1961-71. 
entrants thus once more sending the students 
into suspencions. After the statement and 
Center-statements by Govt, and agitators we 
are almost back to square one. Whether the 
halt in the talks is an interval or adjourn-
ment, it remains a matter of interpretation. 
52, TALKS ON Assam make no headway. Compt. Sue. Rev, 
19, 7; 1982; 20. 
Discusses that the sixth round of tripartite 
talks to consider the revised formula by Janata 
Party Leader Ravindra Varma also ended in a 
deadlock on the question of categorising 1961-71 
entrants. It present a reasonable solution of 
the problem but agitation leader questioned 
the bonafides of the proposed tribunals and 
reterated their demand to depart all 1961-71 
entrants. Defence Minister R. Venkataraman 
has assured that an ernest attempt would be 
made to examine the citizenship certificate, but 
AASU and GSP insist on their demand of detection, 
deletion and departion of all 1961-71 entrants. 
Govt, is left with two options idher to extent 
President's rule for more than one year after 
constitutional change or to hold assembly 
elections. As the Govt, has agreed to detect 
all 1961-71 entrants and disperse them elsewhere, 
it is wiser for the agitation leaders to allow 
to hold the elections. 
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53. UNDERSTANDING THE Problem.(Editorial); 
Naoptir Times; 21 My 1981; 6. 
Discusses that If the talks between the 
centre and the Assam agitators fail, there 
Is possibility of the state replasing into 
fresh turmoil, Anwar a Taiir.ur has minced no 
words to issue warning to this effect. Her 
Govt.*s faith hinges on the outcome of the 
Delhi talks. Agitation leaders claim that 
they have given up their earlier stance and 
simplified the issue. They agreed that 
foreigners entered Assam during 1951-1961 be 
first identified then they would be regularised 
as citizens, 1961-71 immigrants be dispersed 
elsewhere and post 1971 immigrants be deported 
to Bangiadesh, Agitation leaders have listed 
that talks with Bangladesh on pro 1979 
infiltrants could be held on the pattern of 
negotiation held between India and Ceylone to 
resolve the issue of cyclouese Indians Centre 
has decided to constitute tripartite committee 
to evolve a formula to determine the future of 
1961-71 foreigners. Human angle regarding the 
deportation of immigrants can not be overlooked, 
Assam problem is extreamely Complex at least 
for Centre though the movement leaders do not 
realize. Viable solution can only emerge if 
the problem is viewed with this angle. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
NEGOTIATIONS, FOREIGNERS* ISSUE, 
54. GUHA (Seema), Assam: Coiring closer together. 
India Today 6, 18; 15 Oc 1981; 45-46. 
Discusses that the last two rounds of 
talk on the foreigners* Issue between 
agitation leaders and centre's emlssory 
without any headway. There are mediation 
efforts between the two parties by some 
individuals. Twelve»point formula proposed 
by a mediator has acquired some can sensus 
by the concerned parties and is required to 
be further Investigated by GSP which if 
positive may possibily call for a solution 
of the tangle. Even if AASU to fresh proposal 
the GSP may attempt to bicker over minor 
details certain practical considerations may 
force the warring factions in the organisation 
to a quick settlement. There are different 
view points on many counts AASU and GSP. Both 
the apex organiiiations are many of involving 
Govt, servants in any further agitational 
programmes Public has how become tired after 
the 18th month old agitation and is in no mood 
to support it any more. Mid-term Elections 
may be held in Assam if foreigners* issue is 
satisfactorily solved. 
Ot) 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
NEGOTIATION, SOLUTION. 
55, ASSAM: High Stakes. Link 25, 4; 5 Se 1982; 6. 
The Assam talks are In a crucial state 
as both AASU-AAGSP and the Govt, have realized 
that an agreement should at any cost be arrived 
at, otherwise there will be an unprecedented 
constitutional crisis. Deadline of the election 
next year Imposes the need for an early solution 
In other case there may be further confrontation. 
On the one hand the agitation leaders seem, not 
to go back from their earlier standard on the 
other hand the Cong,(I) has equally high stakes. 
Talks have been adjorned to consider the formula 
propounded by Ravlndra Varma which seek the Govt, 
to detect all those who are not citizens and the 
deletion of their name of all those who came 
after 1971. Difference of view on the cut off 
year as well as the identifying document remains 
the same. During the previous rounds of talks, 
it seemed Imminent that both the parties may 
agree on a cut off year between 1965-67 and both 
the sides will lose more if solution is found soon, 
56. VIRTUE IN xolM of thumb,(Editorial); Statesman; 
4 Je 1983; 8, 
Discusses that both the parties AASU«-AAGSP 
leadership and the Govt, at last have realized 
that complex human problem can not be solved 
only through rigid formulae. AASU-AAGSP are 
justified in Interpreting Centre's plan to 
detect foreigners, delete their names from the 
electoral rolls and disperse them to other 
states to mean that 1971 will no longer be 
treated as a great divide. There is no agreement 
aoout the fate of 1961-71 immigrants which 
figure as high as 1,3 million. It is to be 
5/ 
hoped that better sense will prevail by the 
time the discussions are resumed, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
NEGOTIATIONS, TRIPARTITE, 
57. ASSAM: Stalemate over triviality. Career & Coinpt, 
times 2, 4; 1982; 71. 
Triparitte talks to end Assam impasse 
in New Delhi, to discuss document issue 
regarding detection of foreigners ended without 
success. Proposals by Union Home Minister were 
outrightly rejected by agitation leaders due 
to anomaly of statements of former Union Ministers. 
Government insisted on using all documents under 
Evidence Act for the detetion of foreigners. 
Opposition and agitation leaders differed in 
the point that residential documents can alone 
not be treated as documents for citizenship. 
Ravindra Varma said that any document which 
could prove citizen must be protected and 
suggested that the legality of the policy, 
instruction be reviewed by a judicial authority. 
Guide lines on voters list are needed to 
finalise form to facilitate the coming elections. 
5 8. SEN (Sumanta). Assamj Season for compromise, 
India Today 7, 15; 15 Ag 1982; 43-44. 
Discusses that the Assamese are hopeful 
of a solution in the proposed tripartite talks 
in the next month Agitation are optimist of 
possible solution as Centre can leave the 
foreigners • issue unresolved for long; besides 
elections are bound to be held by March. AASU 
leadership seems also tired of the prolonged 
continuance of agitation without a viable solution. 
)6 
There has been no change to leadership in 
AASU at top state level and within party ranks 
there may emerge some dissent. Students 
leaders, consequently striving to arrive at a 
solution to helpend the stalemate, AAGSP can 
not independently earing on the agitation if 
AASU wished to end it. Elections will oe held 
d)n the basis of 1979 electoral rolls. The issue 
of foreigners is posing a problem as to the 
fate of foreigners. Centre may arrive at a 
settlement with agitators but it will also 
bring misery to lot of Bengali speaking people, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
PEACE PROSPECTS, 
59, ASSAM: Normaley far away, Eco. and Pol« Wkly. 16, 
16; 18 Ap 1981; 686. 
Discusses that the situation in Assam is 
fer away from normaly though the agitation 
leaders are having a deliberate silence. There 
is a ray of hope that the deadlock talks may 
resumed on erucial cut off year. CM is wrong 
in saying that everything in Assam is normal. 
Due to the decision of the agitation leaders 
an uneasy calmness prevails. Style of function-
ing of CM is causing among people. Agitation 
has provoked passion and opened wounds which 
will taken long time to heat. Decision of PTCA 
to vote against the no confidence motion is a 
serious development in the political arena of 
state. 
5;] 
6 0. ASSAM: The need of the hour. Link 25, 30; 
6 Ma 1983; 7. 
Describes that insanity in Assam has at 
last subsided Assam, after witnessing wast 
communal and linguistic frenzy has started 
limping back to normalcy with the return of 
employees to work in Govt, offices, public 
transport services, banks and other commer-
cial establishment. 
61. END OF Assam crisis. Career events 2, 7; 
1980; 59. 
Discusses that there is a hope of 
defusion of tension in Assam as the centre 
in principle has accepted some demands made 
by Assam students. Assam students also 
demand provision of necessary constitutional 
safeguards for the protection of the identity 
of the indegenous people in the region. They 
also demand that Assam Govt, be provided the 
power to reject citizenship certificates 
issued by neighbouring states. Steps to 
stop the come back of foreigners are also 
demanded by students leaders, 
62. KAKATI (Satis C), Assam: Groping in the dark, 
Sunday 10, 25; 26 De- 1 Ja 1983; 26-27. 
Traces the root causes why peace is so 
elusive in Assam, for the last three years 
since AASU and AAGSP launched their agitation 
against the foreigners. Genesis of the problem 
lies in the fact with the influx of people into 
Assam from the eastern part of the undivided 
Bengal, Immigration problem was an economic 
6^  
phenomena and there was no opposition to the 
inflxix of East-Bengal peasent into Assam who 
were all Muslim. But after the partition of 
the country. Influx from East Pakistan assumed 
a entirely different character with amending 
wave of Hindu refugees into Assam. Fresh waves 
of refugees came to Assam as the Bangladesh 
liberation war was In progress 1970-71. 
Politicians did not show their concern for 
many years on the immigration problem in Assam,. 
There was an aonormal rise in the number of 
voters during the 1957-70 and 1970-79 years 
which amount to some 23,60,000 illegal entrants. 
All efforts made to evolve a solution have 
floundered, because the centre and the AASU-
AAGSP leadership has wrangled ever the cut off 
year. Janata Party leader Ravlndra Varma's 
formula was tried to find a way out of impasse, 
but without any success. Govt, should made it 
public how far It has conceeded the demands of 
the Assam agitators, besides setting up a high 
power commission to identify aliens, working out 
modalities for their dispersal or deprtation of 
alien binding to the concerned. This will bring 
an end to all suffering of the Assamese people 
and the Govt.*s anxiety. 
63, MISRA (KK). Assamx Return to normalcy. 
Mainstream 21, 47; 1983; 5-6. 
Describes a near normalcy in Assam. Guhatl, 
the worst ever scene of violence and dessertion 
in full of activity and life. Bandh calls by 
agitation leaders yield no response. Law and 
order are under complete controle and the rate 
of killing and crime has been contained. 
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State govt, is busy in rehabiliation and its 
employees are punctual and have disassociated 
themselves from agitators. Agitation support 
has been dwindled. Govt, is busy with detection 
and deportation of foreigners, appointing 
Triounals judges etc. Riot strife town show 
normalcy with communities living amicably. 
Refugees are sanctioned liveral financial grants 
and their dwelling are provided with seciirity. 
Fears in buildings and hearts of people are 
diging out soon. People who dare not come out 
even in broad day light are free to none anywhere 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
POLITICS, 
64, BARUAH (Sanjib Kumar). Assam: Beyond patriots 
and traitors. Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 15, 20; 17 My 
1980; 876-878.~ 
Discusses that the entire populace in Assam 
has been divided two lines; the patriat and the 
traitor in the context of Assam agitation. 
Peaceful satyagrahahs and attack on minorities 
can be understood on with reference to Assam's 
tangle nationality question. It is indeed 
unfortunate that reasonable people over the 
- number of deaths in inter-community clashes and 
the circumstances of these menstrous murders. 
Promise of an Assamese homeland in a federal 
India had more than four decade ago brought 
Assam into the mainstream of the natialistic 
movement. It can tradict many claims made by 
Hiren Gohain in his cudgel of chauvinism. 
Development of a Cong.(I) - CPM(M) alliance on 
Assam might be dangerous to the future of 
62 
of democracy and national integeration in the 
north-east, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICS, AASU-AAGSP, ROLE OF. 
65, OPPORTUNITY IN embattled Assam.(Editorial). 
Hindu; 19 Ma 1983; 8. 
Discusses that there may be truce in 
Assam as AASU-AAGSP have decided to suspand 
their main agitational programme. Contrary to 
the true of the move it would be wiser to 
restart aim the negotiation. Centre should 
try to work out for a political settlement of 
the problem irrespective of its constitutional 
obligation to protect minority as the problem 
in question too relates to the majority of the 
people of a state. However, some moves of AASU-
AAGSP are not conductive to cooling down the 
temperature, Promating a political solution 
would mean trying to contain the issue within 
civil channels. It is worthwhile to start the 
detection of post 1971 foreign nationals but it 
should be done by an impartial agency. Centre 
should dismiss the Saikia Ministry and dissolve 
the Assembly, which may appear as admission of 
political Illegetimacy of State Govt,, but it 
would serve more in the larger democratic and 
national interests for a meaningful negotiations, 
G,i 
6 6 . OPPORTUNITY IN Assam. ( E d i t o r i a l ) ; Tl,; 29 Ma 
1 9 8 3 ; 8 . 
Discusses that the AASU-GSP leaders have 
suspended their main agitational programme and 
decided to relief and rehabilitation of victims. 
Black flag demonstration to mark the visit of 
PM needs to be avoided. Without normalcy there 
can be no end to Assam's agony, Continuring 
confrontation can not be but eat as traphic, 
Mrs, Gandhi will do every thing possible for 
a lasting solution that will both serve Assamese 
speaking people and the lingustic, ethnic and 
religious minorities, AASU and GSP leaders have 
been regretably intransigent. If President's 
Rule in Assam is imposed it will at least give 
the concerned a whole year's time to settle the 
issues Involved, Appointment of Mr, Prakash 
Mehrotra as the Assam Governor is not a wise 
stepp as the post has earlier been held by able 
administrators and Mr, Mehrotra is no more than 
a Cong,(I) lightweight who is better advised to 
quit. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICIANS, ROLE OF. 
67, ASSAM: Will the Varma formula work, Sunday 10, 
20; 21-27 Nv 1982; 61 . 
Discusses the seven-point formula as put 
forward by Janata Party leader Mr, Ravindra 
Varma to resolve the Assam foreigners' issue 
and have categorises all the immigrants of 
1961-71 period have categorised into four 
broad categories a, b, c and d but the Assam 
agitators are in no mood to accept it and insist 
on the detection of foreigners before the coming 
election in 1983. AASU and AAGSP are insistent 
that the names of foreigners' be struck off the 
G'i 
electoral rolls before elections. Govt, propose 
to introduce the constitutional amendment Bill 
to postpon the election in the Parliament where 
it enjoys a comfortable majority. Present 
circumstances warn that the Varma formula does 
not seem to be the solution to the Assam 
stalemate 
68. PEACE PROSPECT in North-East. Career events 26, 
9; 1980; 524. 
Discusses that the 10 month old Assam 
agitation by AASU and AAGSP has been withdrawn 
at the intervention of Manipur CM Raj Kumar 
Dorendra Singh and blockade by agitators on all 
communities except crude has been lifted. In 
return, the Government has made several concess-
ions including the release of many agitation 
dentus. Second thought controversy was resolved 
by Dorendra Singh and accord was signed. Grant 
of citizenship to 1961-71 entrants was a 
difficult question. Imphal talks adjourned to 
be resumed in Shillong which later started with 
a note of dissent on preconditions. Agitation 
leaders insisting en withdrawl of all cases 
under Criminal Procediore Code, IPC and other 
acts- a demand turned down by Minister of State 
for Home Mr, Yogendra Makwana on the pertext it 
was a Employee Government case and should be 
made a point of discussion. 
b<) 
69. VARMA'S ROLE In Assam talks, Sunday 10, 31; 
20-26 Fe 1983; 66. 
Discusses the cpntroversial role played 
by Janata Party to resolve the Assam tangle 
and the manner In which he is taking decisions 
on behalf of the party. Some leaders of Janata 
Party caused their grave concern over the 
decision to boycott elections even without 
their knowledge. Defence Minister R.Venkataraman 
used the janata leader to put across the Govt, 
proposal as those of the opposition to give them 
credibility and to lull the AASU leaders who 
rejected the proposal because these were 
suspiciously close to Govt's, stand. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICIANS, ROLE OF, 
INDIRA GANDHI. 
70. EVOLVING NATIONAL consensus. Link 22, 46; 
1980; 6. 
Analyses that the Prime-Minister Mr. Indra 
Gandhi is keen to evolve a national consensus 
on Assam. Stie is keen to enlist the support of 
the secular forces to defend the unity and 
integerity of the country and is prepared to 
consider proposal in this direction. 
71. GUHA (Seema). Green signal. India Today 6, 9; 
1981; 37. 
Analyses that Mrs. Indra Gandhi gave the 
Assam cabinet a green signal to initiate 
discussion with the agitating, student leaders. 
Given the current mood of optimism, the prospect 
of a final solution are brighter than they had 
been ever before. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS. 
72. ASSAM: Night roust end.(Editorial); Mainstream 
21 , 31; 1983; 1 • 
Describes that AASU and GSP have suspended 
agitation and decided to relief and rehabiliation 
work for the restoration of normalcy in the 
state. This move is a tentative over ture and 
does gaurantee any change of their outlook. It 
is hard to hope any cooperation from them for 
the Saikia Ministry, Participation in relief 
and rehabiliation work is impossible without 
active cooperation of the state government. 
Decision for a black flag demonstration dviring 
PM's visit is an ambiguous step. It is wise for 
them to desist the policy of confrontation with 
authorities, ^ny intelligent appreciation about 
Assam crisis would lead them to realize the need 
of healing wounds continued insistence for 1961 
as to be the cut off date as against 1971 by Govt, 
seem to shatter their seriousness about an amicable 
solution of the Assam problem. 
73. ASSU*3 PROBLEM.(Editorial); T^.; 4 Oc 1984; 8. 
Discusses that attempts continue in Assam 
to unite the leading regional groups into a 
joint political forms, AASU convened a meeting 
to bring together PLP and AJD but failed to 
announce an agreement. But the move is to be 
welcomed. AASU still remains to be chief 
regional force in Assam. All the enthusiasm 
for a regional form has come from AASU, 
Due to boycott of elections last year both 
AASU-GSP had to face criticism. AASU has 
been entrusted the responsibility to unite 
the two leading regional parties into a 
united form, PLP and the AID did meet in 
April to form a gava marcha but failed to 
developed. There are differences between 
the approaches of the regional parties and 
AASU will have to find a way to resolve this 
difference. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICAL KILLINGS. 
74. GUHA (Seema), Assami Killing for a moral 
victory, Sunday 11, 18; 4-10 De 1983; 52-53. 
Describes how the new CM of Assam 
Mr. Hiteshwar SaiJcia escaped miraculously on 
Nov 19 when he was leaving after attending a 
function when a 19 year old youth Tridip 
Sharma attempted on the life of chief 
Minister. Attempt on the CM's life was 
symptematic of the frustration among the 
agitationist. Attempt on the life of Saikia, 
according to the would-be assassen was made 
because he was a symbol of illegal elections 
fiested on unwilling people by a centre bent 
on forcing a congress(I) govt, in the state 
and a sense of frustration has set in among 
many of the agitation supported. 
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75, PA^JDIT (Tooshar). E.S. Parthasarthy i Brutal 
end to an illustrious career, Sunday 8, 34; 
26 Ap 1981; 29. 
Reports the tragic death of upper Assam 
Commissioner Mr. E.S. Parathasarathy on April 
6 when he had just taken his seat in his 
chamber by a pressure bomb at the hands of 
professional and trained extremists having 
links with Assam agitators who are well-known 
for their intentions 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICAL PARTIES-B.J.P. 
76. BJP's FORMULA on Assam. Compt. Sue. Rev. 17, 
9; 1981; 17. 
Discusses the formula suggested by A.8. 
Vajpayee to resolve the Assam stalemate. 
7-point formula seek to resolve the issue by 
detecting foreigners on basis of provision of 
constitution and NRC, It seek to grant citizen-
ship to entrants upto 1961; disenfranchising 
1961-71 by removing their names. Formula is 
clearly constructive in spirit. Assam situation 
has further detoiated due to rigid stand of 
agitation leaders. Offer-^ .^ of the formula 
coincided with the softening stand of agitation 
leaders Central government has responded 
promptly and greatly to the demands of students 
and full advantage of the conciliatory tone of 
Central leaders be taken and resolve the problem 
by negotiation than violence. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICAL PARTIES, ROLE OF. 
77. BORA (SoRinath). Assam: seven parties launch 
Campaigns. New Age 29, 10; 1981; 2. 
Discusses that seven parties in Assam 
namely viz., CPI, CPI(M), Cong(U), RSP, SUCI 
and Lok ^al have started political campaign 
on the issue of foreign nationals. All the 
leaders of these political parties have 
appealed to the government of India to take 
fflrm steps against communal and secessionist 
forces. 
78. DASGUPTA (Pradeep). What are Assam's politicians 
doing now . Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 18. 
Discusses that the major politicians of 
the state are now a days keeping a low profile 
and are politically inactive without hope of 
mustering public support any more at a time 
when the Assembly has been sent in a suspended 
an invation prominent among them are stalwarts 
like JN Hazarika( Assam Janata Dal), Golap 
Barbora (Janata), and Sarat chandra Sinwa 
(Cong-U), Other national parties too, like 
CPI and CPI(M) have lost their contracts with 
public, AASU-GSP leaders too claim that these 
parties have no relevance to Assam. BJP leader 
AB Vajpayee too shares the view that these parties 
have become irrelevant. It was Nlbavan Bora 
founder of Pxirlan chaliya Lok Praishad (PLP) who 
proponded the concept of irrelevant political 
parties and which was later borrowed by AASU-
GSP. Some leaders of national parties came in 
7U 
lluewith AASU's view and wanted the lok sabha 
poll postponed- a demand ruled out by Govt, 
Activities of most of the national parties in 
recent times have become election-oriented and 
function through issue once of statements. But 
AAGSP alleged that the Cong,(I) and left parties 
were playing a communal role in Assam threatening 
the communal harmony. 
79, THAPAR (Romesh), Assam and Delhi, Eco, and Pol, 
WXly, 15, 19; 10 My 1986; 835. 
Fixes the responsibility of the present 
Assam crises in particular and the north-east 
in general an political parties who acuse each 
other for the present state of affairs; and a 
major responsiJDility is to be own by Congress 
which had earlier encouraged migrants from 
across the border. Government should vividly 
announce that all persons violating the citi-
zenship qualifications will be deemed as 
stateless persons and suggest a seperate Cachar 
state to Bengali dominating areas. Politics 
today is a crooked business of seizing 
advantage points in the system in a battle to 
consolidate power for its own sake. Judging 
form what goes on in the Capital now a days, 
we understand that ruling party does not know 
what to do on a particular front. It seems that 
the Prime Minister is being guided by some one, 
perhaps, Sanjay to take initiatives on any issue, 
be it Assam or else. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICAL TACTICS. 
80, DASGUPTA (Pradeep). Movement and the media, 
Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 20, 
Discusses that the leaders of the movement, 
AASU-AAGSP keeping in view the need for favou-
rable publicity, regarding their movement, were 
anxious to attract respected voices on their 
side and launched a campaign to tell the people 
what the movement was all about, Assam has 
never but the headlines of national and inter-
national newspaper and magazines as during the 
current movement. Press has much more activated 
and lot of material on Assam agitation with some 
of the new journals or periodical directly 
published by sponsor of movement, but adequate 
publicity to AASU is not being provided by 
official media. As a retaliatory measure AASU-
AAGISP voluntears picked Ga\ahati AIR, Another 
significant point is that the state govt, weekly 
Raijor Batori now carries reports mostly of 
Govt, activities. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
POLITICS, SOLUTION 
DEADLOCK, 
81 . ASSAM: Faith in New Delhi. Eco and Pol, Wkly. 
16, 42-43; 17 Oc 1981; 1670-1671, 
Discusses that central leaders call 
current Assam agitation as anti-national and 
secessionist, yet stir leaders are generous 
in demanding and enlarging role of central 
agencies in state. They ask for greater role 
of New Delhi in the region which may even 
cxirtail state government's power as agitation 
iz 
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leaders believe that central agencies are 
more considerate of their safety and security. 
As sequel to this, they demand centre to vest 
in it the right to issue identity cards to 
migrants instead of state govt. They also 
demand that the recommendation of tribunals 
should could only be Challenged in supreme 
Court. Taimur ministry, after fulJfilling 
the constitutional hitch, had to quit when 
some MLA's withdrew their support. Again, 
AASU and GSP are desirous of initiating 
dialogue with Centre as they can not organize 
it on such a large scale any call the students 
to prepare for their exam. There does not 
seem a amicable solution in future though 
students are anxious for resuming talks. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE ADMINISTRATION, ROLE OF, 
ASSAM: Burden on Geography, Eco. and Pol, Wkly, 
16, 6; 7 Fe 1981; 166. 
Disturbing news of arrest of some top 
officials etc, points out about the significant 
feauture of the agitation. Arrests came when 
the authorities convinced themselves that the 
concerned officials were sympathetic to the 
aims of the agitation. Excessive deployment 
of army in the whole of NE and Assam is a 
significant development. Govt, is in hope 
reaching a settlement with the agitation 
leaders. Popular ministry in the state could 
not yielded the return expected from it. There 
are differences between AASU and AAGSP may peter 
out agitation. Involving opposition parties 
73 
for tripartite talks has never been appreciated 
by the Govt, and the students. There Is no 
way for Assam to escape the burden of history 
and Geography. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE ELECTIONS. 
83. ASSAM: Battle of the ballot. Career & Coinpt. 
times 3, 3; 1983; 76-77. 
Analyses that elections In Assam have 
been announced by CEC whilst the agitation 
leaders Insist revision of electoral rolls 
before elections after a consensus on cut-off 
year. Opposition and agitation leaders 
disregard the voters* list by Government as 
It Is alleged contain name of foreigners too. 
Pre-poll violence that followed Includes 
boycott of elections, bomb explosions, blowing 
bridges, damaging property, rampagln mobs etc 
with curfew and firing. People responded to 
agitators' call for total non-cooperation in 
all parts except in Cachar and Goalpara. 
Government arrested top agitation leaders under 
NSA and Invoked Assam Special Powers(Press) Act. 
It is alleged that by applying dutious means, 
the Govt, is trying to rlgg the polls. If 
polling, at all Is held, it is feared to be 
bizarre, Assam problem is a far too complicated 
issue to expect any state Govt, to resolve in 
near future. There is a acute fall of nomina-
tion by candidates decllng from 1,044 in 1978 
to 630 now. performance-wise Congress (I) 
never had much credibility. Move to hold 
elections, though legally valid is Inherently 
wrong to Assamese. 
74 
84, ASSAM: Last exercise-, Eco, and Pol, Wkly. 
17, 48; 27 Nv 1982; 1886. 
Coimments that there reports about the 
firm determination of the centre to hold the 
elections in Assam, On the other hand the 
agitationists are equally firm to prevent any 
such elections before, according to them, 
foreigners infested electoral rolls are revised. 
It is certain that the two line strugle of talk-
talk, fight-fight in Assam, assiduously being 
engaged in by centre and agltationist will 
continue to the brink and neither side seem to 
be willing of being accused of breaking off 
talks. Same pattern was once again adopted in 
the last and latest round of talks held at 
Delhi and later resumed in ^aiihati with the 
expected announcement that little progress has 
been made during the negotiation and next round 
of talks would be held early in Delhi on December 
6. Coming round of talks may be last exercise 
in brinkmanship before a compromise on the cut-
off date on the part of both the parties. 
There is a increasing thrust on the disenfran-
chisement of foreign national and removal of 
their names and finding a acceptable formula 
delete on and disenfrancftisement of foreign 
nationals. 
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future and no hope of shift of AASU and GSP 
stand or cut off year. Due to agitation the 
economy of the state is in worst shape. 
Things may further detoriate, if no solution 
is resolved as early as possible. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE GOVERNMENT, PREVENTIVE* MEASURES, 
87. DRAMA BEHIND DIG'S pre-dawn arrest. New Delhi 3, 
19; 1981; 24. 
Describes that how Hiranya Kiomar Bhatta-
charya, suspected to be involved with Assam 
agitation was arrested. He is described as 
the brain behind the blast. He ignited the 
fuse by publically revealing that over 40,000 
voters were foreign nationals in Mangaldoi 
Parliamentary Constituency. The Governidftnt has 
ordered a top secret inquiry to find out if he 
had been aiding for abetting the saboteurs. 
88. MITRA (Sumit). Getting tough. India Today 6, 
1; 1981; 31, 
Discusses that the Taimur Ministry acted 
promptly after the provocation from agitators' 
side. Satayahgrah has been launched. However, 
new tactics on the part of Government are large 
scale deployment of the Central Reserve Police 
Force and the crackdown on the local press. 
There seems to be no possibility of a 
negotiated settlement of the foreigners issue. 
7V 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE POLITICS. 
89. ASSAM: Still smouldering. India Today 8, 7; 
1 5 Ap 1983; 29. 
Describes that political activity in 
Assaro has again revived with the inaugral 
session of state Assembly. Assembly session 
started at a time when the whole valley was 
hit by agitators non cooperation call. Saikia 
Ministry faced difficult times when the budget 
presented showed a record deficit of Rs.145.95 
crores. It is clearly evident that Saikia is 
disastrously failed to full fill the promise 
be made to m.aintain law and order within a 
month and res\aming developmental activity. 
Fresh violence and murder was repoirted in 
Darrang in which at least 13 persons were dead. 
Govt, could not control the violence with a 
fifm hand and many people were killed, SpordiC 
recovery of country made weapons were made. 
Saikia is also faced with fresh threate with 
his own party besides extremist activity. For 
the first time a congress Government in Assam 
clearly realized the foreign national issue 
and emphasised its early solution. 
90. SEN (Sumanta). Assam: A new uncertainity, 
India Today 7, 7; 15 Ap 1982/ 37. 
Discusses that there is no certainity 
over an expected solution K± on the foreigners 
issue and describes that Assam has been placed 
under Presidents* Rule after Gogol Ministry, 
even before facing Assembly fell. Assembly 
had been dissolved by Governor on the ^ 4*i^ '^ Ti2ft"^ .^  
%. 2)3 Q/^^ J 
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of outgoing CM without giving a chance to 
opposition left democratic front to form the 
govt, though it seem to enjoy majority. 
Anwar Taimur, principal opponent of Gogol is 
alleged to have engineered his fall. These 
type of political developments have been 
proclaimed as their facism by opposition and 
ridiculed the hope of elections. There used 
to be poor response to the bandh calls by AASU 
and AAGSP, Political parties lay mcuh emphasis 
on foreigners* issue to serve their own interests. 
It is feared that with the reimposition of 
Presidents • Rule high handed tactics of authori-
ties will once more prevail. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE POLITICS, AASU, ROLE OF. 
91. PANDIT (Tooshar), AASU for battle. Sunday 7, 
4 9; 8 Je 1980; 14-15. 
Discusses that the idea of a volunteer 
force raised by AASU came into being in 
February but took firm shape by the end of 
May, Leaders of AASU claim that since their 
struggle is going to be a long drawn affair, 
with the Govt, hardly in a mood to accomodate, 
so far sustaining this struggle we must 
ourselves organized because people inimical 
to Assam are also organizing themselves to 
fight us, AASU leaders alleged that Bangla-
deshis immigrants have been receiving arms 
training with the help of some legislatures, 
political parties and even Govt, officials, 
Jaynath Sharma, convenor of the volunteer force-
sweehchishebi Bahini, had to go underground 
7-3 
when the Govt, issued his arrest warrant 
and came down heavily banning drills in all 
the imptt. distt. Govt, considers that there 
may be some other motives behind the formations 
of the force because the reins of the force 
are in the hands of militant members of AASU. 
Besides, even if the force is harmless today, 
the Govt, feels that such drills can set off a 
chain reaction impairing communal harmony and 
aggrivating existing tensions. Disturbing 
report of involvement of some professional 
people like Police officials etc, led the Govt. 
to look at the Volunteer force suspectingly 
AASU. Volunteer force are very similar to that 
of SBB and even some trainers of force are from 
SSB. Extremists hardliners in the movement are 
also raising armed underground squads. There 
is a possibility of such squads being organized 
to undermine the AASU. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE POLITICS,CONGRESS(I) MINISTRY. 
92. BREATHING SPACE in Assam. Mainstream 19, 
30; 1981; 3. 
Analyses that the breathing space Mrs, 
Taimur Ministry has now got, should be used 
immediately for urgent dialogue with the left. 
An action programme both at political and 
administrative levels could be chalked out 
to revive democratic functioning in the 
state. The new Ministry should take the 
initiative to solve the Vex foreigners* issue. 
8^  
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT POLICES, 
93. GUPTA (Shekhar). Assamj Bracing for a 
showdown. India Today 8, 15; 15 Ag 1983; 33-34, 
Discusses that the agitation leaders have 
decided to resume their agitation on full scale 
from third week of August while CM Saikia 
braced for the show down Saikia who was In New 
Delhi was capable of oeing heard in Delhi. He 
succeded in getting declared a dry port by 
Centre which may earlier failed to do so. He 
was also able to convience the Centre to a like 
in oil royalty. aikia succeded in convincing 
the party high command to get him rid of a 
leadership-aspirant opponent. He successfully 
overcome the other issues like cut off year etc. 
He promptly refuted the charge that foreigners 
had voted in €he last elections and said that 
people can challenge the existing voters* 
nationality before the tribunals. His mercurial 
style of functioning has still got the agitation 
leadership puzzled. He is trying to project the 
image of an Assamese diehord. Bandh call proved 
ineffective even in strong agitation pockets 
like Mongoldoi and Sibsagar. It is short 
sighted to read too much into his success. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
STATE POLITICS, RIFT. 
94, BANERJEE (Partha S). Assam movement on the 
wane. New Delhi 3, 17; 1981; 26. 
Analyses that the students seem to be 
tired of the agitation which has gone too 
long. Prolonged continuance of the agitation 
has caused more damage to the states economy 
than else. Purchasing power of the people 
has drastically been dropped, Bengali Hindus 
alongwith immigrant Muslims have openly 
refused to respond to the bandh calls given 
by agitators and have defied such calls by 
opening their shaps and other establishments. 
Another factor which contributed to the fall 
of the movement was the ever widening rift 
between the AJSSU and AAGSP, the government 
also deployed CRPF which was ordered to act 
accordingly. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION TACTICS, 
ADMINISTRATION, POLICE, 
ROLE OF. 
95, ASSAM: Fall out of opportunism, Eco. and Pol, 
Wkly, 15, 51; 1980; 2114, 
Discusses that the temporarily suspended 
Assam agitation which received a severe blow 
after the installation of Taimur Ministry, 
proved to be a purely tactical retreat. 
Little tension eased out with the end of 
blockade and lifting of Gheraos. PM is 
talking about give and take but police is being 
used against the people, it is feared that 
coming days will witness reign of repression 
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and use of NSO, Centre on one hand is 
adopting delay tactics to exhaust the movement; 
and also commit or omit to reincarraate, 
continue and intensify it. Agitation leaders 
who arrived.at a mutual understanding and 
imminent settlement were later irked by Centre's 
dubious stand. It has a inconsistent view of 
its stand and show lack of seriousness, unlike 
the unrealistic demands of students, in the 
false hope to tire the agitationists or buy 
them out. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
VIOLENCE. 
96. ASSAM: Mounting toll. Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 18, 
7; 12 Fe 1983; 198. 
Discusses that the death toll in different 
areas of Assam is mounting rentlessly and 
there have been provocatory and retaliatry 
attacks on police stations and other acts of 
violence the since the outbreak of disturbances 
in Mangaldoi. It is hard to acfept the Govt, 
claim that the opposition to Polls is restricted 
to certain areas keeping in view the scale of 
violence and that the disturbances are the 
handiwork of foreign agents or extremists. 
Govt, is also furnishing wrong claims in support 
of their arguments. During her election tour 
Mrs. Gandhi has only chosen to visit Goalpara, 
Kamrup and Nowgang districts where Muslim 
immigrants and Hindu in migrants predominate 
from where Cong,(I) has been winning in the 
previous elections. It is imptt, to note that 
while LDA was able to organise a election rally 
the Cong,(I) could not do so making her appearence 
in Gauhati purely symbolic. 
8.3 
97. ASSAM: Restive minorities. Ecto. and Pol. Wkly. 
18, 26; 2 5 Je 1983; 1122. 
Discusses that the recent deliberations 
of Bado Sahitya Sabha and,of 2nd annual 
conference of AATSU have again highlighted 
the extraordinary fragility of Assamese society 
and that agitation leaders have hardened their 
stand on foreign nationals issue recommendation 
of both the conferences seek for recognition of 
Bodo language and creation of autononr.ous 
districts and regions for the plain.tribals etc, 
which will be termed as sectarian by most 
agitation leaders. Conferences arranged after 
the recent widspread and generated massacres of 
people in which Plain Tribals were also involved. 
Reviewing such demands would obviously mean 
intensification of existing tension. As religious 
minorities, primarily, the Muslims have alienated 
from rigid stand of agitation leaders, they will 
now only oppose the agitation. It would be 
wrong to attribute restiveness among the 
minorities to maclination by central and state 
leaders because the fact is that Assamese society 
is in some way more fragmented than other 
societies and productive forces are not mature 
enough to form and consolidate on Assamese 
identity. 
98. BIDWAI (Profula). Assam on a shortfuse: Roots 
of popular alienation. Tj[*' ^ 1 Ma 1983; 8. 
Article describes that the Assam situation 
is far from diffused with the routine daily 
incidants of violence. Mutual suspicion, 
distrust hatred and a generalised mark relations 
among people. There is no social or political 
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force which can recompose Assamese Society. 
Process of Assamese assimilation of Assamisation 
iDetween ethnic and linguistic groups has vanished. 
Most Assamese people express their extreme resent-
ment towards the centre and it began to grow with 
the installation of the "^ aimur Ministry. Conse-
quences of the approach of the her Ministry were 
extemely disastrous. Formation of the Saikia 
Ministry has completed the alienation of Assamese 
people from the mainstrtam of the Indian politics, 
AASU-AAGSP demands involve numerous and complex 
issues. Immigrant Muslims peasants has been a 
tough competitor for the less efficient Assamese 
cultivator. Language issue is equally imptt, 
in this context because the Assamese are perhaps 
the only significantly large nationality in 
India who fought against the imposition of 
Bengali for several decades. Large no. of 
Assamese people fear that the immigrants will 
now declare themselves as Bengalis which will 
turn more than a third state as Bengali speaking. 
It will also jeopardise the cultural identity 
of Assam, 
99. BIDWAI (praful). Assam: Patterns of violence. 
TI.; 2 3 Ma 1983; 1. 
Discusses that the violence and terror 
continue to rule in Assam though Army has been 
entrusted to maintain law and order in more 
areas. There is a recrudescence of mass 
programs involving buriing of hundreds of huts 
and killing of dozen of people, i^ ven after take 
over of more areas by Army in Kamrup bomb blasts 
815 
assault on people and inimidatlon continue 
in the distt. Immigrants Muslims only account 
for 805K of casualties of violence in the first 
pattern of violence extending to first 3 weeks 
of violence excepting Gohpour and Chamaria 
where 30 Assamese Hindu villagers were killed 
by tribals belonging to PTCA, As many as 2,500 
immigrants of Bengali speaking origin have so 
far been killed in which worst sufferers were 
the immigrant Muslims. Over 40,000 huts of 
the non-Assamese immigrants have so far been 
razed to the ground. Muslim immigrants were 
the target only because they did not support 
the anti-election campaign of the AASU-AAGS 
agitators. The Goviest part of the murderous 
attacks d»n immigrants of Bengali is claimed 
to be motiveless massacres. Assam administra-
tion has played a strangely uneffective role 
in containing the violence which is a power to 
the sad state of Saikia administration. 
100. GOHAN (Hiren). Count-down in Assam. Eco. and 
Pol. Wkly. 15, 21; 24 My 1980; 916-917. 
Discusses that there has been both 
intimidation and brutul physical violence 
even against well known leaders of leftist 
parties and organizations in innumeraole cases 
and the local press is distorting facts to 
eiionerate the extremists, Due to negative 
attitude of the press right picture of carnage 
in Kamrup could not be made public. Backbone 
of the movement is the militant rural youth and 
he is hostile towards social and political system, 
Democratic and national aspirations of various 
ethnic groups in Assam had been kept underlid 
by Centre. RSS is certainly involved in master-
winding conspiracy against minorities. Secession-
ism will certainly follow and the left parties 
will have to share the part of blame, 
101, GUHA (Seema), Assam; Towards a more practical 
approach, Sunday, 11, 17; 21 Nv-8 De 1983; 46-^7. 
Discusses that Assam was rocked with 
violent Incidents and explosion just before the 
PM's visit to the state which earlier- reinalned 
calm for months together. Mrs. Gandhi as a 
sequel to the Assamese demand every thing possible 
to avert the possible infiltration across the 
border has been done. Her visit is a morale 
boaster for the ruling party led by Hlteshwar 
Saikia who has succeeded to break the AASU 
stranglehold on political activity, AASU and 
GSP seem to have lost some of their former self 
assurance and are undecieded what to do next. 
Even press has started questioning the utility 
of bandhs and blackouts. There are also 
indication of the softening of the attitude of 
the students leaders as is evident from the PM's 
visit. Assam agitators are convinced at least, 
now that the issue can betterly be 
solved at a political level and they are reali-
sing the importance of entering the national 
political mainstream. AASU proposes to hold the 
first political conference in Gauhati and the 
stalemate wherein many leaders of national 
political are expected to attend. Air of distrust 
and misgiving prevails while AASU keep a low 
profile. It is a matter of time to see if the 
AASU is able to revive the agitation. 
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102. GUHA (Seema). Assam: Will the govt, •s stand 
can down the agitators. Sunday 10, 2 9; 2 3-29 
Ja 1983; 48. "" 
Discusses that with the announcement 
of Assam elections, the Govt, has invited a 
confrontation from agitators who will resent 
election tooth and nail amids its own dubious 
stance of cancillatory gesture and a hard 
stand towards them. Govt, has taken some of 
its very rigid decision towards the agitators 
including arrests, use of NSA and press curb, 
Sedetent crackdown has been deeply resented 
by people throughout the valley who oppose 
the elections on the basis of 1979 electoral 
rolls. Decision to hold elections has yielded 
mixed reactions among the people. political 
parties too have a indifferent response for 
the elections where CPI(K) and Cong(S) fearing 
an unfair election and Jp, BJP and Lok Dal 
opling out leaving the congress (I) alone in 
the field. It is wrong to emphasis that 
every section of people have opposed elections. 
Contrary to pre-movement camp, a large group of 
people prefer elections to the indifferent rule 
of bureaucrats. 
103. KILLINGS CONTINUES. (Editorial); Tribune; 29 *»a 
1983; 4, 
Discusses that just within 24 hrs. of 
decision of AASU-AAGSP to suspend their 
agitation the state has again seen many 
incidents of violence belying any hope of 
return of normalcy in the state. As many as 
12 persons were killed in Newgang and sibsagar 
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districts on Monday besides bearing of at 
least 50 houses in Sibsagar by a mob. 
Revival of violence remind of how deep rooted 
the poison of unrest and hate has become in 
state. It becomes crystal clear that the 
news of suspension of stir has not reached 
the effected areas before the incidents in 
Sibsagar occurred or perhaps the leaders of 
AASU-AAGSP have lost their grip may also not 
be ruled out. This later conclusion is being 
given more weightage in the official circtes. 
However, the decision to suspend the agitation 
must be welcomed, PM who is paying a visit to 
Assam will be greeted with a black of bags to 
express their resentment against the elections 
and the Cong(I) ministry. While the people of 
Assam as a whole are now more anxious, than 
they were for a return of normal conditions 
and the cult of violence has not y€Jt been 
completely eliminated. 
104. PARANJPE (HK). Why north-east is angryi 
A sectoral view, Mainstream 10, 15; 1980; 11-12 
Analyses cause of tiirmoil in Assam and 
North-East. One such Principal cause is the 
long neglect of people of North-East by Govt, 
and rest of the country. Common unfortunate 
custom is that beaureacracy and administration 
take a problem seriously only when it assumes 
a bad shape. Evidence of such complacent 
attitude neglect especially railway transport 
in N-E are common. Transport system has 
become worse after partitian due to certain 
8^) 
special difficulties. Slow development due 
to lack of transport facilities and long 
distances are a big hurdle. Enterpreneurs 
for obvious reasons are reluctant to set 
enterprises. -^t is difficult to ensure free 
supply of essential commodities to various 
supply points before monsoon. Assam react 
link and other concessions are useful, but 
inadequate. Northing concrete of the sort 
has been done by Railway Ministry and other 
concerned authorities to ensure free flow of 
supply and passenger. Assam intellectuals 
think that they are subjected to neglect and 
their economic security and psychological 
needs are denied. All recommendations of 
Freight structure Inquiry Committee and Railway 
Tatriff Inquiry committee could have not been 
implemented. Some imaginative gestures would 
have peen made by Central authorities to take 
steps to remedy matters. Tariff rates for 
N.E. reeds priority attention. 
105. ROY (Sublr). Mvirderous bombs of Assam, Sunday 
8, 34; 26 Ap 1981; 22-23, 
Discusses violent incidents in Assam 
including the brutal death of Mr. Esparthasa-
rathl, commissioner of upper Assam Division in 
a severe bomb blasts in his office. In June 
1980, PREPAK leader Maipak sharm.a held a meeting 
at which plans were hatched to take terrorism 
to Assam. Blue prints were drawn to assassinate 
leading politicians like ^arat Chandsa Sinha and 
Mrs. Anwara Taimur. Decision were taken to raid 
the RBI office at Gauhati. Ainong the documents 
seized was a detailed and acurate plan of the 
Gauhati RBI. 
C;.-HO 
106. SEN (Sumanta). Assamj Extremist to the fore. 
India Today 6, 23; 15 De 1981; 42. 
Discusses that the three year old 
Assam agitation which lumbers without a 
solution, is heading towards a drastic change 
in its stand. Bandhs and spordic acts of 
violence confirm the belief that hardlimers 
of movement may establish links with reoels. 
Mass base is slipping away from the movement 
and agitators are losing grip over people. 
Present phase of bandhs of agitation has failed 
to gain the support of the people., AAMSU is 
growing side by side of AASU, Political parties 
of the state are playing their game of numbers. 
It seems that there is no hope of elections as 
voters* list can not be updated before solving 
the foreigners* issue. 
107. WITHOUT PARTISANSHIP.(Editorial). Indian Express; 
10 Wa 1983; 6. 
Notes that the conditions in Assam 
remains to be tense reports of some minor 
incidents. AASU-AAGSP have given a call for a 
state-v.'ide bandh to coincide with the inaugral 
session of the state Assembly, Movement 
leaders besides some political parties demand 
the dismissal of present Govt, and return of 
Presidents' Rule in the state. Home Minister 
Sethi has rejected the demand and warned that 
those responsible for unleasting violence and 
mayhem cannot go unpunished. CM Saikia has 
said that he will deal firmly with disruptive 
and violent elements but the doors for nego-
tiations are always open for a amicable solu-
tion, iiltate Govt, has announced that the 
detection of post 1 971 foreigners would soon 
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start and are administrative inquiry into 
the recent killings is being ordered. of all, 
the most ijnportant thing is that mutual trust 
and confidance of people be restored avoid any 
further distress. It is obligatory on the 
part of the AASU-AAGSP and political parties to 
expand the responsive cooperation to the present 
care-taker Govt, in order to restore normalcy, 
Assamese be assured that Assam's aguish is being 
shared by the entire country and that they are 
no longer alienated. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
VIOLENCE, AASU, ROLE OF. 
108, AGITATION IS on again, Sunday 9, 2 5; 13 De 1981; 
16-17. 
Discusses that the Assam agitation is 
still continuing since its start two years 
back. This time the agitation is on with 
more vegour, AASU which earlier believed in 
the continuance of Assam agitation non-violently 
has taken a shift in their position. Renewed 
bandhs and rallies were organized and Govt, 
this time seem on taking firm actions against 
the low-breakers to deter them from taking 
any violent mood. Political parties were busy 
trying to dr\am up support for a ministry and 
organizing defections. Presently is neither 
having a popular ministry nor an end to the 
agitation. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
VIOLENCE, EXTREMISM. 
109. EXTREMISTS* ACTIVITY in Assam. Coinpt. Mast. 
26, 1; 1984; 12. 
Discusses that the extremists* 
activity in Assam is on rise with more 
violent and unlawful acts as a part of 
agitation programmes. Latest statistics 
indicate that after police raids many-
extremist have surrendered to authorities. 
Large quantity of arms and ammunition have 
been recovered as a result of these raids. 
Chief Minister Hiteshwar Saikia who made 
these announcements said Gauhati University 
campus is being misused by extremist and 
culprit. 
110. GHOSH (Santanu). Jackal goes to Assam. 
Sunday 8, 34; 26 Ap 1984; 26. 
Describes the arrest, involvement 
and plans of Maipak Sharma of PRE PAK 
nicknamed as Jackal and his links with 
extremists elements in the Assam extremists. 
32 year old Sharma who set ablaze Imphal 
Valley in 1979 is an intriging man of many 
roles. Intelligence sources describe him 
as a ruthless with a known record of 22 
killings, a double agent and the man 
behind the Manipur insurgents* connection 
with the Assam extremists. 
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111. GUHA (Seema), Assam: Violent death. 
India Today 6, 8; 30 Ap 1981; 45. 
Discusses how the commissioner of 
Assam's Plains Division, ES Parthasarthy 
was brutually killed in his office in 
Jorhat when a oomb placed under his chair 
exploded. Brutal killing has sent shock 
waves throughout official circles in state. 
It was not an isolated case as violence, 
explosions, and saootage has been quite 
common in the recent past and a pointer to 
the potentially dangerous dimension-to the 
Assam struggle. Negotiation between students 
and Centre oe seriously inficted lest 
extremist forces gain a uppt:r hand. There 
is a little doubt that the killing of 
parthasarthy has demonstrated the alternative 
to a considered negotiated settlement. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
VIOLENCE, GOVERNMENT, MEASURES. 
112. ASSAM: Testing ground. Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 15, 
52; 27 De 1980; 2158. 
Discusses that the outcome of the 13-
day satyagraha resulted in many killings in 
firing and the imposition of press censorship. 
Contrary to these restrictions, agitation has 
sustained as people in the movement oelieve 
that their cause is just. It is unwise to 
oelieve that the agitation will collapse oy 
closing dailies or weaklies. Invocation of 
Assam Special powers (Press) Act, 1960 and 
other retaliatory measures be viewed in the 
context of developing crisis in the country 
at large. Disturbed areas Act used in N-E 
91 
and Assam may also be used in the rest of the 
country. Each such measures has to oe sten 
in the context of total situation, not only 
in Assam but in the country as a whole. 
Centre wanted to oe aosolutely sure, that 
when decides to move in Assam it should not 
meet the same fate as it did in other areas 
of north-east. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION, 
VIOLENCE, KILLINGS. 
113. BARGOHAIN (Nirupama). Assam: Incidents in 
north Kamrup. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 15, 20; 
17 My 1980; 878. 
Initially the agitation against the 
foreign nationals was peaceful with spordic 
violence from time to time but turned violent 
on January 5, in north Kamarupa district. 
Army and Paramilitary forces had to oe deployed 
to contain the violence. Stories of Police 
excess and atrocities on people were circulated, 
A large number of victims took shelter in camps 
as refugees. Victims wtre harrassed oy 
miscreants in Baganpar on the pretext of 
collecting donations for agitation. When a 
Assamese young student was killed on January 5, 
the trouble soon started with the burning, 
looting and killings of hundreds. People 
responsiole for the carnage were non other 
than their own neighbour and friends with 
whom they have grown up. Assamese attack on 
people was aimed at annihilating Bengalis. 
9 ri 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
VIOLENCE, PEACE PROSPECTS. 
114. ASSAM: Set for another ordeal. Career & Compt. 
times 3, 10; 1983; 20. 
Dlscussfcs that Assam's orlef respite 
from violence and dlsbruptlon seems to be 
over and Is again set for another ordeal. 
Newly formed Govt, has done a fairly good 
job within short period of six month. 
Semolance of normalcy has returned to the 
state. Salkla, . ,. _^ has Initiated the 
move to Identify the infiltrators through 
20 tribunals to solve foreigners' Issue. 
Students' leaders show no appreciation of 
Govt, move and consider the Salkla govt, 
invalid. Tension is growing, and if violence 
erupts it would be worst of its kind. 
Agitatlonist are ordomant aoout their demands 
Including the dismissal of Salkla Govt. 
After the last feoruary senseless killings, 
the agitators are down hill journey and have 
alienated a large sections of its supporters. 
Dissension within the ranks of the movement 
is also not uncommon oecause of its link with 
RSS. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
VIOLENCE, POLITICAL KILLINGS. 
115, SEN (Sumanfea). Assam: Violent reminders. 
India Today 8, 23; 15 Se 1983; 50-51. 
Discusses that .. Salkla who hopes that 
the anti-foreigner agitation was dying down 
was the target of an assassination bid on 
Nov 19. AASU and GSP, the intelligence 
[jo 
ASSAM PROBLEM, AGITATION 
VIOLENCE, SOLUTION. 
116. ASSAM: The next steps.(Editorial); Patriot; 
22 Fe 1983; 4, 
Discusses that Assam is in dire need 
of a healing touch after the most fraticidal 
conflict since independence. There is a need 
of a move which can diffuse the crisis 
sufficiently and the PM herself should lead 
any such move as only she is capaole of 
solving such a critical proiolem as Assam. 
AASU-AAGSP leaders be persuaded by public 
figures to settle the scores only on the 
negotiation table. Whatever happened in the 
Assam villages can be compared with primitive 
tribalism. decent polls in Assam did not 
fulfill the very basic objective of polls 
necessary to create representative institu-
tions in a free climate. No purpose has oeen 
served by taking a legalistic view of the 
recent poll and insisting that the outcome 
of the polls has some validity as that of 
normal election. Happenings in Assam warned 
all the concerned that a similar Dlunder should 
not be repeated in Punjab whose situation 
interact with that in Assam. 
97 
ASSAM PROBLEM, COMMUNAL 
ORGANISATION- R.S.S. 
117. ENGINi-ERl^ASgJlAtl All). Assam; Dirty hand of RSS, 
111. Wkly India 104, 7; 1 5 My 1983; 8-9. 
Investigates that the RSS is responsible 
for inciting the killings of Muslims at Nellie 
and tlsewhere in Assam. Problems of Assam is 
extremely complex and fears that it will not 
yield to an easy solution. AASU claim that 
their agitation is not directed against any 
religious group and argue that they are fighting 
against those who do not accept our language 
and culture and they threaten their identity. 
118. JASWANT SINGH, Assam: Night without end. 
111. Wkly India 104, 2 3; 2 3-29 Oct 1983; 22-27. 
Analyses that after four months of 
quiescene, things are hotting up again. 
There is violence in the air. Problem lies 
in the simplistic view of this complex 
situation. Roots of violence are digging 
deeper as we try to explain away the carnage 
in terms of familiar idioms; like law and 
order problems or Hindu-Muslim animosity. 
Illegal immigration remains the main issue. 
Assamese are genuinely concerned about their 
oeing culturally over run. RSS bogey is 
merely peing raised to distract d)ur attention 
from the main issues at stake. Ovex 90^ of 
clashes and the resultant death took place 
in rural Assam, where the RSS has no hold at 
all. Clashes are of bewildering forms; 
tribals vs non-tribals, Assamese Hindu vs 
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Bengali Hindu, Assamese Muslims vs Bengali 
Muslims. Identifying and disenfranchising 
the alien citizens is the only way to the 
problem. Nothing else will work, 
119. KALBAG (Chaitanya). RSS plans for north-east. 
Sunday 9, 20; 1 Nv 1981; 24-25. 
Comments en a book entitled what ails 
India's north-east by Bhanu Pratap Shankla 
of RSS, Comments that the Assam agitators 
have taken a lot of inspiration from the 
RSS and its stand on North-east in general 
and Assam in particular. North-east problem 
is seen purely as one of the excessive Muslim 
migration and sinster praselytisation, RSS 
book's theses is the same as the arguments 
put forward by the agitation leaders in 
their pamphlets and booklets last year. 
Conclusive comments restricts that the author 
has no concept of secularism and neither they 
allow the country to remain secular? 
120. PANDIT (Tooshar). Is the R.S.S. active, 
Sunday 7, 49; 1980; 12. 
Analyses that activities of RSS are 
predominant in Gauhati and Brahmaputra Valley, 
Regular drill is observed every day. The 
proceeding end with a prayer to defend the 
Hindu religion. They hold series of training 
camps expanding its shakh as and Ccimpaign to 
popularise its deals. The RSS chief and 
General secretary visited Assam and preached 
communal hatred. Many AASU volunteers follow 
the comrrands of RSS, 
iVJ 
ASSAM PROBLEM > COMMUNAL 
VIOLENCE. 
121. GUHA (Seema). Assam: AASU infected by canker 
of communalism. Sunday 10, 43; 15-21 My 1983; 50. 
Comments that the communal violence which 
rocked Assam during and after the Feouary 
elections has tecipped the AASU of its secular 
facade and has led to an imminent spiit in the 
organisation. There has always oeen a tussle 
JDetween the hawk and doves within the AASU and 
between liberal communal elements. There is 
also a possible link of AASU volunteer force 
with RSS. After the Nellie and similar other 
killings, Assamese Muslim feel that the movement 
was taking a dangerous communal turn. AASU 
volunteer force is a well-armed organisation and 
many of its local leaders are openly anti-
Muslim. Minority leadership in dissent on many 
points with AASU and duassociate themselves 
from AASU and presented a memorandum to the 
organization which they justify. AASU leader-
ship maintain that by calling a seperate meeting 
of Muslim students Noorul Hasan has orcached 
the AASU discipline. Split in the AASU is 
alleged to be masterminded by CM Saikia which 
is being observed as the begining of the end of 
the movement. 
122. PATEL (Vibhuti). Assam: Another view of incidents 
in Kamrup. Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 15, 2 0; 17 My 1980; 
879. 
Discusses that curfew was imposed in 
Kamrup on Ja 5, 1980 following clasht-s between 
people and the areas were declared as disturoed 
and army was called to restore law and order. 
Army and CRPF•s atrocites reports suggestive of 
lOU 
their wrath on innocent people and relief 
and medical teams from Gauhati rushed to 
Nalbari and treated a large many victims of 
army's wrath including numerous rape victims. 
Eyewitness account speak of atrocities on men 
and women falk being malested or raped. 
These atrocities have been strongly condemned 
by all quarters. Whether the central Govt, 
accept the demands of agitatiors or not, 
whether the situation is handled with added 
firmness or not, it is necessary and urgent to 
demonstrate that the guilty will be firmly 
dealth with. 
123. STANDSTILL SITUATIONS.(Editorial); Tribune; 
18 Ma 1983; 4. 
Notes that the claim of Governor and CM 
of Assam that the situation in Assam is under 
contract is a blatant lie. This is evident 
with the gruesome murder of nephew of Assam 
CM in Tinsuihia. Though this was only a 
stray case of violence, it is politically 
significant incident. It is also an indication 
of the people resentment against the CM. Fresh 
wave of unrest and violence is clecirly all 
cards. Wounds caused by the barbaric violence 
in Assam will not heat up soon. Bitter memories 
of death and destruction still fills the minds 
of thousand people. In Punjab too situation is 
far from normalcy. Punjab stalemate will not 
be allowed to continue as the majority of the 
people in Punjab are not in favour of bloodshed. 
B.J.P. and Akali ^al should start fresh moves to 
solve the Punjaia stalemate as they already been 
in informal contact. 
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124. SUJATA ANADAN..Assam on fire. 111. Wkly. India 
104, 11; 13 Ma 1983; 8-11. 
Discusses that all citizens are the 
victims of the mindless violence wracking in 
Assam. Police atrocities by an Assamese can 
be well compared with the terrorisation of 
Bengalis and immigrants by the Assamese. 
Predicts that if this reign of terror is not 
halted immediately, the state will soon split 
into fragements. There was been no pattern 
of killings in Assam the tribals massacred 
Immigrants at Nellie while at Gohpur they 
killed Assamese. 
125. ASSAM PROBLEM, COMMUNAL 
VIOLENCE, KILLINGS. 
125, BANERJBE (Sumitra). Massacre at Gohpur. 
Sunday 10, 33; 6-12 Ma 1981; 
Reports the bloody clashes between 
tribals and Assamese in Darrang district in 
which at least 100 peoples were killed and 
45 villages were affected affecting 14,000 
Assames villagers besides the tribals. There 
are various versions about the cause of 
clashes between Assames and tribals strongest 
of which being the support of election by 
tribals and ^TCA to which Assames particularly 
the Assam agitators are opposed. Ill-feeling 
between the Assames and tribals was developing 
for long which led. One result of the Gohpur 
riots has been that the agitators might now 
find it difficult to get the support of trioals 
in any of their future programmes. 
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126« GUPTA (Shekhar). Time of heed warnings. 
jEjidian Express; 17 Ma 1983; 6. 
Discusses the role of plain tribals 
has been most baffling in Assam who are all 
responsible for the fractricidal killings in 
Gohpur, Nellie and many other places. They 
have been quiet almost during the agitation 
throught the three years. Govt, and AASU-
AAGSP agitators point to the inconsistency 
in the tribal behaviour during the killings. 
There is a surprising pattern and trend in 
violence. There are two types of Bodos tribes 
settled in Assam coming from China and Bhutan 
and Nepal. Reason for anger of plains tribal 
is that at least 4,000 hectares of trioal land 
has been alienated in the 37 well defined 
protracted tribal blocks. Plains tribals 
suffer also on account of the land ceiling 
Act. Assam has the distinction of claiming 
large of poor tribals* land as ceiling 
surplus. Most of the aodos Gohpur have been 
uprooted from Sibsagar will settled in Gohpur 
reserved forest but were evicted by forest 
officials. In Nellie the tribals outbursts 
were directed against Muslim immigrants who 
have taken their lands. There is no evidence 
of massive tribal outburst against Assamese 
caste Hindu. It is also a grim warning to the 
AASU-AAGSP leadership which explains away Gohpur 
as the consequence of Cong(I)-PTCA machination. 
Answer to the tribal outburst is to chalk 
out a strategy of creating permanent settle-
ments for tribals. 
a 03 
ASSAM PROBLEM, COMMUNAL VIOLENCE, 
KILLINGS, NELLIE. 
127. NELLIE CARNAGE: The killers and the instigators. 
Link 25, 31; 20 Ma 1983; 14-15. 
Describes the eyewitness account of 
worst ever communal carnage in Nellie in 
Nowgang district of Assam in which more than 
one thousands people were killed and almost 
triple effected. Almost all the residents 
of Nellie lost one or more members of their 
families. They were attacked by Lalung 
tribals and Assamese villager. Nellie carnage 
was the result of retaliation for the killing 
of tribal boys or the mass killing of Assamese 
Hindus in Laharighat. Most of the affected 
peasent of Nellie carnage claims that their 
fore-fathers were 1942 Immigrants. Inhabitant 
of Nellie were in a dillemma when two pro and 
anti election factious threatened them to 
deported if they voted or avoided the election; 
the result of the voting in election is 
remembered as might more in history. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ECONOMIC 
CONDITIONS. 
12 8. ANWARA TAIMUR. People are tired of agitators, 
New Delhi 3, 17; 1981; 28. 
Analyses that a popular government has 
come in the state, and the people are 
cooperating. Poor people have suffered the 
most. There is complete normalcy in the 
villages and there has been a very good 
harvest. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION, 
COMMUNAL VIOLENCE, 
129. THWARTING EVIL Designs. Link 25, 30; 6 Ma 1983; 
15-16. 
Describes the aftermath of elections 
and the worst ever communal carnage in Assam 
in the history of any democratic country. 
Thousands of people have been killed in the 
communal violence, otherwise Assam is a 
peaceful state. Thousands people have been 
killed and the villages have been razed to 
the ground. Hatred and fear have gripped the 
minds of Assamese people.Whole state is the 
victim of a frazency the like of which the 
country has not witnessed since independence, 
ASSAM PROBLEM , ELECTION 
POLITICS. 
130. ASSAM: Foirce and tragedy, Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 
18, 1 52; 1-S Ja 1 983; 3. 
Discusses that the centre has displayed 
an uncharacteristic constitutional rectitude 
py deciding to hold elections in Assam instead 
of finding out a way from the imposse. It is 
not certain that if elections are held will 
be credible or holding of them will oe a 
absolute formality. There is still a popular 
support to the aims and objectives of the 
agitation against foreign national. Agitation 
leaders have made it very clear that they would 
allow any elections on the basis of defective 
electoral rolls. During latest seventh rounds 
of talks there are indications of hardening of 
ion 
attitude of both sides. This latest round 
of talk has been most peintless of all and 
that perhaps the issue involved sinnply admits 
of no solution. Agitation leaders do not 
realize that even if all of their demands are 
accepted, they would create intolerable strains 
and the PM on her part is convinced that the 
whole agitation is a conspiracy against the 
Cong.(I) to deprive of its definite block of 
votes in Assam. 
131. ASSAM: Point of no return, Eco. and Pol. Wkly. 
18, 6; 5 Fe 1983; 162. 
Discusses the fear that election 
commission which seem determined to hold 
elections in Assam will infact be able to go 
through even the matiwes of holding the 
elections. Besides the agitation leaders, 
there is also a deep opposition to the polls 
on the question of foreign nationals from the 
actual personnel who have to conduct the polls 
in Assam. Govt, has been left desperately alone 
because the Govt, employees have announced 
that they would support the call given by AASU-
GSP to boycott the poll. But Govt, on the 
pretext of special incentive seeking the 
services of outside officials. There daftocracy 
is being forced upon the unwilling people. 
Opposition to poll has taken a violent shape 
as is evident from 9 death in Mangaldoi sub-
division and point out to the fact that such 
mobs will simply worsen the situation. Events 
in Assam are rentlessly moving towards a point 
of no return. 
Kit) 
132. ASSAM ROLLS. (Editorial); HT.; 24 Ag 1984; 9. 
Discusses that the centre should 
accept that 1971 voters lists be taken as the 
basis for revising Assam's electoral rolls. 
The Saikia Government objects to the 1971 lists 
because the very basis of its legitimacy and 
constitutionality might be questioned once the 
lists are revised. But his main task, is to 
resolve the foreign nationals* issue to the 
satisfaction of people. He can win a large 
section of Assamese ever if he agrees to the 
1971 voters list. If the 1971 voters list is 
taken as the basis for revision of electoral 
rolls the Assam agitation is bound to subside. 
The trouble in Assam are largely due to the 
failure of government to take timely action. 
133. ENCOURAGING GESTURE. (Editorial); North. Ind. 
Pat.; 11 Ag 1984; 4. 
Discusses that Lok Sabha elections can 
not be held in Assam before the revision of 
electoral rolls. A delegation of AASU and 
GSP met the Prime Minister enoJuly 24 to 
demand elections on the basis of 1971 electoral 
rolls. National censensus had emerged on 
treating 1971 as the cut off year, AASU and 
GSP have not raised the issue of refugees 
who had entered the state during 1961-71. 
Censensus to treat 1 971 as the cut off year 
leaves the refugees from East Pakistan and 
resettled in Assam undisturbed.iThe AASU-GSP 
seem to accept this position. 
10'. 
134, ESCAPE ROUTINE in Assam. (Editorial). Trloune; 
24 Fe 1983; 4. 
Analyses that the unrest in Assam is no 
longer a party Issue and the widespread death 
and destruction during the last few weeks has 
affected almost every section of population. 
Unprecedented killings and burning on the 
largest ever scale remind of the communal 
barbarities of post-partition communal clashes. 
In certain places polling was less than 5^ of 
the total electorate. In general the polling 
in at least 20 constituency was extremely low, 
A redeenlng feauture of elections is that one 
Cong(I) memoer was declared elected with barely 
440 votes out of a total of 64,000 electorate. 
Predictably Cong(I) has win the majority of 
seats in the state Assembly and is entitle to 
form a Govt, Acts of violence will continue as 
the anti poll lobby will pressurrise the 
members of Assembly which may result in the 
continuance of acts of violence, Assam has 
already suffered enough and he saved from 
further misery and the centres only escape 
route is to try to create coordial atmosphere 
to solve the foreigners • issue through 
negotiations, 
135, GUPTA (Shekhar), Assam: The electoral impasse. 
India Today 9, 18; 30 Se 1984; 37, 
Discusses the surprising announcement by 
chief election commissioner R.K, Trivedi that 
the next lok sab^a general elections should be 
well on a revised and updated version of the 
1971 electoral rolls has caused concern is the 
Government. He emphasis that this will help 
relieve the continuing imposse and is inconformity 
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with the passage of Assam Illegal Immigrants 
(Determination by Tribunals) Act of 1983. 
This on the other hand questions the credibility 
of Saikia govt, elected .on 1979 electoral rolls. 
But CEC in a determined mood with AASU-opposition 
backing, the situation seemed like confrontation. 
Govt, is critical of the proposal because it will 
at least disenfrenchise at least 23 lakhs people 
who have already voted in 1983 election. Assam 
agitatdjca argue that the abnormal increase of 
voters from 1971 to 1979 is possibly because of 
large scale immigration from Bangladesh. There 
is a hope of an agreement with the agitators as 
the differences have been narrowed down and 
solution only linges in the point of period of 
disenfactisement of 1965-71 immigrants. 
136, SEN (Sumanta); Assam; Preparing for polls. 
India Today 7, 2 3; 15 De 1982; 47. 
Discusses the poll prospect in Assam and 
describes that the agitation leaders were 
proved wrong when they could not furnish 
evidence of continued infiltration from Bengla-
desh into Assam. Home and Defence Ministers 
Sethi and Venkatraman inspected the Indo-
Bangaldesh borders and rebuked the agitation 
leaders. It is suspected that the borders had 
been prepared for the visit. It appears that 
the agitationists had been isolated from people. 
If elections are held on the basis of existing 
electoral role there may be trouble in many 
constituencies. Elections may be suddenly 
announced and agitationists would be prevented, 
somehow, to create trouble. Preparations are 
being made for polls like printing of electoral 
lOii 
rolls and arranging for poll personnel. Polling 
may be held before March before the Presidents 
rule expires. There may be a truce between AJiSU 
and Cong.(I) on the poll issue. 
137. SEN GUPTA (Barun). Her first priority is Assam. 
Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 30, 
Discusses that the Cong(I) has won eight 
states elections out of nine states and the 
ninth state of TN is not going to create any 
serious problem for Mrs. Gandhi, It is not 
advisable for any save or shrewd political 
leader to hope that he would dare to dialogue 
the west Bengal Govt before bringing the Assam 
situation under control. Congressmen usually 
forget the promises they do. Tackling Assam 
situation is prooably the first priority of 
Mrs. Indra Gandhi, 
138, TOWARDS A solution.(Editorial); HT ; 29 Se 1984; 
9. 
Discusses that the proposed visit of 
Union Home Minister to Assam signifies the 
Centre's keeness to solve the foreign nationals 
issue. ^t will be unwise to hold the lok sabha 
polls in Assam (bn the basis of 1979 electoral 
rolls. Chief Minister Saikia firmly opposes 
the idea of holding elections on the basis of 
1971 rolls because he come to power in the 
Assembly election 6n the basis of 1979 voters* 
list. If the Lok Sabha polls are held on the 
basis of 1971 rolls, the Saikia Ministry can 
l l l J 
continue as a care-taker governinent till 
fresh Assembly elections are held. If the 
electoral rolls are revised on the basis of 
1971 list, the moveinent leaders should show 
their willingness to relent to the cut off 
year. 
139. WHICH ROLLS for Assam.(Editorial); Indian 
Express; 27 Jl 1984; 6. 
Discusses that the 1971 electoral rolls 
oe used after updating for elections because 
there had been innumerable complaints about 
1979 rolls. The tribunals set up under the 
Illegal Immigrants (Detection) Act should be 
allowed to complete their works before any 
changes are made in the electoral rolls. Both 
AASU and AAGSP are willing to accept there 
rolls and might concievably participate in 
election on this basis. This would not merely 
insure the peaceful conduct of the poll but 
would be a welcome step towards a political 
settlement of the long festering Assam problem. 
If the government acts boldly now, it will 
have opposition backing and could perhaps 
break the impasse. 
Ill 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION POLITICS, 
AASU-AAGSP, ROLE OF. 
140. ASSAM ELECTORAL Rolls.(Editorial); HT ; 
24 Jl 1984; 9. 
The Centre should not be taken in by 
the state governments confidence to hold the 
polls on the basis of the 1979 electoral rolls. 
The crux of the matter is that the 1979 
electoral rolls are not acceptable to the 
majority of Assamese. The AASU and AAGSP 
leaders stand that they might not oppose 
holding of general elections in the state on 
the basis of the 1971 rolls if the foreigners 
names are elected. The 1971 rolls according 
to them are less unrealistic and unfair than 
the 1979 rolls. The contitutional amendment 
may be necessary to recognise the 1 971 
electoral rolls as the basis for the forth-
coming elections. 
141. ASSAM SCENE.(Editorial); North Ind. Pat^; 
2 8 Jl 1984; 4. 
Discusses that the agitation in Assam 
cannot be revived in its old form because of 
lack of popular support AASU-GSP had earlier 
enjoyed. Agitation leaders who had till 
recently been insisting that the voters' list 
should oe revised with reference to the 1952 
electoral rolls and noto) r willing to accept 
the chief Election Commissioner's suggestion 
to treat 1971 as the ftase year for updating 
the electoral rolls with the deletion of the 
foreigners' name. This might have; close links 
with the national consensus which emerged from 
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the fourth round of tripartite talks on 
aliens issue for boating 1971 as the cut off 
year. The responsibility for the revision of 
the rolls rest with the state government which 
expected next month. 
142. ASSAM: What kind of election. Eco. and Pol. 
Wkly. 18, 3; 15 Ja 1983; 42-43. 
Discusses the credibility of the ensuring 
elections in Assam and fears whether the 
elections will pave the way for resolving the 
foreign nations' issue in Assam. Considering 
all the pros and cons altogether, it is clear 
that the atmosphere is not fit for elections. 
It is certain that the Govt, will firmly deal 
with those who oppose the elections. Many 
activists of AASU-AAGSP have been arrested 
under NSA, E S M A and Assam special powers(Press) 
Act is being widely used. Election boycott call 
by AASU-AAGSP clearly has substantial support in 
large part of the state. It is not certain 
that of the election will even serve the 
pragmatic purpose of quelling the agitation or 
;Will it instead provide a fresh target for the 
agitation to focus on the coming Government. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION POLITICS, 
NEGOTIATION DEADLOCK. 
143. ASSAM: Pressure tactics. India Today 8, 3; 
16-31 Ja 1983; 35, 
Discusses that Govt's decision to hold 
election in Assam is a challenging decision 
in the agitation strifen state of Assam and 
against the demands of agitation leaders. 
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Announcement to this effect came soon after 
the talks t)roke away. Agitation leaders who 
warned aginat the holding of election were 
rounded up. Govt, took prompt measures by-
making. Assam Special Powers(Press) Act and 
banning newspapers and reinforced the para-
military forces. arious bandhs were organized 
in different parts of state. A chactie 
condition is prevent before election. Political 
parties boycotted the election as they were 
oeing held (bn the basis of 1 979 electoral rolls. 
Elections would be held with most of the parties 
boycotting the elections except Cong.(i-), left 
democratic allienment and two communist parties. 
If the state govt, employee do not cooperate to 
menih the elections, Govt, maiji engage election 
official from outside the state. Cong(I) will 
do everything possible to win the election as 
it did in Nagaland. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, 
ELECTION VIOLENCE. 
144. AFTER THE CdRJWQfi.(Editorial); TI ; 22 Fe 1983; 8, 
Discusses that nothing has disgraced 
India as much as the recent Nellie killings 
in Assam after the great Calcutta killings 
of 1946. This has sent shock waves throughout 
the country which is the outcome of the Union 
Govts' decision to hold elections in Assam. 
Home Minister reaffirms that the Govt, was 
compelled to hold elections because there was 
no alternatives left before it and that the 
opposition parties did not agree to extend the 
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Presidents* Rule beyond through a constitutional 
amendment. This is a half truth. It must ae 
recognised that the elections have been a force 
and the legislature so elected lack legitimacy 
and the newly formed Govt, is a insult to 
Assamese-speaking people side by side AASU-
AAGSP too cannot be absolve of their share of 
creating such a horrifie climate in the state. 
145. ASSAM: Violence unbatted. Career and Compt. 
times 3, 5; 1983; 77. 
Discusses that Assam witnessed the worst 
ever vilent incidents in the entire democratic 
world after the elections. Many areas had to 
be declared as Disturbed Areas. Non-left 
affirtious parties disendent the election and 
pronounce the Government as illegal and un-
representative. Voting percentage was extremely 
low ranging from 11-33 percent. Union Home 
Minister P.O. Sethi has turndown the demand of 
Govt, dismissal as mean submission to reign of 
terror and mayhem". Centre has decided to 
detect foreigners on the basis of 1 971 as the 
cut off year. Violence has affected over three 
lakhs people. ^^ .j-jtre is doing everything 
possible to assist the state Govt, and 
rehabitiate the victim of the violence. Doors 
for negotiations are still open for agitation 
leaders who still have a greater influence on 
people. CKC has informed the Home and Law 
ministries that conditions for 3rd round of 
polling are not favourable in Assam out had 
to conduct it. 
1 1 ^ ) 
146. CHOICE IN Assam.(Editorial). Statesman; 
19 Ma 1983; 6. 
Analyses that the Govt, in State which 
has been elected in Assam at a high cost be 
at least allowed to prove its worthiness. 
Present Assam crisis which has taken a heavy 
tool of lives of 15,00 people and more than 
this missing and uprooted, calls for an 
imaginative approach which should give necessary 
administrative firmness with sympathetic under-
standing. If the Saikia Govt, would have claimed 
the allegiance of a majority of people, Govt, 
should have not faced such large proolems. 
Union Home Minister claims that the dismissal 
of the present Govt, would amount to submission 
to reign of terror and mayhem which cannot be 
tolarated. AASU and GSP should adopt a more 
reasonable attitude keeping in mind the 
national and Assamese interests. It is unfor-
tunate that the AASU President has ruled out 
the possioility of early resumption of dialogue 
which is an unhelpful attitude and a tactical 
posture. 
147. GUHA (Seema) and BANERJEE (Saumitra). Assam: 
Blood and tears. Sunday 10, 33; 6-12 Ma 1983; 14. 
Discusses that the recent polls in Assam 
were the most violent any state has ever 
witnessed. Since the elections were announced 
in early January, the social fabric has been 
riven apart by tension between those who wanted 
the polls and those who did not between the 
tribals and the Assamese and between the Hindus 
and Muslims. Nearly one thousand people have 
been killed in the senseless violence. Election 
was at all not worth holding. Clashes between 
communities between religious groups, ethnic 
lib 
minorities between pro and anti election 
factious have riven the social fabric of the 
state apart. Reports on the bitter price that 
the state has had to pay for this non-election. 
14 8. GUPTA (Shekhar). Assam: Simmering. India Today 9, 
4; 2 9 Fe 1984; 43-44. 
Describes that since the very onset of 
Assam agitation, Mangaldai near Gauhati has 
been in the news. It has always been in the 
news; agitation in 1979 was started here in 1979, 
it also witnessed the worst after election 
violence in early Fepuary 1983 and once more, 
it is the Scene of ethno-communal violence. 
AASU leadership are preparing of launching a 
regional party. Stray bomb blasts and sabotage 
on rail track confirm that extremis are still 
active. At political front Cti Hiteshwar Saikia 
is trying every effort to solve the problem 
through negotiations. Mr. Gandhi during her 
visit to Assam announced that the Govt, was 
ready for talks which was shrewd bargain with 
the agitators in return of legitimacy for 
Saikia, On the other hand CEC has announced 
to revise voters' list on the basis of 1971 
electoral rolls, •delaying tactics in taking 
policy a decision may not yield fruitful results 
for long. 
149. GUPTA (Shekhar). Assam: The build up to disaster. 
Sunday 11, 32; 11-17 Ma 1984; 37-45, 
Discusses that on January 6, the Govern-
ment of India announced elections in Assam 
which turn out to be the bloodiest in the 
history of the country. Also narrates the 
n~ 
events which led to the breakdown of the talks 
between the Assam agitators and the government 
and how elections were imposed on unwilling 
population. 
150. KALBAG (Chaitanya). Burning of Assam. India Today 
8, 4; 28 Fe 1983; 10-21 . 
Predicts that the Assembly elections may 
prove fatal for the people of Assam and may 
bring worst ever violence, arson and killings. 
The fuse has been burning for almost four years 
and the state has passed through all the faces 
of anger, despair and belligerence to arrive, 
on election eve at irhe explosive. Electorate's 
franchise has been least free and most unjust 
in these elections. Mob violence in Mangaldoi 
town of Darrang was unprecended. There was a 
mourning to mourn the death of martyr Kadir 
Ali attended by several hundred. Repressive 
measures like use of NSA are one of those laws 
used by the government. 
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151. MITRA (Siimit) Assam: Back on the boil. India Today 
9, 15; 15 Ag, 1984; 120-123. 
Comments that Assam is on boil begining with a 
bandh in Kamrup and a dharna at Boat Club. It triggered 
when the Saikia government instructed its official 
machinary to update 1979 rolls for coming elections. 
Official circular leakage was welcomed by a series 
of violent incidents in Darrang, Sonitpur and Gauhati, 
AASU and GSP gave fresh calls for satyagarh in batches 
of four to avoid enforced section 144 of IPC. Gauhati 
University was once again the scene of distrubances. 
Its hostels were twice raided arid a large quantity 
of arms and ammunitions were recovered, 
Saikia who secretly drafted University take over 
ordinance terms hostels as the Golden Temple of 
mistreants, violent and shooting acts were never 
condemned by AASU and GSP but it intensified their 
stir against Gong (l) Government and centre. 
AASU leaders feel hvuniliated after talks dead lock 
and called the cabinet secretary un responsive. 
All demands were initially accepted by Centre pend-
ing negotiation on disenfranclusement issue. Elections 
with 1979 electoral roll is described as a stal in 
back by agitations. Chance of renewed violence was 
provided by Centre due to its dual-policy by declaring 
there will be no revision of rolls unless the comp-
tition of works by Tribinals. Saikia claims that the 
agitation has died out by his collegue contradict. 
Social boycot of ministers is still on and hatred of 
saikia govt, is pervasive. He simply enjoys the 
confidence of tea-garden labours, the nepalis and 
Bengali speaking peoples. In some places extremist 
elements have surrendered but their activities 
continue in Sonitpur and Darrang. Assamese elite want 
peace in Assam and design the present Assam as Police 
State. Political course of negotiation is only open 
to Government. 
l l i i 
152. NEXT STEPS in Assam, (Editorial); Indian Express; 
24 Fe 1983> 6. 
Discusses that the main cause of the violence 
and birutal kilings in Assam was the violent anti-
election campaign. Once peaceful protest was 
abondoned, mass hysteria followed, unleasldng a 
variety of repressed passions and culminating in 
a grue some tragedy. It would be dangerous to plead 
that elections are expendable and a matter of ex-
pediency. Since the Assembly can not be regarded 
as reflecting the will of the people and an un-
representatives . one, it can at best function as 
a care-taker and the representatives of other 
parties too be inducted into the Ministry, Nego-
tiations should immediately be resumed involving 
all the concerned including the opposition parties. 
Govt, should release all those arrested and lift 
crubs on press. Finally there should not be victi-
misation of Assamese officials for non-coperation 
during the elections, 
153. SEN (Sumanta). Assam: Vicious circle. India Today 
7, 13; 15 jf 1982; 29-30, 
Discusses the swdden out break of spate of 
violence in Assam with several bombl blasts in a 
fort night. AASU and AAGSP leaders are perturbed 
by the certainity of elections though depends on 
the out come of coming talks*Negotiations have 
been discussing the same old figure of no, of 
foreigners, whether holding of election is possible 
and in how many constuencies elections are possible, 
keeping view .^^  fear about elections politician 
suspect a change in law or imposing partial emergency 
to avoid the crisis or elction are alleged to be rigged, 
la) 
Election in the state may bring further teiolence 
and intimidation with the ordinary man cought in 
cross fire. Violence is also feared by top Govt, 
officials in case the elections are held. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION VIOLENCE, 
COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 
154. ASSAM: Why no commission of enquiry, Eco. and Pol. 
Welcly 18, 14; 2 Ap 1983; 514. 
Discusses the surprise over the faxl why no 
commission of enquiry has so far been appointed 
to into the recent massacres in Assam even when 
the Govt, itself admits heavy loss of life. Instead 
an administrative enquijry has been ordered by the 
state authorities. It is not as if the present state 
Govt, is itself in the central of the situation as 
is proved by revi¥0l call fer boycott, black 
flag demonstration and other violent incidents 
during PM's visit. It is quite possible that the 
local police has become entirely partisan and 
authorities as well as agitation leaders are ans-
werable for a let (5ovt. seen most reluctant to order 
a judicial inquiry Ifist its own failures are brought 
to lime light. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION VIOLENCE, 
KILLINGS. 
155. ASSAM: No miscalculations this. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 
18, 9; 26 Fe 1983; 282. 
Analyses that the recent elections in Assam 
has paid a very high price for holding them inorder 
for full filling the more constitutional compulsion 
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resulting in the continued hilling. In fact the 
centre and ruling party underestimated the opposition 
to the election and these weee the result of 
miscalculation . Ruling party achieved what it 
wanted to achieve, and it were the people who paid 
for them. Prior to PM*s visit, the violent incidents 
were in the nature of clashes between the police 
and the agitators trying to disrupt poll. Netable 
of all clashes among the masses of people took 
place in Boko chaygan area when the PM was compaign 
in Assam iater accompained by killings and hideous 
massacrea in Mangaldoi, Gohpur, Goreswar and Harigaon 
and ongoing massacrea at ^Hapathar have been 
recorded simply as minor curiosities. It is evidents 
from the facts that in eentre' s vievj' operation 
Election has been a remarkable achiejvement and in-
deed there is little reason to dispute the view; 
because forcing of the elections and the current 
violence now meant further hardening of Hindu Vs 
Muslim, Plain man Vs hill - dweller, tribal against 
non-tribal etc, carefully nurtured and creatio^by 
centre itself, 
156. DATTA-RAY (Sunandk). Perils of intolerance: Fall-out 
of Assam violence. Statesman; 22 Fe 1983; 8, 
It would be futile to pretend that any faith 
can be pinned on the out come of the Assam elections-
PM's determination in persisting in a course of 
action that only evoked cutense hostility in Assam 
has led to loss of life and property. Assam's 
situation is definitely extremely different from 
its neighbour. Assam's whole hearted in the struggle 
for independence, sop&isthecated culture, high degree 
of political conciousness and shared out look with 
the rest of subcontinent make them an integral 
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part of the Indian nation. Massacres of Gehpur 
and Nellie were not the result of a single pro-
vocation. But the in escable conclusion seems 
to be that the killings provided on out let for 
the accumulated rage of centures. And the agitation 
against the foreigners has dececued us into view 
the problem as only a direct and simple confronta-
tion between Assamese and Bengalis. It is lempting 
in the circumstances to suggest that the dangers 
would have not been exposed so harshly if Mrs,.Gandhi 
had not persisted with her decision Mrs. Gandhi can 
maximumly blamed on the court of her tactical and 
administrative failures and taking adequate steps 
to control the violence, police have been too 
criminally negligient inspite of 50 battalions 
already in Assam. 
157. SOLE TASK in Assam. (Editorial). Hindu; 22 le 1983; 8; 
Analyses that the most important of the things 
is to stop the senseless killings of inocents in 
Assam resulted due to the imposition of elections. 
This is the worst situation that has ever surfaced 
in any part of India in the past-partition period 
for the people at large. Need of the hour is to 
bring speedy peace in a civil-war like state. Some 
practical steps are suggested which could be taken 
to achieve speedy action to being peace. Such as 
accepting of fact that elections were ill-twice# 
seeking oppositions; cooperation to permit a cons-
titutional amendment and inttrusting the Array to 
act positively. It is note worthy that unlateralism 
does not work and can prove costly if it runs counter 
to the wishes and feelings of people. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION VIOLENCE, 
KILLINGS, NELLIE. 
158, BANERJEE (Sumitra)• Nellie: Aery for Justice. Sunday 
2, 30; 26 Pe- Ma 1984; 15-16. 
Discusses that nothing concrete of the soil 
had been done to purnish the guilty of the Nellie 
carnage which claimed as many as 1000 victims, by 
the Saikia Govt, which promised to set up special 
courts for the speedy trial of suspected guilty. 
Saikia promptly courters that at present the Govt, 
si busy to rehabiliate the victims numbering more 
than 3 lacs in 250 camps. Delay on the part of 
the Govt, in initiating action against the cul-
prits and their subsequent trial can in no way be 
justified. 
Apathy of govt, of Assam in establishing the 
negMgience of its officers and punishing those 
guilty of massacre in Assam questions the serious 
ness of Govt, in bringing justice to those who 
suffered in Fe. 1983 riots. 
159. HEAL THE WOOwds. (Editorial). Indian Express; 22 
Fe 1983; 6. 
Discusses that the Assam helocaust has left 
the country which the country never witnessed expect 
at the time of partition riots. It speaks of depth 
of possion of the issues involved. 
Gohpur and Nellie mass acres were the handi-
work of tiribals who clashed with Assamese and 
imigrants respectively and taking a heavy toll of 
life. Tenbal have their own cultural identity which 
they want to some how preserve and are graHely 
concerned about the settlement of refugees, imigrants 
and others in the tribal belts and blocks. There 
have been comunal and eithnic clashes as a result 
of panic and revenge. Gf all the most important 
is to restore confidence and low and order and . 
the Army's help be taken besides organising Medical 
and relief work on a large and organised way. 
It is important that the nation should not divide 
and reduce the tragedy of Assam to a partisan contest 
Agonising plight of affected ana a right solution 
of the problem of illicit immigrants must be seen 
as a national issue and be resolved in a right 
perpective. 
160. HEALING TOUCH. (Editorial). National Herald; 23 Fe 
1983; 7. 
Notes that happenings in Bellie in Assam is 
a bl«t on the fair naue of the nation and shameful 
to all Indians. P.M. who air dashed Assam has ex-
pressed her anguish at the turn of events there. 
It was shocking that the hundreds of innocents have 
been mass acred in Nellie in a at-mosphere deliberate 
built by the agitationists and they must be blamed 
for letting loose the reign of terror. Non-comroist 
apposition parties too added to fuel the fire, by 
their apportunitic stance are directly responsible 
for the holocaust. All cone, return to civilized 
way of settling disputes and hammering out a sd>tation. 
Assam tragedy reminds us of the urgency of the solution 
in a bid to end the stalemate. 
.2t) 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERS, 
DETECTION. 
161. ALL: All set for the tribunals. Career & Compt. 
times. 3, 12; 1983; 2S> . 
Comments that the work of detection of foreigners 
will proceed as the Immigrant Ordinance 1983 has 
been enacted. Preaidential Order states that migrants 
who entered India in or after 25 Ma' 1971 without 
valid docToment be considered foreigners and can: be 
deported by centre. Appeal against any Tribunals 
order can be made in the appellate tribunal. Agitation 
leaders have denounced the setting up of tribunals 
as they differed on cut off year. Besides govt, 
is also faced with many other problems. Confrontation 
of AASU and AAGS with central govt, would yield 
futile resulty. AASU and GSP propose to hold a 
national conference on the problem without inviting 
Govt. It is hoped that the apposition parties would 
be able to reason with agititing students and not 
encourage them only for electrol consideration. 
162. SECESSIONISM ON rise. Link 22, 22; 1980; 9. 
High lights that the present movement in Assam 
is a question of detecting foreigners on the electoral 
rolls. They raise the slogans Mother Assam and 
consider North-Eastern region as a colony of Indian 
Republic. It has deep socio-economic and iiistoric 
roats. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERS, 
DETECTION, TRIBUNALS, 
163. ASSAM: At last, the tribunals. Careser & Compt. times, 
4, 3; 1984; 17. 
Discusses the guidelines and rules for the 
functioning of the tribunals for detecting foreigners 
in Assam. Mean while during her visit to Assam 
Mrs. Gandhi announced talks offer with agitation 
leaders which was declined by agitators. They 
had already rejected migrants Act 1983. Leaders 
organized a Path Baidh on the eve of PM's visit 
and in protest against migrants Act. Revision of 
electoral rolls on the basis 1971 rolls and its 
support by national opposition parties show consen-
sus on the matter. This will disenfiancluse about 
nine lakhs immigrants which is comparatevely better 
than a aead lock. 
164. TRIBUNALS IN ASSAin. (Editorial). Tl; 4 fe 1984; 8. 
Discusses that the detection' and deportation of 
post-1971 illegal entrants into Assam will soon 
begin as the government has pxiblished guidelines 
under illegal Migrants (detection by Tribunals) 
Acts 1983 has been published. The tribunals were 
announced last Ag there has been delay in setting 
them up. Tribunals should function vrith impartiality 
which can alone restore sense of security among 
Assamese. The agitation leaders are apposed to UyC L(' 
fefctere Tribunals on the question of def ioition/ of 
illegal immigrants. 
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ASSAM KiOBLEM, FOREIGNERS 
INFLUX. 
165. CONTINUING INFILTRATION. (Editorial); Nagpur Tiroes; 
23 My 1981; €>• 
Discusses that the infiltration from Bangla-
desh is still continued into Assam. On Ap 25 as 
many as 300 crossed over from Bangladesh, Assam 
alone has a 400 Km border with Bangladesh besides 
the problem of West Bengal border. Exodus of 
infiltrant has been going on periodically for 
long. Over 13 takh people infiltrated during 1961-70 
because of state Govt.'s alleged in defference« 
Assamese agitators would get another point for 
their agitation i.e. deposting the foreigners who 
entered Assam from 1981 on wards. 
166. IIAZARBHUIYAN (Nazrul Haq) . Assam: The myth of foreign 
influx. Radiance 15, 41; 1980; 30, 
Discusses that the wild charge of foreign influx 
is fictitious, baseless and politically motivated. 
This is a myth createa by communal forces only to 
give a lead name to minorities and depost them 
from Assam as was done during the sixties. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERS INFLUX, 
PREVENTION. 
167. GHOSH (Santanu)• Assam: Boundary wall centrewersy. 
Sunday 11, 3; 7-13 Ag 1983; 53. 
The proposal to erect a static barrier along 
the Assam border to prevent infiltration from Bangla-
desh has been dogged by controversies since it was 
first mooted in 1980. The controversy took an un 
savousy ifcUJ?n lastmonth as the differences between 
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the Assam C M . Mr, Hiteswar Saikia and the Union 
government spilled out into the open. Mr. Saikia, 
who has been insisting on RCC, boundary wall 
along the 270 Km border but P. Nayyar cecommended 
the construction of barbed wire. The controversy 
surrounding this proposal had become rather stormy 
last Nv., when union Home minister P.C. Sethi 
after a survery along with AASU leaders, threw 
a dampend it saying "A wall aiopg the international 
border would not be feasible". 
ASSAM PROBLEM, POREIBGNERS' ISSUE. 
168. INDIAN INSTITUTE of Pxiblic opinion, Assam crisis. 
Seminar; 1981; 2S7, 276-277. 
Analysis that the crust of the dispute in 
Assam agitation is about the decade, 1961-1971 in 
respect of both detection and deportation of foreigner 
from Assam. No compromise will be work- able becaase 
of the intense popular feelings in Assam*Agreement 
of this decade is a pre-condition of agreement every-
where. This tragedy, therefore, remains that even 
after one year, no agreement is in sight. 
169, MADANI (Syed Asad), Assam and so called foreign 
nationals. Sec. Democ. 13, 15; 5; 1980; 20. 
Describes that to ^ [et a clear cut idea of the 
so-called foreign nationals problem in Assam, it 
is necessary to go into the bdskground of immigration 
of tea garden labourers, Muslim cultivatiors, Nepalese 
and others into the state before the partition of 
the country. Eviction of foreign nationals should be 
done by means of a proper judicial process and tbe 
person concerned should be given all legal rights 
before their names are deleted from the electoral rolls, 
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170. NAYAR (Kuldip). Possible Assam solution. Tribune; 
17 Ma 1983; 6. 
Article deals with ways for a possible solution 
of the Assam tangle. It is critical of the official 
approach of the probiem which nothing more than tragedic 
policy of New Delhi. Govt, had set Ma 25, 1971 as the 
cut off year for the foreigners only to honour the 
Indifar - MUjeebur Rehman pact. Govt, has stuck to 
Ma 1971 as the cut-off year while AASU-AAGSP to 1961. 
Politically it is not possible to send back immigrant 
Hindus who are even net Indian citizens. Case of 
people of Indian origin whose ferefathers went toO 
africa is a recent one such persons may acquire 
Indian citizenship if they want to settle in India. 
On this analogy, problem if 2 lakhs Muslims remains 
to be soived if the cut-off year is 1967. Delhi 
is concious of the difficulties involved and is 
prepared to absorb the foreigners in states other 
than Assam AASU-AAGSP representatives too now 
have shown some under standing of the problem. 
AASU and AAGSP representatives will stay as im mollified 
because a solution without assuring them of political 
power will not be acceptable. Moral responsiblity 
of the killings lies on the Governor Prakash Mehrotra 
who is gxiilty of criminal negligience. 
171. RAY OF light. (Editorial). HT ,; 29 Ma 1983; 9. 
Suspension of Assam stir is a dim ray of light 
as the movement leaders have realised to concentrate 
on restoration of normally and relief work. It is 
now the duty of the centre to reciprocate by inviting 
them an the negotiation table. AASU-AAGSP leaders 
should get help from authorities in relief work and 
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rehabiliate the wounded and homeless. It would be 
unfortunate if the agitation leaders distrupt the 
peace later. They should show willingness to resume 
dialogue and help authorities in deporting the 
postal971 immigrants. It is neither possible nor 
practica]>le to deport all the foreigners at one 
stroke as the fate of 1961-1971 entrants still 
having upon a mutual agreement. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERS' ISSUE, 
CENTRAL GOVERNMENTS, 
172. RUSTOMJI (Nari). North-East: Emerging from isolation, 
111 Wkly India 44; 1980; 8. 
Analyses that it is only in the times of crisis 
that mueh attention is being paid to them. The 
country awakes to the problems of Assam agitation 
over the foreigners issue at a lapse of fine to 
ten years, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERS' 
ISSUE, DEPORTATION. 
173. ASSAM: Compromise moves. Career & Competi times 4, 
9; 1984; 20, 
Discusses that AASU and GSP believe in agititional 
tactics to press their demands as is indicated by 
Mangaldai bomb blast and rail and road blockades. 
Confidents of a political solution, they said to 
withdraw their boycott and agreed to participate 
in elections on the basis of 1971 rolls- an indication 
of their oftening altitude. As a first step^to step 
by step approach to evict immigrants, the Union Govt, 
propose to hold elections after consensus on 
electoDal rolls. 
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But a problem has arose. SaiSia Govt, elected 
on 1979 electoral roll shows no indication to quite 
after acepting 1971 electoral rolls and has cufoundd 
CEC that electoral revision can not take place before 
the tribunals have detected the Immigrants. 
174. NEW MOVES. Link 25, 32; 12 Ma 1983; 3. 
Discusses that it is evident by the recent visit 
of Assam Governor Prakah Mehratra and Chief Minister 
Hiteshwar Saikia that the centre may unilaterally 
deciede the cut-off year to identify the foreigners. 
The centre should now take firm measures to stabilise 
the political situation. Detection of post 1971 
entrants is likely to be taken up soon. Measures 
to restore peace and order are on. 
175. NOT THE right way. (Editorial); TI; 2lMa 1983; 8. 
Analyses that the centre has started the detection 
of post=1971 foreigners and dispersing then.Assam 
Ministry has also tighten the preventive measures 
to avert any exodus from Bangladesh ^ovt.'s entire 
strategy seems to be to rub the steps woong way 
as Mr. Sethi's declaration that there would be no 
dismissal of ^ Saikia Ministry and President's Rule 
will not be re-imposed. It will do nothing good 
except compomnding the grievous error of holding 
the elections on 1979 rolls. There is in sufficent 
understanding in New Delhi and Gauhati about the 
entensity of alienation of the whole Brahnjaputra 
valley, Assam tragedy is very deep and the nations 
stakes in return of normaley there too high of to 
warrant, this kind of altituA^sing and the situation 
' calls for statementship not a penchaut for scoring 
abating points. 
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ASSAM KIOBLEM, FOREIGNERS' 
ISSUE, ELECTORATE. 
176. GUHA (Seema). Assam: Will elections spark off 
violence again. Sunday 10, 23; 12-18 De 1982; 
49. 
Discusses that the delicate issue of inelusion 
of foreigners' name in the electoral which sparked 
off an agitation during the Mangaldai elections in 
1980 still remains to be unsolved and hodling any 
elections on the existing Electoral rolls would 
mean illegal residents decieding the fate of Assamese 
people. It is believed that the govt, has okayed 
the holding of the election in mid-Pe 1983. even 
though there is no break through in the Assam 
impasse. Govt, i'mployees have threatened to boycott 
the election duties before a satisfactory solution 
of the problem, AASU leaders urge that the people 
of Assam will not tolerate any elections with the 
existing rolls and the entire agitation revaives 
round the faulty voters' list. AASU-AAGSP leaders 
do not rule out erruption of violence if the elections 
are held and place that the Govt, will be responsible 
for any violence that may ensure. If the Govt, held 
elections in the state without a setlement of the 
issue, period of uncertainly is definitely in 
store for the state. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, 
IMMIGRATION 
177. ASSAM; More infiltrants. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 14, 
46; 1979. 1020. 
Discusses that the government of Assam has 
announced the setting up of fifteen tribunals in 
different villages which will be entrusted with 
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the work of examlng the foreign national cases. 
All the regional parties have criticised the 
proceedure of involving policy in detecting 
the alleged infiltrators. 
178, DASGUPTA (Pdnnalal), Stakes in Assam, Mainstreem 
21, 37; 1983; 6-7. 
Analyses' the fear that due to continued immigration 
from Bangladesh, dominant position of Assamese caste 
Hindus is under-mining. People's cultural identity 
or economic progress and political stability cann't 
be gauranteed in a religion and language based state. 
Demographic statistics shows that Assamese - speaking 
caste Hindi barely consituted a merge 20% of the 
total population. Immigrant have mixed up in Assam 
and have done every thing to promote Assamese 
language and culture. Continued violence is becoming 
a counter-productive leading to strident and growing 
demand for further dj. smeaberment of Assam "Political 
parties, vioelevant and ineffective fail to raject 
majority therory. One major, cause of Assam killing 
was hunger and grob of land which has its own importante 
Assam will have to procure more manpower once its 
resources are proped|p developed. If Gandhi an philosophy 
is adopted immense damage done by blood bath on 
can be realized which will later lead to an era of 
Assam all round development which has*immense human 
and natural resources. 
ASSAM K^OBLEM, FOREIGNERS ISSUE, 
REGUGEE INFLUX. 
179. LOUIS (Arul B). An open border. India Today 5, 12; 
1980; 64. 
Discusses that the most important factor in the 
current agitation is the influx of a very large number 
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of foreigners into Assam, most of them from Bangladesh. 
Assam agitators claim that the approximate annual 
infiltration into Assam is calculated to be 30,000, 
The leaders claim that border controls are lax, 
providing un limited chances for the future 
infiltration. 
180. SEN (Sumanta). Refugees: Flight to safely. India 
Today 8, 6; 31 Ma 1983; 31-34. 
Discusses that one fall out of the February 
caruage in Assam has been the exodus of large ntimber 
of refugees fluing in fear from the scne of killings 
in to the districts of West- Bengal adjourning Assam. 
This is not the first occasion that such an exodus 
has taken place; four years ago, the first refugee 
wave came when the Assam movement started for expikl-
sion of illegal foreign immigrants from Bangladesh. 
Last influx began in the wake of last months elections, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, 
NEGOTIATIONS. 
181. INDER JIT. Fresh hopes on Assam. Nagpur Times; 
15 My 1981; 7. 
Describes that talks on the foreigners issue are 
once again being resumed through the effarts of 
Governor L.P.Singh. Many in New Delhi and else-
where are inclined to think that the Assam movement 
has petered out. On contrary the feelings of the 
Assamese people have not changed nor have their 
emotions cooled off. People inwordly seem to feel 
more strongly. There is an element of bitterness 
among than due to centre's refusal to respond 
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adequately Mrs. Gandhi is pleased with the Mw.Ta'niur 
and says that she has largely delievered the goods 
in a difficult situation. Jftiptt. assurances have 
been conveyed to the leaders of the agitation on 
behalf of the Govt, in a bid to end doubts and 
disJbrust the PM. AASU leaders have also been urged 
to come to an honourable abreement in the best 
interests of state and he country. Differences 
between the AASU ahd the Govt, have been narrowed 
down on certain points. The 1967 faunal, provides 
the most practical way out of the dead lock because 
it would not be impossible to disperse a lakh of 
people who came to Assam after 1967, They could be 
easily be barred from acquirjwland or property -
or for in rolling themselves a fresh in the electoral 
rolls. No effort should be spared to find a realistic 
and reasonable solution. Wisdon lies on both sides 
in going by ever all good sense and in hampering 
out a solution through give and take, 
ASSAM PROBLEM* FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, 
NEGOTIATIONS, DEAD LOCK. 
182, WELCCME STEP. (Editorial); Indian Express; 20 My 
1981; 6. 
Discusses that the good begining of the current 
round of talk is no assurance of a settlement 
in near future. It is turn that the Assam situation 
has changed since the earlier talks. Students leaders 
have adoptemore realistic altitude now after reali-
sing the difficulties of carrying on a mass movement 
indefinitely. Govt, can not allow the emergence of 
extremists forces in the disguise of a protest movement 
Decision to refer the issue of foreigners of 1961-1971 
period to a tripartite committee is a step in right 
direction. Agitation leaders are now reconciled to 
allowing the pre-1961 foreign nationals to sta. y 
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in Assam. Govt, has promised to deport all immigrants 
who came after Ma 1971 are all pointer to a sitution 
consequences of a failure can not be palatable either 
for the negotiators or the Govt. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, 
POLITICAL PARTIES, STUDENTS 
163. AFTER TAIMUR. HT: 2 ^ 1 19817 7. 
Describes that there can not be any representative 
government unless the foreigners issue is resolved 
There can bo no elections before the revised voters 
lists are prepared. Centre has shown ample patience. 
Mrs. Tamixir did not take right steps to diffuse 
the crisis. Political parties have not any influence 
an students orgainisations which have became a 
force to reckone, and that their strength is far 
more than that of established political parties. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNERIS ISSUE, 
POPULATION THEORY. 
184. JANSEN (JH). Agony of Assam. Ill Wkly India 104, 
17; 15 My 1983; 6-7. 
Describes that the ongoing happenings in Assam 
recently can be compared with population wars as 
suggested by Rer Thomas Malthus long back who 
predicted that if world population were to grow 
unchecked, it would in evitably lead to wars 
between peoples struggling for living space'AASU 
leaders are particularly opposed to the presence 
of foreigners and define , foreigners people coming 
from East Pakistan and now Bangladesh and Nepal. 
AASU wants ever four millions of the immigrants 
to be moved out of Assam. There are 16 factions of 
peoples killing each other. Govt, of India in January 
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has frustrated a compromise solution. If no 
solution is reached, Assam will again see a 
genocidal sloughter at the hands of militias. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGNER'S ISSUE, 
STATE GOVT. VIEWS. 
185. GUPTA (Shekhar). Assam: An ominous calm. India 
Today 8, 7s 15 Se 1983; 36-38. 
Discusses that the AASU and GSP has resumed 
their agitation on the foreign national issue with 
in the air of predicability and with the same 
sequence of events. ; Saikla and his fellow 
ministers insist that the agitation has been 
finished and provide valid examples to this 
affect. Even impartial observers do not attack 
much importance to the response to routine agitation 
calls. However events of the past show that much 
optism some time prove deceptive. Long-standing 
Assamese demands of enhancement of oil royalty 
and errection of barbed wire along Indo-Bangala 
desh have been conceeded through the efforts of 
Saikia. Frequent postpondment of action on the 
deportation of immigrants has made, however people 
cynical. Agitation leaders who demanded construction 
of a wall along the border say that the barbed wire 
force will be of no use. There is a possibility of 
revolt with in the congress legislature party as 
soon as deportation work starts Govt, is warried 
about fresh out break of violence which may revive 
the agitation. Local press has changed its stand 
by requesting agitators not to block the movement 
of minister and legislature as did Assam Tribune, 
Agitators and Govt, seem to clash once more but 
with a difference. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, POREIGNERIS ISSUE, 
STUDENTS VIOLENCE 
186. ASSAM: What next. (Editorial); People's Qgmoc. 
4, 31; 3 Ag 1980; 1. 
Analyses that the religious and linguistic 
minorities besides the plains tribals are the 
principal victim of violence of the agitatibrs 
and are living in perpetual fear of their security 
and life. Economic blockade imposed by agitationists 
has harmed the whole country in general and Assam 
in particular. It has brought immense suffering to 
the People of Assam. Assam agony has continued for 
one year and the prospect of its end will bring 
general relief. AASU and GSP leaders have met th e 
Prime Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi and other central 
leaders lost few times since the new Government 
assigned power at centre in last January. AASU - GSP 
leaders plead that the agitation would be withdrawn 
only after the administrative measures were revoked 
and that the withdrawl of agitation would not mean 
that the oil blockade has ended. E'ducational ins-
titution would be allowed to function if a final 
settlement is reached on the foreigner's issue. 
Factually the agitation is primarily directed against 
the non-Assamese citizens and not againsts the so 
called foreigners against whom, the agitation was 
supposed to be directed. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGN POPULATION, 
IMMIGRATION, DETECTION. 
187. NARAYAN (Hemendra). Saikia and the AASO: At draggers 
drawn. I^ ndian Express: 8 Ja 1984; 3. 
Describes that the agitation over foreign nationals 
now four years old continues, with no solution in sight. 
There seems to be no way out of the impasse between 
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the government and the AASU. The government has 
decieded to constitute tribunals to detect past 
1971 illegal immigrants and to errect a fence along 
the international border with Bangladesh, According 
to the government these are concessions to two 
of the major demands of AASU. Mahanta and Phukan 
have been at the helm since the agitation started. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGN POWERS. 
188. FOREIGN MISCHIEF - MONGERS. (Editorial). H T; 
26 Fe 1983; 9. 
Traces the reasons of the horrendous Assam 
problem such as land hunger, economic competition, 
Socio-cultural fissures and plead that inflammatory 
foreign pronouncements» may viliate the atmosphere. 
Some leaders in Islamic Countries have exhoifted 
Co-Re|(igiousts to save the Muslim nation in Assam. 
Such incidents lead to think that they have merely 
been strayed into international mischief mongering. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, FOREIGN 
POWERS - C.I.A. 
189. ASSAM QUESTION: The two houses uproar. Link 22, 
33; 1980; 4. ~~^ 
Discusses that the Assam problem has figured 
in the both houses of Parliament. The Home Minister 
says that a foreign agency was involved in the 
agitation. The Government of India rules out the 
involvement of C.I,A. in the trouble while the 
press suspect their involvement. 
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190. GOHAIN (HIREN). Assam agitation: Biindhostility is 
no solution. Sunday 10, 33; 1983; 
Examines the foreigner's problem in the state 
vis-a-vis the centre's handling of it and does not 
support the Assam movement 'Considers the movement 
inipracticable and dangerous. If peace is to return 
to Assam, the girme and long standing fears of the 
Assamese people must be set at rest. It will not 
do to dismiss the movement as a CIA inspired conspiracy 
CIA apears to be involved, as it appears to be in-
volve in any major Indian movement or upsurge in 
recent times. People who condemn chauvinism in Assam 
might also recognize the fact that Assamese chauvisim 
is an unhealthy reaction of the Assamese against 
the oppression of more powerful forces . Musch has 
not been done to persuade the movement leaders 
Both movement leaders and Govt, representives have 
been guilty of endless legalistic quibbling. 
191, JAFA (Joyoti). Can these Gandhians provide the 
healing touch* 111 Wkly India 104, 17; 15 My 1983; 
6-7, 
Discusses the views of prafula Mahauta, President 
AASU, Sarat Sinha, fomner C M , of Assam and Hiteshwar 
Salkia who are all Assamese on the Assam problem. 
With a bit of to give and take and some help from 
centre, they can still provide the healing touch 
and usher in a new drawn peace and sanity in the 
hapless state. But they seem to be all prisoners 
of their differing faith whose embattled lives 
underscore Assam tragedy.Govt, has evidence that 
the agitation is being manipulated by the CIA 
and is turning secessionist. 
141 
ASSAM PROBLEM, NEGOTIATIONS, 
DEAD LOCK. 
192. DASGUPTA (Pradeep). Why the earlier Assam talks 
failed, Sunday 8, 36; 10 My 1981; 20-21. 
Analyses the reasons of the continual failures 
of the Assam talks with the Govt. During the first 
talks between Govt, and the AASU-AAGSP leaders held 
in New Delhi, on Fe 2, 1980, the Govt, in Principle 
accepted five of the seven agitators demands. But 
the crucial question regarding the definition of 
a foreigner still lingers. Also describes the 
position of agitators and Govt, on matter side 
by side and fears if the mid- May talks will bring 
any place? 
193. KATYAL (KK). How will it end. Hindu; 18 My 1981; 8. 
Describes that the resumption of Assam talks 
is the off shoat of quiet efforts put in during the 
last few months for explaining the basis of discussions 
and ways for reducing the gap between the positions 
taken by two aides. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, NEGOTIATION. STATE 
POLITICS, GOVERNMENT and 
STUDENTS ROLE 
194. ASSAH TALKS make a major advance, (Editorial); 
Am: . Baz Pat .; 2 Je 1981; 5. 
Discusses the Assam agitation leaders and the 
Union Home Minister have agreed to meet again to 
adjoin talks, which shows a definite advance on 
the past rigid stands. Both AASU and AAGSP also 
rented on 1951 being the base year for cut-off 
Talks have entered in the cirucial phase to discuss 
the fate of 1961-71 entrants. Govt, came out with 
certain proposals to deal with this period immigrants. 
Govt, could not give the necessary clarification as 
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sought by the agitation leaders. Home Minister Zial 
Singh succeeded in convincing the agitation leaders 
not to breck off the talks and also keep the human-
tarian aspect while seeking a solution. AASU and 
AAGSP leaders have realised that a lasting solution 
can only be found through negotiations and not 
through agitations, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, OPPOSITION, ROLE OF. 
195. HEED FOR CONSensus. (Editorial^ HT; 28 Fe 1983; 9. 
Discusses the need for consensus on the Assam 
problem and that the left parties received a set 
back in the recent elections as the elections were 
held on the credibility of the Indian polity. ASsam 
has a pressing and particular problem which can 
perhaps alone be solved by Ri^ a. Indira Gandhi, left 
parties should take stock of this situation and 
adopt a different policy for the state. Normalcy 
in state is far from away. It is desirable that 
left parties should free themselves of Eestrictue 
thought. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, POLITICAL PARTIES 
ROLE OF. 
196. CPI EXECUTIVE Calls for talks over Assam issue. 
New Age 29, 2; 1981; 2. 
The Central executive of the CPI hopes that 
no time will be lost in convening a tripartite 
meeting on foreign national problerft. The party 
hopes that an agreed solution to the problem of 
foreign nationals and other related issue can be 
found on the basis of consititution of India, 
Citizenship Act, International commitments and 
Humantarian considerations. 
1 4 < i 
197. GOHAIN (HIREN) . Little nationalism turned chauvinist. 
Eco. ana Pol. Wkly 16, 9; 28 Fe 1981; 339-340. 
Criticises the analysis of Assam movement by 
Amalendu Guha which is the result of a close 
observation, Guha views the present movement as 
a facist one and pleaded to crush it. Leflist 
thinking on Assam movement has not been particularly 
frintful. Centre is often complained of its callous 
temposition on the Assam. Both BJP and the Cong (I) 
are keen to acquire some stakes in movement which 
indicates that the present movement in fact is not 
directed against big bourgeoisie. Lift parties may 
be able to resxjme its interuptfed progress in Assam 
if the present movement subsides. There are grounds 
for the belief that in the absance of a leftist 
initiatives on the sensitive questions certain 
regions have become the hat-bed of reactionary 
mass movements. Assamese are not simply worsed 
by the presence of foreigners but' are warried 
because they are not in a position to regulate 
such immigration. In fair competition the immigrants 
hect the local condidates hollow. Left parties should 
out with proposals which could benefit the Assamese 
middle class. Assam is being systematically dramed 
of her resources to finance development of <)ther 
regions by centre. It is a wrong acclaimation by 
left porties that there is no oppression in India. 
Hege monistic natiotious ought to be combated. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE GOVERNMENT 
POLICIES, AASU-GSP, ROLE OF. 
198. ASSAM PARADOX. (Editorial); HT; 23 Ma 1983; 9. 
Discusses the essence of address of the Assam 
Governor which consist of free education to women 
upto degree level, steps to improve the lot of Tea 
garden labour, setting up of a spl. centre to promote, 
local languages and an ambitious industrialisation 
plans. State Govt, lacks popular support thought 
it has good intentions because the majority of 
Assamese refuse to recognise it as a re^resnetative 
Govt. Violence persists with little peace and a 
non-cooperation movement has been lanched by agitationis 
to mark the opening day of the Assembly session 
which itself talks of agitators mood. Adamant 
altitude of AASU- AAGSP is sad and the Govt, rentless 
in an hour of need of accomodatry each other. Assam 
will not return to normalcy untill the negotiations 
with agitators are restorted. If the President's 
Rull is imposed in the state in order to resume 
the dialogue but the centre has already rejected 
such a demand. Negotious can also be started through 
the leader of political parties like varma Vajpayee 
Dandvate who have a considerable influence on AASU-
AAGSP leaders and can peacify them. Assam crisis 
can be resolved by tact and diplomacy. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE GOVERNMENT, 
PREVENTIVE MEASURE. 
199. ASSAM: Censored reports. Sunday 8, 23; 1981, 
i£ 26-27. ' 
Criticisas that within a fortnight of her 
installation as chief Minister, after 360 days 
of President's Rule in Assam, Mrs. Anwara Taimur 
invoked the controversial Assam special Power 
14.J 
(Press) Act to subject Assam newspapers to Pre-
censorship. Since then the Assam newspapers have 
been carrying blank spaces in their issued to cudicate 
how much of their lijaterial has been censored. Many 
of these censored reports appeared in non-Assam 
news-papers which reach Assam and sold fuely. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICAL 
DEVELOPMENTS, 
200. MORE EVASION. Eco. and Pol Wkly 16, 49; 1981; 1969. 
Predicts another period of confrontation an d 
gravity in ethric tension. Congress is trying to 
install a popular ministry. Situation in Assam is 
depressing and involved issues are complicated, 
yet there is a reluctince to face these constraints. 
Centre is under illusion about agitation and agi-
tation vblcb terms them foreign agents. 14th round 
of talks also ended in a dead lock suggesting no 
solution of foreign national problem. Propose rally 
on No' 10 by leaders to apprise of talks proceedings 
had promtly been banned due to enforced Sec. 144 
IPC in Gauhati. Instead several were held and the 
agitation was resiimed with a 96- hr 'Assam Bundh' 
on Nv' 19. Govt, proposed next talks in New ^elhi 
while the students insisted for Gauhati. Bundh on 
Nv' 19 has been ascribed a conspiracy by Congi I) 
which consides to 'Integration Day' and PM's birthday 
Mrs. Tairaur, who desires to form govt, claim to 
enjoys majority. Politically, it is amazing to 
think of a govt, when the house has lost all 
legitamocy and representative character due to its 
ineffectiveness. Assxaming that agitation has spent 
out is misperception because many rallies and rasta 
roke programmes were organized certres imvillingness 
to face the reality. 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS. 
201. ASSAM. Career digest 17, 2; 1980; 155. 
Discusses the political instability in the 
state and describes that many minister and 2 parlia-
mentary secretaries quit when the Hazarika ministry 
reduced into rainorty. President's rule has been 
imposed in Assam with a suspended animation so as 
to explore the possibility of another ministry. 
Assam has seen many demonstrations and distrubances 
in the recent past in response to the demand of 
postpondment of Lok Sabha elections President 
Sanjiva Reddy has assured that foreigners, if any, 
will have to go and emphasis not to mix up the 
problem with elections. 
202. ASSAM: GOgoi hodls the reins. Career & compt. times 2, 
3; 1982> 7d. 
Describes that keshab Chandra '^ ogoi has took 
over as the new chief minister of Assam and President's 
rule has inded, which was enforced in state after 
the collapse of brief '•^'aimur Ministry. Gogoi has a 
very flexible career and has been finance minister 
in three different political parties. Gogol's right 
to fortn a ministry has been questioned by Sarat 
Shandra Sibha of left and democratic alliance who 
claims to enjoy the majority in the house. Due to 
foreigners problem, it is not possible to have 
fresh elections and Gogoi pledges to resolve the 
problem soon 
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203. ASSAM: Stalemate again. Link 23, 47; 5 Jl 1981; 7. 
Describe that the Taimur Ministry quit as the 
CPI, CPI-M and other left parties decieded to oppose 
heramidst claims normallcy in the state. AASU and 
AGSP leaders would now be ready to hold the talks 
with centre as they were basically opposed the 
installation of Taimur ministry, ^ dissolution of 
the Ministry had became inevitable. Dissidence was 
common in the party after the installation of her 
ministry and even dissendent had decieded to vote 
against her in case of a censure motion. Taimur 
ministry which was installed in the hope of 
salving the foreigner's tangle, made the things 
move towards another stalemate. 
204, HIGH-DRAMA in Assam. Ling 24, 33; 4Ap 1981; 29-30. 
Describes that K.C, iSogoi has been installed 
as the Assam new col when he claimed to enjoy majority 
in the house. He quite when he could not face no 
confidence mation tabled by opposition and Sarat 
Chandra Sinha staked the claim of enjoying the majority 
in the house but state assembly was dissolved instead 
Political instability is quite common in the state 
with change Col, rival claim and bey- bring tactics 
of paliticians. emissaries were sent from New Delhi 
to settle the things. N.D. Tiwari even tried to 
convince of centre's choice for his proper inclusion 
All the efforts to woo support Gogoi failed and he 
was forced to quit in the nji> confidnece motion. 
14^ 
205, MISRA (Udayon) Assam: Strong arms tactics and after 
EGO, and Pol. Wkly 17, 7; 13 Fe" 1982; 227-28. 
Analyses the political situation and tactics 
of party in power to form ministry in Assam. Gogol 
who has been tipped as the CM is an arch defector 
serving as a finance minister in three diffent 
ministers. He bas promised to solve the foreigner's 
issue but was greated by agitation by a 12-hr. total 
non-coperation. Gogol faced with the intra sigence 
of the agitators and opposition of left alliance 
is dotibtful about his survival in the trial of 
strength. Gogol is making certain certain censcession 
to win over the stir leaders. There is a lot of 
tension over the strong arm tactics adopted by 
administration in the state. Stricter administrative 
measures are being urged for the agitators. Adminis-
tration is trying to create condition for cenfren-
tation with policemand public. It is feared that 
Assamese are yet to face the real repression. Anoller 
distrubing troud is the near total supression of 
news of the Assam agitation to emphosise that every 
thing in state is normal. 
206. SEN (Sumanta). Assam: ^eign of confusion. India Today 
6, 14; 16 Jl 1981; 21. 
Discusses the political instability in the state 
and describes that the Cong. (l) ministry lead by 
Anwar Tamur Cu Assam has fallen and the Assembly 
has been kept in suspended aniwation in the of an-
other popular rule and politicians may try their 
luck hard. But there are remate possibilities of 
Mrs. Talmur being once again chosen as leader. 
Golap Borora is also in the fray as a non=Comminst 
opposition condidate. Leflists led by CPI(M) by 
14U 
its leader Nandeshwar Talukdar have an edge over the 
others. Marxist do not want the continuance of Presidents 
Rule endlessly, AASU and GSP have yielded some 
sympathy from administration machinary, Polit±cians 
are compounding the real problems with their 
manoenvrings, 
207. WISE STEP. (Editorial); Indian Express; 29 Ma. 1983; 
6. 
Good news of suspension of Assam stir by movement 
leaders and observing an integeration fort night is 
no less than a wise step. Movement leaders have also 
withdrew the special powers cofiferred upon local 
units of AASU-GSP to oppose the administration. 
This is indeed.a constructive move reminding the 
cencerned to remove fear and bitterness. Decision 
to hold a black flag demonstration to mark the 
Prime Ministers visit needs a reconsideration. 
There has been cold-blooded violence and spate 
of killings on the eve of the convening the new 
Assembly which should be brought to an end. Centre 
should resume the adjoined takks in-mediately. 
Assamese be provided the necessary linguistic and 
cultural safe gaurds and the proces of economic 
development of North-east particularly Assam be 
at once started as a taken of national sharing 
of burden of migration ilito Assam. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
AGITATION. 
208. MURTHY (TS). Assam: The difficult years. Ill Wkly India 
104, 11; 13 Ma 1983; 44. 
Painstaking detailed account of the trouble 
ridden state dugged by serious problem over the past 
three years, further aggreavated by the rank failure 
150 
of the series of fopfHal# informal/ bipartisan and 
tripartite meetings between the Assam students and 
the Got# Author has pieced together all the available 
material on the subject in his objective treatment 
of the issues involved. Starting with the Janata 
regime, the book provides an eldequate background 
of the demands of the agitators, the foreign national 
problem, the stand of the opposition parties, etc, 
in addition to describing the actual course of the 
agitation. 
At a time when the entre nation has been 
shocked by the Assam holocaust, this book is extremely 
topical, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, AGITATION 
TACTICS. 
209. ASSAM: Compromise moves. Career & Cpmpt. times 4, 
9; 1984; 20. 
Discusses that AASU and GSP possibly believe 
in agitational tactics to press their demands as 
is indicated by Mangaldai bomb blast and rail and 
road blockades. Confident of a political solution, 
they aggued to withdraw their boycott and agreed 
to participate in election on the basis of 1971 
rolls an indication of softening of their attitude 
As a begining to step-by-step approach to evict 
immigrants. Union Government proposes to hold 
elections after consensus on electoral rolls, 
Saikia governement which was elected on 1979 electoral 
rolls shows no indication to quit voluntarily, after 
accepting 1971 electrol rolls and has informed CEC 
that revision can only take place after the tribunals 
have detected the Immigrants, 
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ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
CENTRAL GOVBBM*MENT, 
ROLE OP. 
210, ASSAM: Army to the fore. Ecp. and Pol. Wkly 16, 
1-2; 3-10 Ja- 1981; 2:1-3. 
Critietaes the army official briefing on Assam 
problem which is a pure political problem. Briefing 
provide a glimpse of Conise relief. Prior to this 
army briefing used to take place inconnexion with 
insurgenicies or when ever army's help was sought 
in civil administration but the final responsibilities 
lay with civil authorities, Assam is no longer back 
on the boil, yet the army briefing is amazing and 
unprecedented. Army ascribe the Assam agitation as 
a law and order problem, though present agitation 
is absolutely political problem. Briefing describe 
the agitation leader's success due to terror tactics 
of intimidation threat and coercion which seem 
move false than authentic touch,. It is full of 
political judgement in praise for Assam spl. power 
(Press) Act, Reports ends with propaganda notable 
fer its political illiteracy and factual ihaccuracy 
211, ASSAM: Prolonging the agony. India Today 7, 10; 
31 My 1982; 57, 
Describes that the Parliament passed the Assam 
state Legislature (Delegation of Power) Bill, 1982 
which vestin the President the sweeping powers. 
Bill contained one ?jttusual clause 3 section 
two of the Bill which empowers the Presidently to 
anact any Bill even without the prior approval of 
Parliament, There is a possibility of misuse of 
power in a state directly G6vern«id by Centre, 
Certain measures to contain the dissatifaction of 
people have been taken by centre but AASU and 
AAGSP could not be happy with these measures and 
J 52 
threatened for a oivil disobedience. One the other 
hand centre has not been completely idle. Liberal 
use of ESMA and NSA even failed to create an impact 
on agitation leaders. Govt, is inable to exactly 
find out the financial sources of AASU. Centre 
may face a disappointment in tackling the tricklish 
Assam problem in coming lOmonth. 
212. FORMAL POSITION. (Editorial); Patriot; 16 Ma 1981; 
Discusses the Union Home Minister has categori-
cally rejected the much voiced demand of dissolution 
of Assembly in Assam and dismissal of Saikia Ministry 
He has blamed the agitation for the out break of 
violence that killed 2,000 innocent people and uprooted 
may thousands. Home Minister also agreed to an adminis-
trative enquiry but did not expedite what would be 
referred to the enquiry committee. Home Minister 
can not at all claim that the conditions in Assam 
were ideal for helding the election in the state 
Assam crisis is too complex to be only judged by 
election veting figures. There is need to allay 
the fear of the Assamese people that they are in 
dnager of being swamped by immigrants from another 
country B,J,P is guilty of indulging in hypocrisy 
and decect on the Assam question; its stand was 
not cousistent and was not at all conductive to 
a settlement. Role of other political parties has 
become irrelevant, P^C. Sethi's formal position 
about the stand of Govt, wil do nothing good exceept 
deeping the Crisis in Assam, 
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213, KAKATI (Devakanta). Offending ordinance. North. Ind. 
Pat. (Mag.); 5 Fe 1984; 1. 
Discusses that the President has promulagated 
the Illegal Migrants (Determination by Tribunals) 
Ordinance 1983 for facilating detection of illegal 
post ~ 1971 oingrants into Assam Illegal migrant has 
been defined as a person who entered into India 
after 25th Ma 1971. The ordinance seems to have 
irked some people in Assam, It is not clear whether 
the promulagation of the Illegal Migrants (Deter-
mination by Tribunals) Ordinance 1983 will mean 
the amendment of Foreigner's (Tribunals) order 1964. 
214. WAY OUT in Assam. (Editorial). ^ ; 7 Fe 1984; 7. 
Analyses that inspite of band, violence and 
Sabotage, Mrs. Gandhis visit to Assam has been a 
positive development. Besides the guidelines issued 
to tribunals in detecting and deporting illegal 
immigrants created atmosphere to end the tbnmoil 
in the state. Even AASU-GSP leaders know well the 
consequences if they fail to contain the hard 
livers in their rank. They have tried to find a 
political situation of essentially a political 
problem at Sorhat convention. The process of 
detection has already been much delayed and 
immediatly taken up» 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
CONGRESS (I) MINISTRY 
ROLE. 
215. ASSAM: Another popular Govt. Eco. and Po}.. Wkly 17, 
4; 23 Ja 1982; 8, 
Analyses that both the centre and the AASU-AAGSP 
leaders of agitation agree upon a policy of simultaneous 
agitation and represion on one hand and negotiation 
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on the other. Centre has not lost sight of its single 
minded aim of forming a popular Govt, in the state. 
Congress (I) has been able to form a Govt, in the 
state even though it did not dommqne q mqjo3i4y 
in the Assembly after Mrs. Taimur quit as the leader 
of "^ ong (I) legislature party and Keshub Gogoi was 
elected. This induction of a popular ministry in 
Assam once again high lights the complete subversion 
of the constitutional provisions by the ruling party 
at the centre to suit party or even factional ends. 
216, ASSAM MANOEUVERS. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 16, 13; 1981; It. 
Discusses that though Taimur ministry has sur-
vived the no confidence motion, it could have not 
resoveled the problems. Tactical victory in no 
confidence motion is the indication of design and 
power of any party in office. It has won the motion 
due to certain factors including decision of left 
parties to alestain from voting and the third though 
decision of plain Tribe Council MLA's to oppose the 
motion. Mrs. Taimur will face challenge to her 
leadership from within and outside in Congress I 
Legislature Party for her style of functioning. 
Absence of left parties from crucial voting is difficult 
to under-stand since the ^ ovt, has not made any special 
gesture for them. Though the task of avoiding and 
supporting the motion by left parties was difficult 
yet it would do more damage to them and make it 
impossible for them to extend their influence among 
the agitating masses. 
ibo 
217, ASSAM: Search for an agent. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 15, 
47; 1980 1554-1555. 
Discusses that after talks dead lock and rsximption 
of agitation there is a hope of installing a popular 
ministry by Cong, (I) in Assam Dual-policy of agitators 
and Congress is responsible for present state of 
affairs. Leaders of agitation had infact encouraged 
migration into the state with Congress and reaped 
gains before and since independence. On their one 
hand is the proclaimed aim of agitation; on the other 
hand are the still largely confused and contradictory 
impulses for a 'north-eastern identity* Questions 
of In<iian nationalism in relation to regional 
nationalism can be resolved in passage of time 
Unrealistic agitation in Assam and facist is aimed 
at rationalise its moves on nationalistid grounds. 
Installing a popular government is the hope of 
political solution of the problem. Cong-I has some 
how manage to ture 52 members out of 126, Support 
of left and non-left parties is also possible. 
Some weariness and despour has began to charactrize 
the agitation. Need to arrive at settlement with 
Centre is more viable which can not be achieve without 
upsetting electrel calculation of Congress, Search 
for an agent is on a more obvious and instrument 
than the present bunearueracy, 
218. ASSAM: Spoils for consolidation. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 
18, 35; 27 Ag 1983; 1508, 
Discusses that the Hitestewar Sikia Ministry is 
slowly consolidating itself. Since the sworning in, 
of the ministry, the col showing its readiness to 
resume negotiations with agitationists, has also 
made it clear that it will not be held on the pre-
conditions of the agitators. Govt, on the oee hand. 
15B 
has been successful in creating a split among the 
agitators is also taking many populist measures 
which may win it wome popular support Govt, has also 
announced that a fertification, all along the Indo-
Bangladesh Border would be constructed. This is 
practically impossible, any permanent structure 
along Indo-Bangladesh border will do nothing good 
except amounting a deep offensive, to Bangladesh, 
219. BANERJEE (Parthas). Taimurls close shane. New ^elhi 
3, 22; 1981; 16. 
Analyses that a fort night of feverish opposition 
lobbying fails to loope the Congress (I) Ministry 
headed by Mrs. Anwara Taimur, Opposition charge 
Mrs. Taimur*s Ministry as a minority governement. 
She won fifty three against forty three in favour 
and got a new lease of life, 
220. BANERJIE (indrani), Assam: Another long, hat Summer 
Sunday 10, 41; 1-7 My 1983; 28-29. 
Discusses that the violence is continuing in 
Assam every day. The peace in Assam appears as elusive 
as ever. Though Congress (I) government has been ins-
talled in the state but it has failed to make any 
majior break through. The worst in Assam is not 
yet over. 
221. CONGRESS (l) government in Assam. Cpmpt. Sue. Rev. 
17, 8; 1981; 14. 
Discusses that the Presidents Rule in Assam has 
ended when it was replaced by a Cong (I) ministry 
headed by Mrs. Anwara Taimur Proclamation to the 
effect was signed by the President on the recommen-
dation of Governer and Centre's advice. Mrs, Taimur 
has taken over the rein of the government at a crucial 
15. 
movement. Violent Agitation which is slightly more 
than a year old has caused incalculable harm to the 
tottering economy. Stalemate between the Inion Home 
Minister and the agitation leaders lies about the 
fate of the 1961-71 migrants. Agitators have objected 
to the formation of new ministry as they view it has 
been formed with help from defectors based on vote 
of foreigners and they will now be neglected by 
Centre in talks. 
222. CRISIS IN Assam. (Editorial) . HT^ ; 11 My 1981; 
Notes that nothing would achieved by providing 
artificails props to the Assam ministry which is now 
as food as de funct. Prom the days Mrs. Taimur was 
hanied out from obscurity into line light she 
betrayed a lock of self - confidence. The Taimur 
ministry survived no confidance motion mainly because 
some opposition parties gave it support at the crucial 
movement. It is to be seen how long a ministry can 
avoid facing the Assembly. 
223. DASGUPTA. (Pradeep), Assam: Can'Delhi break the movement. 
Sunday 8, 19; 14 De 1980; 18*^21. 
Discusses the political situation in Assam aimds 
continuing agitation led by AASU-GSP, Reports how 
the central Governement was able to install cong.(l) 
Ministry led by Mrs, Anwara Taimur after the end of 
one year old President's Rule on December 6. Aso 
examines the attempts of central Government to solve 
the laugle. 
224. GUHA (SeemaJ. Assam. No sign of the healing touch. 
Sunday 10, 39; 1983, 17-23 Ap.; 63. 
Amid a spate of explosions in and around Gauhati, 
communal clashes in Darrang and 24 hours non-coopera-
tion declared by the agitation leaders, the Dudget 
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session of the newly elected Assam Assembly began on 
21 Ma under a cardon of heavy security, frightened 
legislators crept into their allotted places in 
the House, The MLA's had been caliected and brought 
from their homes at least three days before the 
session was to start, they are virtual prisoners in 
the MLA hostel and do not venture out without adequate 
security Assamese speaking people of the state have 
refused to accept the legistimacy of either the 
Hiteshwar Saikia govt, or newly formed legislature, 
the fact that state has had enough violence and it 
was time now for applying the heading touch. 
225, GUHA (Seema). Back to the politicians. India Today 5, 
24; 1980; 43. 
Mrs, Anwara Taimur, the leader of the Congress (I) 
in Assam was sworn in as the first won chief Minister 
of Assam on December 6, A representative government 
may perhaps be in a better position to deal v/ith 
the present crisis than one heaaed by bureaucrats. 
The new government may now be able to successfully 
negotiate a comprd)mise formula between fifty one 
and seventy one. 
226. GUPTA (Shekhar). Assam; The waiting game, India Today 
9, 2; 31 Ja 1984; 50-52. 
Analyses that the success of tribunal corresponds 
to survival of chief Minister Hiteshwar Saifiia and 
the ultimate success or failure of centre's strategy 
in Assam, It is a measure of utler chaos in ^ispur 
that the venture has so far been a non-starter. 
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2 27. IMPERATIVES FOR Assam. Mainstream 19, 16; 1980; 
3-4. 
Comments that installing a Cong-I ministry is 
not a constitutional hurdle against prolonged conti-
nuance of President's Rule, but also desire of Congress 
to meet its ends in State. Mrs. Taimur whose heading 
new ministry has a plus point as the agitation is 
at low ebb Centre has been following time honoured 
tactics and is therefore one up. By installing 
Taimur Ministry, Centre will achieve breathing 
space. There need be a long time perspective for the 
long survival of ministry. There is a need for on 
agreed solution regarding foreigner's influew. 
Detection of foreigners and their subsequent 
adjustment have to go on. Long range approach for 
Assam crisis involves an integerated application 
of country's development strategy. Announcing the 
establishment of a regional planning body in North 
East will yield a Psychological impact on tension 
ridden people. Assam's economy has been vastly 
ijBglected as depicted J^y the neglecte of Brahamputra 
valley concrete provisions for broad gange railway 
links and rivers will mullify Assamese sentiments. 
Regional plaining by local population in all parts 
particularly in Adivasi region which is the seat of 
nationis heavy industry. Amount spent on spot oil 
purchase can betterly be used for development. Centre 
can ensure safegaurds to Assamese fear of being swamped 
by out siders. by providing reservation Preservation 
of cultural and Socio-political identity of regional 
peoples is must in a democratic set up challenges 
cann't be denied for national integeration. 
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228. KAKATI (Satis). Preparing for the ^cige, Sunday 11, 
6; 28 Ag- 3 Se 1983; 18-20 
Reports that after six month in power, the 
record of Chief Minister is far from dismal. Saikia 
Ministry faces a Crucial test as the AASU has threatened 
to resxime the agitation and he is yet to have a rapport 
with the AASU and AAGSP which have been spear 
heading the agitation. 
229. MISRA (Udayon). Assam; Left parties to govt.'s rescue, 
Eco. and Pol. Wkly 18, 15; 11 Ap 1981; 651-652. 
Discusses that the Cong-(I) Ministry led by Mrs. 
Anwara Taimur survived a no confidence motion when 
the strong 23-member stxuug left group abstained 
from the crucial voting on 24 Ma 1981. Govt, was 
assailed by left members for not initiating negotiations 
on foreign national's issue and above all lack of 
popular mandate, CPI (M) and some other member give 
the impression that Taimur ministry is lesser 
evil and absention from vating was clear aimed at 
keeping the Taimur ministry in office. There is a 
uncertain political climate on Assam's political 
horizon with Bfanata and Cong, (U) maintaining a 
consisted stand throughout 
230. ROY (Subir). Plain tribals save Assam's ministry, 
Sunday 8, 32; 5Ap 1981; 34. 
Discusses the survival of cong-(I) Ministry in 
the no confidence mation with the help of plain tribe 
MLAs who gave last minute verdict against the motion 
by a margen of 43-53, PTCA supported the Govt, on 
the assurance that their old demands will be full 
filled, Go|)ap Babora, the Janata leader was dovibtful 
about the pronvise made the Govt, to PTCA MLA's Cong-(I) 
sources describe the attempt to topple down the Govt. 
Assam agitation's attempt to continue their battle 
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on the floor of the house with the help of political 
parties which were closet to them. 
231. WORSE THAN defeat. (Editorial). TI; 26 Pe 1983; 8. 
Discusses that the aftermath of elections have 
been worse than the defeat because these elections 
have led to a point of no return, thousand have 
lost lives, comunal tension has risen, propects 
of an early settlement reduced and extremism and 
violence has found more place in the valley, Cong-(I) 
leadership has much earlier in Nov, lest had decieded 
to hold the elections in Assam not to avoid a cons-
titutional crisis but to make political gains: 
Cong-(I) leadership had convinced that tk could depend 
on ethnic and religious minorities to annex power in 
the state. All the facts taken together makes the 
party's victory in the state worse then defeat, Cong,(I) 
cannot deny that they have won power largely on the 
strength of immigrants which can not subsequently 
produce a legitimate Govt, irrespective of its 
majority in the state legislature. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICa, FOREIGNER'S 
ISSUE, AASU-AAGSP, ROLE OF 
232. DEADLOCK ON Assam. H T; 29 My 1981; 9, 
Analyses that the AASU and AAGSP have made 
it very cllar that they would not call off their 
agitation untill the centre comes out with something 
more concrete. Classification of foreigners into various 
categories simply created misgivings and that the 
ceotre was only trying to legalise the illegal 
entry of the foreigners. There can be no solution 
to the crisis unless the Assamese leaders relent on 
certain points. 
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233. ELECTIONS IN Assam. (Editorial). North. Ind. Pat.; 
8 Pe 1984; 4. 
Proposal to revise 1971 Assam electoral rolls 
and theating them as basic is significant because 
it is in confornity with the national consensus 
to consider 1971 as the cut off year. Even the AASU 
and GSP did not oppose the suggestion, though they 
had differences on other related issue. AASU-GSP 
want to form the regional party and fight elections 
using alievs issue as their main election plank.. 
As all the political parties are lending their 
support to the proposal, AASU-GSP are bind to 
accept it. 
234. GUHA (seema). AASU loses its Secularism. Sunday 10, 
50j 3-9 Jl 1983; 30x31 
The cracks in AASU have finaly surface with some 
members being suspended by an aggressive pro-Hindu 
section of its leadership. Though their is no direct 
evidence to prove that RSS has infiltrated AASU 
buta powerful section of the executive has a 
distinct anti - Muslim beas. 
235. GUHA (SBBma). Communalists regrouping for confrontation, 
Sunday 11, 2; 31 Jl-6 Ag 1983? 49. 
Discusses that there is a clear-cut division 
between anti-election forces and the pro-election 
elements. The Hindu- Muslim divides is now complete 
in the state with the formation of Muslim vigilance 
Force (M7F) and the comptetion of split in AASU with 
the formation of All Assam Student's Organisation 
(AASO) by breaking away Muslim faction. The senseless 
killings of innocent has led to a hardening of attitudes 
on bothsides. R.S.S. and Bahartiya Janata Party have 
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been active in Assam from the begining of the agitation 
The massacre of the Muslim has clearly exposed the 
secular facade which AASU and AAGSP have tried to 
maintain. The formation of AASO is a severe blow 
to the AASU. The stage is being set in Assam for 
another round of confrontation. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT. 
236. KALBAG (Chaitanya), Assam: Reaping the Whirland. 
India Today 8, 6; 31 Ma 1983; 24-26. 
Discusses that Hiteshwar Saikia has taken over 
as the Chief Minister of agitation strifen state of 
Assam. He has been selected to deliever a host of 
impossibilities such as containing communal and 
ethnic violence and has done a lot to gain the 
confidence of the peoples. He faces the immdiate 
problem of recognition by Assamese as the anti-
government sentiments have not subsides. Refugees 
rehaniliation is also a difficult task before him. 
Continued hastility of the state bureacracy and 
their alliance with anti-election agitators is a 
well known problem. Saikia also faces the rift within 
party ranks. But he denies such a charge and v/ants 
to ensure assinilation of all Assamese sections. 
Intriging trends were emerging in AASU-AAGSP's post 
election stand as they demand that refugees who 
fled their camps be not taken back and alleged that 
indigenous Assamese are being ignored by relief team. 
Agitation leaders have been released from NSA after 
a slight decline in caaualities student leaders 
launched a new propaganda blitz and contacted 
DUSU to demonstrate with the inaugration of seventh-
non alipgfid conference and wanted to deliever a 
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signed letter to its members. Dr. D.P, Baruah who 
conspired the whole episode symbolises the confusing 
welter of political camps that infests AASU. R.S.S 
besides other is helping sharpen the ethnic division. 
There is a need of corrective and concilatory from 
both sides. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENT POLICIES 
237. ROY (Subir). Assam: Will Saikia be the man of the 
hour. Sunday 10,35; 20-26 Ma 1983; 48-49. 
Describes the prois and cons of the position 
of the new chief Minister of Assam, Mr. Hiteshwar 
Saikia who has taken over the reins of the state 
in the most crucial hour of the history of Assam 
and entimerate his long achievements on administra-
tive Sc Pol. fronts when had earlier oeen minister 
in different ministerscRight after taking up office 
he took some imminently sensible decisions. There 
was a marked decrease in violence as soon as he 
took up and called out of the army in the trouble 
spots and reduction of tension. Besides, a plus 
point in his favour is that he has a stability of 
his gowfl.due to his massive majority without the 
modest fear about the survival and dissendents 
toppling his gowfl. 
ASSAT^  AGITATION, STATE POLITICS, 
GOVERNMENTS, ROLE OF. 
238, GUHA (Seema) Assam: Touch and go, India '•'•'oday 6, 
7; 15 Ap 1981; 41-42. 
Discusses that the Cong-I Ministry in Assam led 
buy Mrs. Anwara Taimur had survival the no confidence 
mation only because the left parties abstained from 
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voting. Threat to the ministry came only from the 
dissendents within the party. Centre all possible 
efforts to Prop up her ministry. There is thread 
from tea garden labour community of withdrawing of 
support to Govt, but were persuade by ruling party 
by promising ministerial birth PTCA also deserted 
from Sinha group to make the failure of no-confidence 
motion imminent. Method of functioning of Mts-
Taimur is the principal cause of dissendence of 
party MLA*s but there is no strong claimant of 
leadership in sight Mrs. Taimur faces the upbill 
task of meeting the challenge of agitation. 
Students leaders who are keeping a low profit now 
a days, silent at the current developments, ridicule 
the effect of change of governments one their move-
ment. 
2 39. ROY (Subir). Did the local administration listen 
to iJelhi or AASUi Sunday 7, 49; 8 Je 1980; 21. 
Discusses that the incompetence of the state 
<3ovt. administration in handling the Assam agitation 
which first allowed the agitation to grow from 
strength to strength and later took some stern 
actions to yield F public resentment. Administration's 
attitude to the movement was the logical culmination 
of an anti-goreigner feeling that has been growing 
in the state since 1971, Division within the Assam 
police had starred during the reigme of Hiteshwar 
Saikia as Police Minifeter. It was the time that 
foreigners and illegal immigration from Bangladesh 
became dominant and Police took the vengeance 
of earlier dissents. There are clear cut evidences 
of some top officials having link and with the move 
ment leaders. It is worth reaalling that every previous 
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agitation in Assam has been anti- Bangali but the 
leaders of the present agitation prefer to plead 
that they are neither against Bengal or outsiders, 
but the foreigner. Role of the Govt, employees, 
whose various were deminated by CPI(M) points 
otit to the fact that they lent support for the 
movement,for thecivil service efficials have too 
played tiheir role in a covert maner and 84 
officials have been suspended for participating 
in agitation programme. Painful example in this 
conexion is that in mid 1979, even CM Golap 
Barbora asked the students to asist the electoral 
authorities in delating the names of foreigners 
from electoral rolls in Mangaldoi, 
ASSA14 PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, NEGOTIATIONS. 
240. ESCAPE THROUGH elections. Eco. and Pol. Wkly 17, 33; 
14 Ag 1982; 1093. 
Observes the prospects of resumption of trijpartite 
talks on the vexed foreign nationals issue which 
seems bright as both the centre and leaders of agi-
tation are anxious to somehow resxime the dialogue 
AASU-AAGSP delegation is already in Delhi to hold 
the talks with national apposition parties leaders 
Opposition leaders have declined the offer of the 
tinion Government to discuss the issue as they do 
not want the Government to in veigle them into a 
position where they would loose whatever leeway 
they have with the leaders of the agitation. Centre 
has decieded to hold the Assam Assemoly elections 
by March next year. It is suggested that there is 
no provision to extend presidents Rule in a state 
for more than a year without making necessary consti-
tutional amendments. Centre's thinking seems to be 
to offer a package of sort to the agitation leaders 
I G V 
in the forth coining talks. Hoiding election in the 
strife ridden state would be equally difficult as 
making necessary amendments in article 356. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
POLITICAL DEVELOPi'iENTS . 
ait. ASSAM: i^ aggers of rightist Offensive. Link 25, 31; 
20 Ma 1983; 13. 
Discuss that there is even no remotest possibility 
of dismissing the Assam Assembly as demanded by agi-
tation. Home Minister firmly ruled out any such pos-
sibility he says it would mean submission to the 
reign af terror and may hem. This statement by Home 
Minister boasted the morale of new CM Saikia who is 
facing an up hill task of politically fighting against 
AASU-GSP. Rightist oposition parties. Primarily, 
BJP is doing its best to exoucrate the extremist 
Assam agitation leaders from the massacre charge 
and demand the removal of the state govt. Saikia 
would have to struggle hard to counter the arguemebts 
against m m and his ministry. Massacre in Assam is 
being projected as the direct autcome of election 
and political parties are taking the oprtunity to 
misguide the people. Nation wide movement against 
the election in Assam is proposed by national oppesition 
parties which poses a tough challenge to all who 
participated in the election in Assam. 
242. PRESIDENT'S RULE in Assam extended. Compt. Sue. Rev. 
18, 9; 1982; 2. 
Discusses that the Presidents Rule in Assam 
has been extneded for another six months when the 
Parliament approved the amendment to the constitution 
which forbids it beyond six months. Assembly has been 
kept in suspended animation is the hope of a gowt. 
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This follows the assessment of Governor that no party 
can firm a popular govt. Presidents Rule had to be 
imposed in Assam on Je' 30, 1981 when Taimur Ministery 
fell as she ceased to enjoy the najority in the house 
and the dedline for end of Presidnet's Rule was 
nearing. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, POLITICAL 
PARTIES, ROLE OF. 
ata. APPEAL TO reason, (Editorial); Statesman; 22Fe 1983; 
Discusses that the PM's visit of Assam would 
give her at least the outline of the grain tradedy 
of the last few days leaders of the political 
parties have played a very dirty role to exploit 
the opposing sectarian prejudices. It is tnfortunate 
that the agitators have found no reason toregret 
t^e spread :of vtblance. It has not been a matter 
of Assamese resistance to a central decision, the 
mass acres at Mangaidai, Gohpur and Nellie aomit 
of no such simple explaination. The states internal 
fabric has been brutally distupted. Rale of security 
forces and their, conduct is bitterly questionable 
but the states administrative and police machinery 
can not be exonerated of its un helpful and 
inefficient attitude. 
ASSAM PROBLEM, STATE POLITICS, 
PiBSIDENTS RULE. 
244, Assam: Free nin for Police, Eco. and Pol. Wkly 15, 
4y; 6 De 1980; 20 31. 
President's rule in Assam wil complete one 
year on De' 12 and so called 'popular government' 
is to be installed soon as there is no provision 
to extned President Rule more than a year Agitation 
have strongly reacted against any mane to induct a 
IGO 
Cong I ministry threatened to intensify their 
Programs. But there is a shift and rethinking in 
their attifiUde, Difference of opinions in save 
sections of AASU and GSP on tripartite talks in 
a significant development issue raided by Assam 
agitation are extremely complex. Brutal Killings 
in the woke of Assam bandh and after still continuing 
and the attempt to restore law and order have inevit-
able meant a fruther acretion of power to law and 
order machinary in Assam is bound to be used against 
the people. 
245. PRESIDENT'S RULE In Assam. Career events 2, 6; 1980; 
10: 2 . 
Discusses that the President's Rule has been 
imposed in Assam on 12 December on the recommendation 
of the Governor, Hazarika Ministry has been reduced 
into minority when the opposition and left parties 
withdraw it support to the Government. As many as 
eleven Ministers and 2 parliamentary secretaries 
resigned. Assembly has been kept in suspended ani-
mation in the lope another launched by student's of 
and teacher's organisation Elections to ten lok 
Sabha constitution out of 14 could not be held as 
agitation leaders prevented condidates from filing 
their nominations. 
246. PRESIDENT: S RULE in Assam Compt. Sue Rev. 18, 2: 
1981; 18, 
Discusses that the President's rule had to be imposed 
in Assam after the Taimur f-Iinistry quit when the 
leftist opposition withdraw its support from the 
Govt. Mrs. Anwara Taimur's ministry Sovt. since 
begining was brought in office to avoid a constitutional 
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deadlock, Hope of Cong(I) high command from 
Mrs, Taimur to manipulate the things could not 
be materialized. Possibility of another 
government being stalled cannot be ruled out 
with a more acceptable Chief Minister in office. 
47. TROUBLE IN Assam. Career events 2, 6; 1980; 48. 
Describes that Presidents' rule in Assam 
had to be imposed after the Governor satisfied 
himself that no party or parties can form a 
stable Government in the state. Keeping the state 
Assembly in suspended animation indicate the 
possibility of a popular rule. Political situation 
is aggravated with the boycott of the electoral 
process and certain violent incident, 
ASSAM PROBLEM, ELECTION, 
REFUGEES RELIEF, 
4 8, ASSAM'S REFUGEES. (Editorial); TI' '^'^ ^^ 1983; 8. 
Discusses that after the last m.onths massacre 
and the aftermath of the Assembly election, Assam 
once more is facing the agonising problem of 
refugees, Saikia Ministry has failed to restore 
peace and gain the confidence of effected people. 
Large number of refugees still da not get any 
relief from the Government, Refugees cannot go 
back to their respective villages in the present 
circumstances for the fear of their life and 
properties. 
I7i 
249. HEALING TOUCH. HT; 23 Fe 1983; 9. 
Observed that Mr, Indra ©andhi can only 
provide the healing touch In the present 
circiimstances. She has asked the Government 
to launch the relief work, Assam agitation 
bears complex and delicate issues. Restoring 
law and order and relief work should be the 
first priority before the Government, 
250. WHAT NEXT in Assam.(Editorial), HT; 16 Mr 1983; 9, 
Discusse<S that the most important need of 
all is to speed up the relief work in Assam. 
There can be no solution until the Centre 
view the problem from the Assamese point of view. 
Unprecedented violence and communal clashes worst 
of its kind. Immigrants alone paid a heavy price 
of elections in the state, and are required to be 
provided with adequate relief. 
« 
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ABBREVIATIONS USED 
AAGSP All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad 
AAWSy All Assam Minorities Students Union 
AASO All Assam Students Organisation 
AASU All Assam Students Union 
AJD Assam Janata Dal 
BJP Bhartiya Janata Party 
BSF Border Security Force 
CEC Chief Election Commissioner 
CPI Communist Party of India 
CPI(K) Communist Party of India (Marxist) 
CPI(M-L) Comm.unist Party of India (Marxist-Leninist) 
CRPF Central Reserve Police Force 
DIG Deputy Inspector General of Police 
MLA Member of Legislative Assembly 
MVF Muslim Vigilance Force 
NDA National Democratic Alliance 
NSA National Security Act 
OIL Oil India Limited 
PLP Purbauchaliya Lok Parishad 
PRE PAK people's Revolutionary Party of Kanglaipak 
PTCA Plains Tribals Council of Assam 
RCPI Revolutionary Communist Party of India 
RSP Revolutionary Socialist Party 
RSS Rashtriya Swayam Sewak Sangh 
SUCI Socialist Unity Council of India 
VHP Vishwa Hindu Parishad 
LIST OF PERIODICALS DOCUMENTED ALONGWITH THLIR 
ABBREVIATIONS WHEREVER NECESSARY 
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